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J V.ir Mr rintTíni 

Thank yi>u for vom* Jet ler of June 2(Ю6 to Vicc-PrcMilcnl Fmilini. lhe Viec-Prcsídcnl luis 
icquchled im. lo rcsporul io \οιι ли his hchutl. Yon raise (lie issue oľthe po^irion oľcliildren 
ni ι .m. ιιιιιίιΊ ilu· Ri>iiuim;in svsieni ,ιηιί ч^' nui 'jir ο Γ JOU!' '.' '"уап^аИОР (í!*1 !ί1!$. 

Allow mc i irst ol all lo assure \ou ihat Vicc President frau hu and lhe Di rec ι owl e General lor 
J ust t cc. ľiccdotn and S cľ uri ι y for wlijch he t s responsible pay loti si dera b 1c arrcr.tion lo 
Romania and ib p rep а пи i on s for membership of the Fumpean Union. Respjci lor 
fund a men (al ri dus ami lhe mHepcndcnce and e I 'll ciency of lhe justice svsicjh are key 
principies on ulneh (he Kurope¿in Union is built. Henee, as Vice President 1 Vauin i repealed 
dininiĮ ins vibii on I Augusi. Romanja will Ime lo comply willi these and will be judged on 
its si.iio of read ¡new» before final «uhni itane c (o lhe European Lmon As you may be aware. 
\vc are currently preparili g a linal repon on Romania's progress which \i ill be made publie on 
2ft Seplembcr. 

Allow me also lo iinderline thai (be Righls of the Child in general are an issue lo which w c 
aiiach и imos t i m po na псе. Yuu refer in y mir letter to the fact thai Komama adopted new 
letnshiiion on child proieoimn wiih effect from Ì January 2005. Knmnnia has now made 
impressive progress io impro\c child protection. Large old-style instil u t ions have been 
closed and modem child pi oi cet ion alternai i ves have been created. I ivi n g conditions for the 
children have been substantially improved. 

I lits leçislaiiois is nou aligned with the European acquis in ï his area and il n at isposes il ic L N 
Com em ion on the Rigbis of ihc Child. According u> ihis neu legislation, inicr-umntrv 
ad op I ion is a last resort, if suitable solutions ranging from smaller homes to foster care e annoi 
he provided in Romania. Inier-councry adoption is also siricdy limited lo lhe naiural 
grandparents and is no longer foreseen as a child protec u on measure. This rallier strict 
measure must be unders lood u uh in the conte.xi of former abusive ptaeiiccs relaiing to 
mierna! ¡onal Adoptions in Romania. Morco \ or. the new law doc« not Ιο η s« v :iny «p^cial 
cases which would be open lor in le mat i onal adopiions. This represents a līmi reaeiion ю past 
irregnlaruies and a measure conducive to the dc\ eloping imra-country alternatives in lhe best 
ι nieres! of lhe child. Thi i clearly shows ih.it Roma η ι а'ь has improved its record in Ihis area, 
«и n is widely acknowledged lhal Romania's child protection is now considered sali s factory 
in comparison w uh Momher StatCb* best praences. 
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Wc co η π nuc to m (»n i юг lhe progress being made by Romania, up to the point of accession 
jirìij л repon on ι lie progress made wil! be published in September. 

uurs siticcrck. 
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