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Head of Unit

Brussels,
JUST.A3/MS/cp Ares(2021)8586804

Mr Finbarr Bermingham
South China Morning Post
Brussels

Sent by email:
ask+request-10042-2304f199@asktheeu.org

Subject:  Your application for access to documents —- GESTDEM 2021/6375
Dear Mr Bermingham,

We refer to your e-mail dated 11/10/2021 in which you make a request for access to documents,
registered on 25/10/2021 under the above mentioned reference number.

You request access to:

- a list of meetings of DG JUST officials and/or representatives (including the Commissioner and
the Cabinet) and representatives of individual companies, including lobby consultancies and law firms,
and/or industry associations, in which the upcoming supply chain due diligence legislation was
discussed, and where the discussions touched on China and in particular, the Xinjiang region (between
January 2020 and now);

- minutes and other reports of these meetings;

- all correspondence (including emails) between DG JUST officials and/or representatives (including
the Commissioner and the Cabinet) and representatives of individual companies (including lobby
consultancies and law firms) and/or industry associations, in which the upcoming supply chain due
diligence legislation was discussed, and where the discussions touched on China and in particular,
the Xinjiang region (between January 2020 and today);

- all correspondence (including emails) between DG JUST officials and/or representatives (including
the Commissioner and the Cabinet) and representatives of EU member states to discuss the upcoming
supply chain due diligence legislation, where the discussions touched on China and in particular,
the Xinjiang region (between January 2020 and today);

- all correspondence (including emails) between DG JUST officials and/or representatives (including
the Commissioner and the Cabinet) and representatives of the Chinese government, its mission to
the EU or any third-party agencies representing the Chinese government, to discuss the upcoming
supply chain due diligence legislation and in particular the issue of Xinjiang.
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The following documents fall within the scope of your application:

1. Flash report meeting between Cssr Reynders Dutch Minister of Trade and Devco —
Netherlands, Ares(2021)3811022;

2. Flash Report Event with the German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP)
European Due Diligence Legislation and Implications for the World Economy, 26, Ares(2021)
Ares(2021)7931508;

3. Email_Anti-Slavery-International-ECCHR-Import-Controls-Position-Paper,
Ares(2021)4471915, which include the following annex:

- 4. Anti-Slavery-International-ECCHR-Import-Controls-Position-Paper.pdf,
Ares(2021)4471915;

5. Email_Position Paper No. 14 2021 of the German Bar Association with regard to the public
consultation of the European Commission on sustainable corporate governance,
Ares(2021)1225520, which include the following annex:

- 6. SN 14-2021.pdf, Ares(2021)1225520.

You may reuse public documents, which have been produced by the European Commission or by public
and private entities on its behalf based on the Commission Decision on the reuse of Commission
documents. You may reuse the documents disclosed free of charge and for non-commercial and
commercial purposes provided that the source is acknowledged and that you do not distort the original
meaning or message of the documents. Please note that the Commission does not assume liability
stemming from the reuse.

Please note that documents originating from third parties are disclosed to you based on Regulation (EC) No
1049/2001. However, this disclosure is without prejudice to the rules on intellectual property, which may
limit your right to reproduce or exploit the released documents without the agreement of the originator,
who may hold an intellectual property right on them. The European Commission does not assume any
responsibility from their reuse.

Regarding the access granted to minutes of meetings with external parties, please note that these
documents were drawn up for internal use under the responsibility of the relevant services of
the Directorate-General for Justice and Consumers. It solely reflects the services’ interpretation of
the interventions made and does not set out any official position of the third parties to which
the document refers, which was not consulted on its content. It does not reflect the position of
the Commission and cannot be quoted as such.

In accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, you are entitled to make a confirmatory
application requesting the Commission to review this position.

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed within 15 working days upon receipt of this letter to
the Secretary-General of the Commission at the following address:

European Commission
Secretariat-General
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or by email to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu

According to standard operational procedure, the reply to a request for access to documents is usually sent
by registered post. Please note, however, that due to the extraordinary health and security measures
currently in force during the COVID-19 pandemic, which include the requirement for all Commission non-
critical staff to telework, we are unfortunately not in a position to follow this procedure until further notice.

We would therefore appreciate if you could confirm receipt of the present e-mail by replying to
JUST-A3@ec.europa.eu

Yours sincerely,

Maija LAURILA
(e-signed)

Annexes: 6
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