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Thaik vou (or voar letler of Jung 20006 to Viee-President Frattini. The Vice-President has
teguested uwre to respond 1o you on his behall, You raise the issue of the position of children
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Allow mc hest ol all 10 assure you Lhat Vice President Fratunu aud the Direclorate General lor
Justice, I'reedom and Security for which he (s respousible pay considerable artertion to
Romania and its preparatnons for membership of the Furopean Unjon. Respzet lor
fundamental nights and the independence and cllicieney of the justice svstem are key
principlcs on which the European Union is built. Henee. as Vice President Irattini repeated
durtng his visit on | August, Romania wiil have 1o comply with these and will be judged on
its state of readiness before final admittance w0 the European Linion. As vou may be aware,
we are currently preparing a linal report on Romania's progress which will be made public on
26 September,

Allow me also 1o underline that the Rights of the Child in gencral are an issne to which we
altach ntmost importance. You refer in your letter to the [act that Romamia adopted new
legislation on child protection with effect from 1 January 20035, Romania has now mude
impressive pragress to nuprove child protection.  Large old-style institutions have been
closcd and madern child protection alternatives have been created. Iiving conditions [or the
cluldren have been substantially nmproved.

Iits legislation is now abgned with the Curopean acgis in 1his arca and it transposes e UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  According 10 this new leaislation, inter-country
adophion 15 a last resort. il suitable solutions ranging from smaller homes to foster care cannol
he provided in Ronwnia.  Imer-country adoption is also sirictly limited to the natural
grandparents and is no longer forescen as a child proteclion measure.  This rather strict
measure must be understood within the context of former abusive practices relaiing to
miernational adoptions in Romania, Morcover. the mew law does not loresee any special
cases which would be open Jor intemational adoptions. This represents a firn reaction 10 past
irregularities and a mcasure conducive to the devcleping intra-country alternatives in the best
inerest of the child. Tlus clearly shows (hat Romania’s has improved its record in this area.
as 111% widely acknowledeed that Romania’s child protection is now considered satsiaclory
11 comparisoli with Member States™ best praclices.

Emepean Conemission B 1048 Brussel - Belgum. |elephons © (32 23 299 15 11.
Qffice . LX48 ¥0G-ht. 1eleplione : direct ling {32-2} 205 14 47,

£401¢03



Woe conlinue to monitor the progress being made by Romania, up to the point ol accession
andd - report on the progress made will be published in Sceptember.

Yours sincerely.
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