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Proposals for Directives on Animal Cloning 

Dear Commissioner, 

Thank you for your letter dated 07 January 2015, in which you outline inter 

alia the reasoning behind the two proposed draft directives on animal cloning 

for food production. 

You discuss the fact that regulations covering the progeny of cloned animals 

are difficult to justify on animal welfare grounds, as the problems affect only 

the cloned animals themselves and their surrogate mothers. Please allow me 

to point out the following in this regard: Implementation of the planned 

directives in the EU would legalise the sales markets for semen, ova, and 

progeny of cloned animals from non-member states as well as food produced 

from them, as they include no regulations for them. This would boost, as a 

consequence, the use of cloning technology abroad. The animal welfare 

problems associated with cloning would continue to exist, they would not be 

resolved and would simply be shifted abroad (to non-member states) i.e., the 
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cloned animals' country of origin. Regulations on the progeny of cloned animals are 

therefore also justifiable for reasons of animal welfare. 

In this context, a rejectionist stance on the part of consumers vis-à-vis food produced 

from cloned animals and certainly their descendants also plays a role. Negative 

consequences for the animal product market should be avoided by all means. The 

chief objective should be to preserve consumer confidence in food quality. 

I would ask you to incorporate these considerations into future proceedings in the 

interest of animal welfare and public confidence in the market for foods of animal 

origin. 


