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Subject: Meeting between Elisabetta SIRACUSA and the European Confederation 
of Maize production (CEPM) on Friday 4 February 2015 

Participants: Elisabetta SIRACUSA (CAB-HOGAN), < 

ι de l'Association Générale des Producteurs de 
Ide CEPM 

GDC « Verdissement et Paiements Directs » 

1. PRESENTATION OF CEPM CONCERNS 

recalled the CEPM role and mission. CEPM represents and defends 
the interests of all or part of maize chains in Europe. 10 member countries belong to 
CEPM (Bulgaria, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovakia and Spain). 

Currently CEPM is represented in the new civil dialog groups (CDG), with at least. 
1 seat in 5 of 13 CDG. has been designated as of the 
CDG "direct payments and greening" 

4ММНИ  ̂ underlined the strengths and the dynamism of the maize sector in 
Europe. According Maize is a potential resource in different fields: human 
food, animal feed, bioenergy, green chemistry, seed production. Also EU maize 
sector needs to compete with other key players on the world market 

Greening is perceived as a new challenge. In CEPM's view, a shortage of maize 
supply cannot fit with the local needs of industry (for example animal feed 
processors cannot adjust their receipts by using other cereal from one year to 
another year). 
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2. SIMPLIFICATION 

Ms Siracusa took note. As regards greening, simplification is a high priority for the 
Commissioner in 2015. Ms Siracusa highlighted some elements of the work on 
simplification, including the need to proceed without putting the effectiveness and 
the sound financial management of the policy at risk. She recalled the previous 
Commission's commitment to review the rules on Ecological Focus Area (within the 
current policy framework) after the first year of implementation. The opportunity 
would also be seized to simplify, if appropriate, other Commission rules. 

Ms Siracusa recalled the importance for all stakeholders to contribute to the 
simplification exercise considering in particular that input stemming from the direct 
experience of farmers would be very helpful. In this context, the contribution of all 
other stakeholders and farmers' organisations would be welcome. 
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