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LTT/Opening remarks 

 

x  Good morning everyone. I am very pleased to welcoming you 

to this roundtable on hydrogen. 

 

x  As you know, the Commission is currently preparing a 

Hydrogen and Decarbonisation package to be adopted by the 
end of the year.  

 

x  This package is a cornerstone of the Commission’s Green Deal 

strategy aiming to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions by at 
least 55% by 2030. Last July, the Commission adopted a first 
comprehensive package to align our energy policy framework 
to the new and higher climate ambition. This included, among 
others, the revision of the Renewables and Energy Efficiency 
Directives.     

 

x  The second set of proposals is the Hydrogen and 

Decarbonisation package.  
 

x  We see that natural gas will still play an important role in a first 

phase of our decarbonisation process, in particular to help 
phase out coal in some regions of Europe. But over time, we 
need to replace natural gas with renewable and low-carbon 
gases, such as hydrogen, which will be key to achieve our 
decarbonisation objectives.  
 

x  We expect that hydrogen and other clean gases will provide us 

sustainable options for decarbonisation across a wide range of 
sectors, notably in those where it is more difficult to electrify.  
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x  Among the different legislative proposals that the Commission 

is envisaging for its December package there will be a proposal 
of revision of the Gas Directive and the Gas Regulation, as well 
as a proposal to revise the Gas Security of Supply Regulation.  
 

x  The Gas Directive and Regulation set the main regulatory 

principles of the gas market. It is time now to adapt those rules 
to the EU Green Deal objectives, notably by setting new rules to 
decarbonise the gas sector and facilitating the integration of 
hydrogen and renewable gases.  
 

x  We aim at three main objectives with this package:  

 

o  First, we want to remove barriers for hydrogen and 

renewables gases, allowing them to access the gas 
infrastructure and progressively replace natural gas; 

o  Secondly, we want to design the main market rules the 

hydrogen sector, covering issues such as third party 
access, unbundling and tariff setting; 

o  Thirdly, we will also extend to gas consumers the rights 

that electricity consumers have under the current 
Electricity Directive.   

 

x  Current EU gas rules focus on fossil gas imported via big 

pipelines. If we want that our gas system is decarbonised, we 
need to re-think the existing rules to ensure that gases 
produced with new and clean technologies enjoy good market 
access and, thus, can play their role in the energy transition. 
 

x  We also need to put in place additional enabling measures to 

promote these renewable and low-carbon gases. These could 
be measures to ensure the injection of these gases in the 

distribution network, but also measures 
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to ensure their access to gas infrastructure, such as storage 
capacities or LNG terminals.  
 

x  It could also include tariff discounts, which could make them 

more competitive against natural gas.   
 

x  So the main aim of the upcoming December Package is to push 

for the decarbonisation of the gas sector in Europe. But we are 
well aware of the context in which this package will be 
presented, that of very high energy prices, triggered by the 
prices in the gas market. 
 

x  The world economy has started to rebound after the pandemic. 

We are seeing that Asia is hungry for energy and competing for 
the same LNG supplies as Europe, offering a higher premium.  
At the same time, here in Europe, our gas supply has tightened. 
 

x  Hydrogen can greatly help us become more diversified and 

independent from energy imports, while also contributing to 
meeting our Green Deal objectives. But for that we need the 
right market design and the right support measures. This is why 
I am so interested in hearing your views at this time of 
preparation of the package.      
 

x  In the invitation we sent you we put forward some questions 

on the basis of which we could structure our discussion. You 
are of course free to draw our attention on other important 
issues. 
 

x  I am really looking forward to hearing your views and to 

starting today’s discussion. 

Thank you!   
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Concluding remarks 

   

 

x  Thank you very much for your excellent contributions today 

and for the good debate we have just had! 

 

x  I think that the debate has shown different points of view in 

some of the topics we put forward, but it has also shown a 
broad convergence on our objective to decarbonise the gas 
system and achieve Green deal objectives, while ensuring a 
secure and affordable energy supply.  
 

x  We all agree that hydrogen can and should pay its role in 

Europe’s decarbonisation, while also helping improve our 
energy security.     
 

x  I have also heard new interesting angles and arguments that 

we in the Commission will need to reflect upon.  
 

x  Many of you have already actively participated in the public 

consultation on gas and hydrogen that we organised last 
Spring. However, should you have new data and positions on 
these topics we would very much welcome that you share 
them with us.  
 

x  We are now in a key phase of the preparation of the hydrogen 

and gas package and we want to get all major points into 
account before finalising our proposal. 
 

x  Let me once again thank you for participating in this roundtable 
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today. I hope we can continue our fruitful discussion in the 
coming days and weeks.          
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