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agricultural products and the fisheries sector

Dear Mr. Rochford.

At our meeting on 15 October 2013. you asked for a reply in writing to your question

regarding the applicability of the Guidelines on Regional State Aid for 20 14-2020 (hereinafter

“RAG 2014-2020”)’ to specific cases relating to agricultural products and the fisheries sector.

The RAG 2014-2020 introduce some changes in the scope of application, compared to the

RAG 2007-2013.

With respect to the processing and marketing of agricultural products. all stages of processing

of products which result in products listed in Annex I to the TFEU are subject to the

Guidelines covering agriculture and forestry for 20l4-2020. Processing and marketing of
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See RAG 2014-2020, Footnote II. Nonetheless it is still necessary to bear in mind that both the Guidelines

lbr State aid in the agriculture and forestry sector for 20 14-2020 and the Agricultural Block exemption

regulation have not yet been adopted
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agricultural products resulting in products listed outside Annex I to the TFEU is still covered

by RAG 2014-2020.

However, as regards non-Annex I measures related to rural development, which are financed

under rural development programmes or are being granted as additional national financing to

such co-financed measures, RAG is applicable unless the guidelines on agriculture and

forestry provide otherwise.

The legislative process on the new de mm/mis and the new general block exemption

regulations is still on-going. Nevertheless, according to the latest draft legislative text

available4, the future de mimi/mis regulation will apply to both categories of processed

products (Annex I and non-Annex I). This is of course subject to confirmation after the final

adoption of the de minimis regulation.

With respect to the fisheries sector, the situation is very clear. Fisheries and aquaculture. as

covered by Council Regulation (EC) N° 104/200() of 17 December 1999 on the common

organisation of the market and fishery and aquaculture prodtLcts5,are entirely excluded from

the scope of the RAG 20 14-2020.

Yours faithfully,

Miek VAN I)ER WEE
Head of Unit

• Contact: Julie Thiran +32(0)229947 91,
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