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Cabinet of Vice-President and High Representative Federica Mogherini

Head of Cabinet

Brussels, 2 6 JUIN 2015
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Dear Ambassador, UM

h'tei r

Please find enclosed a letter from High Representative/Vice President Federica
Mogherini and Commissioner Dimitris Avramopoulos addressed to H.E. Mr Péter
Szijjártó, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade of Hungary.
I would be grateful if you could transmit this letter to H.E. Mr Péter Szijjártó.
A copy of the letter is enclosed for your information.
Yours sincerely.

Stefano Manservisi

H.E. Mr Péter Györkös
Ambassador, Permanent Representative
Permanent Representation of Hungary to the EU
Rue de Trêves 92-98
1040 Brussels
Belgium
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FEDERICA MOGHERINI
HIGH REPRESENTATIVE
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Brussels,

2 6 JUIN 2015

A(2015)2388353-2696568

H.E. Mr Peter Szijjártó
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Hungary

Thank you for your letter dated 11 May, received on 1 June, referring to the issue of a European
Union representation in the Gulf countries, in particular in Qatar.
The European Union diplomatic presence in the Gulf countries is a political priority for the
European External Action Service, particularly in this time of turmoil which is affecting, to varying
degrees, the entire sub-region. Let me recall, in this respect, that the European Union is already
present with fully fledged delegations in Saudi Arabia (also accredited to Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman
and Qatar) and the United Arab Emirates (UAE).
As you rightly mentioned, the recent opening of the Delegation to the UAE is a clear evidence of
our interest to expand and strengthen our presence in the region. I can reassure you that this remains
my personal commitment and one of the EU as a whole.
The importance of Qatar is increasing in view of the country's regional role and its implications in
terms of trade, energy and political matters. However, I had to make choices given our resources
constraints. In the draft 2016 budget, I have asked for additional credits for the opening of a
delegation in Iran, if the political context is conducive for such an opening; if not, I propose to open
a new EU delegation in another Gulf country. Qatar is certainly a strong option. I hope to be able to
count on the support of Hungary in the context of the budget discussion which currently takes place
in the Council.
Let me thank you once again for your proposal and your dedication to strengthening the EU
relations with the Gulf countries. Rest assured that the opening of an EU Delegation in Doha will
certainly be reconsidered whenever the financial circumstances become more favourable.
Yours sincerely.

Federica Mogherini
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