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To: 

KUXOVA Alexandra (GROW) 

Subject: 

 Flash report: CSR Europe-DG GROW call 9.10.2020 

 

 

From: BLUMTRITT Kaja (GROW) <xxxx.xxxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx>  
Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 12:09 PM 
To: MATTINO' Giacomo (GROW) <xxxxxxx.xxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx>; 
WAYMOUTH Crispin (GROW) <xxxxxxx.xxxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx>; 
KUXOVA Alexandra (GROW) <xxxxxxxxx.xxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx>; 
ORTUN SILVAN Pedro (ASN) <xxxxx.xxxxx@xxx.xx.xxxxxx.xx> 
Cc: VALENZANO Alberto (GROW) <xxxxxxx.xxxxxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx>; 
NEMETH Istvan (GROW) <xxxxxx.xxxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xx> 
Subject: Flash report: CSR Europe-DG GROW call 9.10.2020 
 
Dear colleagues, 
 
I am sending you a flash report of our call with CSR Europe earlier today. 
 
CSR Europe-DG GROW call 9 October 2020 
 
Participants from DG GROW H2: GM, CW, AK, PS, KB   from CSR Europe: 
Jan Noterdaeme, Lorena Sorrentino, Ms. Miccoli 
 
DG GROW and CSR Europe exchanged views on the state of play of CSR 
related issues and due diligence in particular. 
 
Main take-away: DG GROW and CSR Europe both agree on the necessity 
of strong convergence of due diligence policies. While emphasising the 
importance of a holistic approach, CSR Europe did not insist on a CSR 
Action Plan. 
 
Points discussed: 

• 

GROW H2 informed CSR Europe on the latest orientations 
emerging following exchange with our Cabinet. Importantly, due 
diligence and sustainable business conduct need to link to 
industrial policies and the ecosystem approach.  

• 

A sectorial approach is likewise promoted by CSR Europe, 
emphasising the importance of sector dialogues and taking 
responsibility within the sector. CSR Europe will share a non-
paper that was previously also shared with the Reynders 
Cabinet. 

• 

Sustainable investment and the role of investors was identified 
as key issue. During the 2020 SDG Summit this topic will be 
covered by a plenary on sustainable finance (27 October) and 
interventions by investors in due diligence plenaries (29 
October). 
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A holistic approach includes a dialogue with civil society and 
profiting from the knowledge of civil society organizations. CSR 
Europe criticised the focus of CSOs (ECCJ in particular) on 
regulatory measures only, leaving aside capacity building. CW 
emphasised the importance of partnerships and the existence of 
NGOs/CSOs with a broad mandate that includes collaborating 
with companies on sustainability issues.  

• 

Another focus for CSR Europe is responsible and transparent 
tax behaviour. They emphasised transparency as necessity to 
strengthen the fiscal capacity of cities, countries and regions.  

• 

GROW H2 mentioned the sustainable use of data as important 
topic in the sustainability debate on which the Commission 
started working (reference to DG CONNECT). CSR Europe 
confirms that some of their members are eager to work on this 
point.  

• 

CSR Europe has contact to Petra Petan (Policy Assistant in the 
Cabinet of Gentiloni) who seems the contact point for SDG-
related issues.   

 
Best regards, 
Kaja 
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