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DELEGATION TO MONTENEGRO 

The Head of Delegation 

2 October, 2015, Podgorica, Montenegro 

Subject; Technical discussion on follow up actions in Child Care System Reform 

Your Excellency, 

The European Union and UN System in Montenegro have been attentively following all 
the achievements in the development of the Montenegrin social sectors because social 
justice is at the heart of the European and UN reform agenda Mid it is also recognized by 
Montenegro as signatory of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and many others. 

Both the EU and UNICEF stand side by side with your Government in modernization of 
the social welfare system, which is a prominent topic of the Progress Report, the 
negotiations on chapters 19 and 23, as well as our financial contribution to the social and 
child protection reform. 

We salute positive recent results accomplished by your Ministry, which include a 
decrease in institutionalisation rates, competence and efficiency gains at the level of the 
centres for social work and improved cooperation between your services and with 
international donors. 

We whole-heartedly praise your recent commitment to eradicate placement of children 
under the age of three in institutions by 2017, and express our readiness to provide all the 
assistance required towards this goal. 
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Yet, in the recent past, both the EU and UNICEF have noticed a number of developments 
of concern in the sector of child protection that require further attention. In this respect, 
the EUD and UNICEF suggest that you consider the following critical issues: 

1. Revision of the Plan of Transformation of the Children's Home "Mladost" to 
remove the service of "emergency reception unit for children up to 3 years old"; 

2. Identifying strategies for sustainable results in expanding quality foster care 
services; 

3. Ensuring adequate standard of care and protection of children with disability who 
attend daily care, since we are concerned about mixing of adults and children in 
the light of recent amendments to the Law proposed by certain parliamentary 
members; 

4. Ensuring quality and full harmonization of secondary legislation accompanying 
the law on Social and Child Protection with respective international standards. 

At such a critical time of the reform, we would like to assure you of our contmuous 
support to consolidate the gains and ensure sustainability of the changes achieved, and to 
address the issues above mentioned. 

Yours sincerely. 
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