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Subject: COEST /COPOL-Visit by EUSR for the South Caucasus, Peter Semneby, to Georgia 
on 14-18 July 2008  
 
SUMMARY 
 
The security situation in the conflict areas remains tense, with Abkhaz interlocutors accusing Tbilisi 
for recent bombings. While much appreciated by Tbilisi, the sharply increased level of international 
attention to the conflicts seems to have caught the Abkhaz side unprepared, causing them to harden 
their positions instead of taking the opportunity for real dialogue. NOT DECLASSIFIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROGRAMME 
 
EUSR for the South Caucasus, Peter Semneby, visited Georgia on 14-18 July 2008. In Abkhazia, 
meetings were held with de facto President Bagapsh, de facto PM Ankvab, de facto FM Shamba, 
Speaker of the de facto Parliament Ashuba, and Secretary of de facto Security Council Lakoba. In 
South Ossetia, meetings were held with de facto First Deputy PM Chochiev and other officials. In 
Tbilisi, EUSR met with Deputy PM Baramidze, State Minister for Reintegration Yakobashvili, 
Deputy Foreign Ministers Bokeria and Vashadze,  Georgian Ambassador to Moscow Kitsmarishvili 
(recalled to Tbilisi for consultations), the semi-official intermediary between the Georgian 
government and the Abkhaz de facto authorities Lakerbaia, Public Defender Subari, and the 
prominent opposition politician Zurabishvili. EUSR also met with UNOMIG DSRSG Petrov, 

UNOMIG Chief Military Observer Khattak, OSCE HoM Hakala, and  US Ambassador Tefft.  French 

Ambassador Fournier (EU Presidency) and Acting Head of European Commission Delegation 
Liddell accompanied the EUSR to meetings. The EUSR also participated in an EU Institute for 
Security Studies conference, 'Georgia and the EU: Prospects for Cooperation and Integration'. 
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