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BTO meeting between CAB Kyriakides and BEL Group (27 May)

Dear colleagues,
For your information.
Kind regards,

BTO meeting 27 May 2021 between CAB Kyriakides and BEL Group
Participants
Commission:
‐ Panayiotis Pourgourides, Karolina Herbout‐Borczak (CAB KYRIAKIDES)
‐
(SANTE.01),
(SANTE.E1)
BEL Group:
‐
,
, BEL Group
‐
, BEL Group
‐
, Anthenor Public Affairs
The meeting was organised at the request of BEL Group, a French agri‐food player active in dairy single‐
serving portion snacking (The Laughing Cow, Mini Babybel, Boursin and Kiri), in order to present the BEL
Group and its nutritional commitments and specificities in the context of the current debate on front‐
of‐pack nutrition labelling (FOPNL).
Summary of points raised by BEL Group:
‐ Stressed the uniqueness of the Group’s portion model, which ensures the right quantity of product
to respond to nutritional needs and preventing food waste.
‐ Highlighted the group’s five commitments i.e. healthier food; sustainable agriculture (e.g. GMO free
ingredients); responsible packaging; fight against climate change; food accessibility & affordability.
Regarding ‘healthier food’, highlighted the use of simple recipes (e.g. only 4 ingredients) without
the use of additives or preservatives.
‐ Stressed the Group’s efforts to improve the nutritional profile of their products and in particular to
reduce fat and salt content.
‐ Welcomed the development of an EU harmonised FOP labelling, which in their view should be
aligned with national dietary guidelines, reflect portion sizes and consider the nutritional density of
food (not only focus on negative nutrients but also focus on e.g. proteins, calcium or other
micronutrients).
‐ Regarding Nutri‐Score, highlighted the need to base the scheme on portions (instead of 100 gr),
which would ensure that the labelling is adapted to real consumption habits, and the need to allow
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‐

better differentiation between different cheeses as according to BEL Group a majority of cheeses is
classified as D. For these reasons, BEL Group is currently not applying the scheme in the countries
where it exists.
Promised to share with DG SANTE their analysis and data on the topic.

From Commission side:
‐ CAB welcomed the Group’s holistic approach and explained the Commission’s commitments related
to FOPNL and the setting of nutrient profiles and the state of play of the ongoing process.
Encouraged BEL Group to share information with SANTE.
‐ SANTE referred to the different options outlined in the inception impact assessment, including
portion‐based and non portion‐based formats and further explained the ongoing JRC literature
review, as well as advice from EFSA looking amongst others into national dietary guidelines.
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