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Maritime Security Event at the European Parliament 
 
 
On the 18th of September, the think tank European Security Round Table and DCNS, French naval 
shipbuilder, organised together an event at the European Parliament on the future European Maritime 
Security Strategy. This event was chaired by Georgios Koumoutsakos, Greek MEP, and divided in 
two parts: 
 
A panel discussion on European maritime challenges  
 
The panel gathered Mr Koumoutsakos, Vice-Admiral Patrick Hebrard (Wise Pens) and Beate Gminder 
(DG MARE). Among the participants, Gesine Meissner (MEP, rapporteur on the Integrated Maritime 
Policy (IMP)) and Oliver Seiffarth (DG HOME) also intervened to give insights on the topic. The 
speakers mentioned the fast 
development of modern maritime 
challenges and their impact on the 
European growth, as well as the need to 
protect the European borders and 
activities at sea. They were all strongly 
in favour of an ambitious European 
Maritime Security Strategy, which 
would find its roots in the IMP and the 
European Security Strategy. 

 
Beate Gminder also announced that the 
European Commission was already 
working on a first draft of the European 
Maritime Security Strategy. Mr 
Koumoutsakos declared that maritime 
security would be one of the main 
priorities of the Greek Presidency of the 
European Council during the first 
semester of 2014. 

 
Vice-Admiral P. Hebrard, Beate Gminder, MEP Koumoutsakos and C. Raab from ESRT 
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                    Beate Gminder and Georgios Koumoutsakos   Greek Permanent Representant to the EU 
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A Maritime Surveillance Demonstration – The I2C project 
 
During the second part of the event, a demonstration of the I2C project was delivered by Michel Morel 
and Nouredine Houari from DCNS. This demonstration aimed at presenting to the participants the 
results of this European R&D project financed by the European Commission under the seventh 
Framework Program for Research and Technological Development (FP7).  
Based on a real time analysis of the situation in the Mediterranean Sea, and on the demonstration of 
the different functions and applications which had been developed, the presenters explained the added 
value of the I2C system for the maritime security decision makers.  
 
I2C software in brief 
The purpose of I2C is to detect and identify in real time illegal and criminal activities conducted at 
sea. I2C allows the dynamic analysis of vessel trajectories and activities. It also offers multiple 
databases access and automatic alerts as a function of the rules established in consultation with the 
operational authorities. To accomplish these missions, the system correlates and exploits all 
information gathered from multiple sources: surveillance data from coastal radars, airplanes and 
vessels, observation satellites, etc. The analysis of these data allows the real-time constitution of the 
most precise synopsis possible of the situation for the use of the operational managers. These 
managers thus have at their disposal reliable information to make operational decisions and plan the 
necessary interventions. I2C has been recognised by a powerful decision-support tool by both the end 
users and the European Commission. 
 
 

                           
          Michel More (DCNS) and Paolo Salieri (DG ENTR)              The demonstration caught the audience’s attention 

 
The European Commission representatives expressed their interest for such a successful project, and 
insisted on the necessity to improve cooperation at the European level between actors, especially in the 
fields of data sharing and standardisation. The American system was mentioned as a “good practice 
example”, as the US had managed to develop a network of applications gathering all available 
information and maritime security actors in a single system used all over their territory.  
 
The speakers and participants to the 18th of October event highlighted their interest in carrying on the 
debate and in supporting the implementation of the future European Maritime Security Strategy.  
 

  
The Maritime security event gathered more than 50 people 


