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SUMMARY

1.  Adoption of the provisional agenda and items "I".............cccceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 10

Coreper Part 1

2. Replies to written questions put to the Council by Members of the European Parliament

(a) n°E-5438/07 put by Jan Marinus Wiersma - "EUPOL Afghanistan"

(b) n°E-5472/07 put by Alfredo Antoniozzi
"Legal framework, powers of Member States, and transitional arrangements for the free
movement of citizens of the new Member States"

(c) n°E-5537/07 put by Maria Badia i Cutchet
"Irregularities and false advertising on websites selling airline tickets online"

(d) n°E-5589/07 put by Luca Romagnoli
"Passports of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus"

(e) n°E-5597/07 put by Jules Maaten
"Death sentence handed down by Iranian court to Dutch human rights activist Abdullah
al-Mansouri"

(f) n° E-5646/07 put by Mario Borghezio
"Islamic terrorism: is Europe resorting to self-censorship?"

(g) n°E-5941/07 put by Claude Moraes - "UK flood relief"

(h) n°E-5968/07 put by Zuzana Roithova - "European patent system"

(1) n°E-5994/07 put by Bart Staes - "Whale-catching by Japan"

() n°E-6001/07 put by Raiil Romeva i Rueda
"The EU's underwater archaeological heritage"

(k) n°E-6005/07 put by Catherine Stihler - "2007 Japanese whale hunt"

(I)  n° E-6020/07 put by Antonios Trakatellis
"Attacks on churches in Istanbul and human rights violations"

(m) n°E-6037/07 put by Sophie in't Veld, Raul Romeva, Michael Cashman, Sarah Ludford,
Lizzy Groner
"Visa Waiver Programme and HIV positive persons"

(n) n°E-6053/07 put by Katerina Batzeli and Maria Eleni Koppa
"Acts of vandalism and defacement of Christian churches in Turkey"

(o) n°E-6085/07 put by Francisco José Millan Mon
"Follow-up to the Euromed Ministerial Conference on Migration"

(p) n°E-6152/07 put by Sepp Kusstatscher, Doris Pack, Gisela Kallenbach, Monica
Frassoni and Daniel Cohn-Bendit
"Interpol warrant against Mr Beslagic"

(q) n°E-6339/07 put by Eija-Riitta Korhola - "Biofuels"

(r) n°E-6588/07 put by Jonathan Evans, Charles Tannock
"Discrimination against people with HIV/AIDS travelling to the United States"

(s) n°E-0040/08 put by Mario Mauro
"European Union's lack of competence for matters relating to the family, cohabitation
and same-sex partnerships"
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(t) n°E-0060/08 put by Agustin Diaz de Mera Garcia Consuegra
"Apology for terrorism"

(u) n°E-0065/08 put by Agustin Diaz de Mera Garcia Consuegra - "ETA"

(v) n°E-0087/08 put by Jens Holm - "Torture in Spain"

(w) n°E-0112/08 put by Erik Meijer
"Exclusion of Iranian students from technical studies in the Netherlands on grounds of
their nationality because knowledge of nuclear technology might be transferred"

3. Draft agenda for the forthcoming part-session of the European Parliament in Strasbourg from
18 to 21 February 2008

4.  Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on Community
statistics relating to external trade with non-member countries and repealing Council
Regulation (EC) No 1172/95

5. Proposals for Council Decisions on the conclusion of Agreements on certain aspects of air
services between the European Community and
(a) the Republic of Maldives
(b) the Government of Georgia
(c) the Republic of Moldova
(d) the Republic of Lebanon
(e) the Oriental Republic of Uruguay
(f)  the Government of the Republic of Singapore

6.  Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion of Protocols amending the Agreements
on certain aspects of air services between the European Community and, respectively,
the Government of Georgia, the Republic of Lebanon, the Republic of Maldives, the Republic
of Moldova, the Government of the Republic of Singapore and the Oriental Republic of
Uruguay to take account of the accession to the European Union of the Republic of Bulgaria
and Romania

7. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending
Regulation (EEC) No 1408/71 on the application of social security schemes to employed
persons, to self-employed persons and to members of their families moving within the
Community ("Miscellaneous Amendments 2006") (First reading)

8.  Proposal for a Recommendation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
establishment of the European Qualifications Framework for lifelong learning (First reading)

9.  Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the
production and development of statistics on education and lifelong learning (First reading)
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10. Preparation of Council meeting (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 18 February 2008

- Genetically modified organisms

(a) Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the placing on the market of products
containing, consisting of, or produced from genetically modified maize
MONS863xNK603 (MON-0O@863-5xMON-603-6) pursuant to Regulation
(EC) No 1829/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council

(b) Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the placing on the market of products
containing, consisting of, or produced from genetically modified maize
MONS863xMONS810 (MON-0Q0863-5xMON-0O@810-6) pursuant to Regulation
(EC) No 1829/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council

(c) Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the placing on the market of products
containing, consisting of, or produced from genetically modified maize
MONS863xMONS810xNK603 (MON-00863-5xMON-QAD810-6xMON-Q603-
6) pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the European Parliament and of
the Council

(d) Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the placing on the market of feed
produced from the genetically modified potato EH92-527-1 (BPS-25271-9) and
the adventitious or technically unavoidable presence of the potato in food and
other feed products under Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the European
Parliament and of the Council

(e) Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the placing on the market of products
containing, consisting of, or produced from genetically modified maize GA21
(MON-00121-9) pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the European
Parliament and of the Council

............................................................................................. 11
11. Preparation of the Council meeting "Competitiveness" (Internal Market, Industry and
Research) on 25 February 2008
1. Setting of the provisional agenda ...............c.ooiiiiiiiiii i 12
2. Single Market REVIEW .......oiiiieiiiii e e e 12

12.  Goods Package
J Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down
procedures relating to the application of certain national technical rules to products
lawfully marketed in another Member State and repealing Decision 3052/95/EC ....12
J Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council setting out the
requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of

0 L0 16 111 £ PR 13
J Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on a common
framework for the marketing of products ... 13
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13. Setting of the provisional agenda for the Council meeting (Transport, Telecommunications

and Energy) on 28 February 2008 ..........ooiiiiiiiiiii i 13
14.  Setting of the provisional agenda for the Council meeting (Employment, Social Policy, Health

and Consumer Affairs) on 29 February 2008 .........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiii e 13
6137/08 b

5
CAB FR/EN



Coreper Part 2

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Business Continuity Planning at the General Secretariat of the Council

Discharge to be given to the Commission in respect of the implementation of the budget for
the financial year 2006

Discharge to be given to the bodies set up by the European Communities in respect of the
implementation of the budget for the financial year 2006

Discharge to be given to the Executive Agencies in respect of the implementation of the
budget for the financial year 2006

Proposal for a Council Directive concerning indirect taxes on the raising of capital (Recast
version)

VAT Package

- Council Directive amending Directive 2006/112/EC as regards the place of supply of
services

- Council Directive laying down detailed rules for the refund of value added tax, provided
for in Directive 2006/112/EC, to taxable persons not established in the Member State of
refund but established in another Member State

- Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1798/2003 as regards the
introduction of administrative cooperation and the exchange of information concerning
the rules relating to the place of supply of services, the special schemes and the refund
procedure for value added tax

Proposal for a Council Decision relating to the conclusion of an Agreement between the
European Community and the Council of Europe on cooperation between the European Union
Agency for Fundamental Rights and the Council of Europe

Proposal for a Council Directive on the conditions of entry and residence of third-country
nationals for the purposes of highly qualified employment

Proposal for a Council Directive on a single application procedure for a single permit for
third-country nationals to reside and work in the territory of a Member State and on a
common set of rights for third-country workers legally residing in a Member State

Proposal for a Council framework decision on the organisation and content of the exchange of
information extracted from criminal records between Member States

Draft Decision of the EEA Joint Committee amending Protocol 31 to the EEA Agreement, on
cooperation in specific fields outside the four freedoms (Drug Prevention and Information
Programme)
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38. -

Council Joint Action extending the mandate of the European Union Special Representative
for the Republic of Moldova

Council Joint Action extending the mandate of the European Union Special Representative
for Central Asia

Council Joint Action amending and extending the mandate of the European Union Special
Representative for the African Great Lakes Region

Council Joint Action amending and extending the mandate of the European Union Special
Representative for Sudan

Draft Concept of Operations (CONOPS) for the ESDP Mission in support of Guinea Bissau
Security Sector Reform (EU SSR Guinea Bissau)

Council Joint Action on the European Union mission in support of security sector reform in
the Republic of Guinea Bissau (EU SSR GUINEA BISSAU)

Council Common Position concerning restrictive measures imposed against Liberia

Coherence screening of indicative Council agendas - Identification of items with a
development dimension on the indicative agendas for Council meetings

Recommendation from the Commission to the Council authorising the Commission to open
negotiations in the World Trade Organisation with a view to reaching an agreement on any
necessary compensatory adjustment for the modification of GATS trade commitments
pursuant to GATS Article XXI

Council Decision on the principles, priorities and conditions contained in the Accession
Partnership with Croatia

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the
European Statistical Governance Advisory Board (First reading)

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the
European Statistical Advisory Committee and repealing Council Decision 91/116/EEC (First
reading)

Proposal for a Council Decision on a Community position within the EC-Faroe Islands Joint
Committee on the amendments to Decision No 1/2001 as regards the import of registered
equidae directly from Iceland and the movements of registered equidae between the

Faroe Islands and the European Community

Draft Council Decision on the signing and provisional application of a Protocol to the
Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an association between the European
Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and the State of Israel, of the other
part, on a Framework Agreement between the European Community and the State of Israel on
the general principles governing the State of Israel's participation in Community programmes
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- Draft Council Decision on the conclusion of a Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement

establishing an association between the European Communities and their Member States, of
the one part, and the State of Israel, of the other part, on a Framework Agreement between the
European Community and the State of Israel on the general principles governing the State of
Israel's participation in Community programmes

39. CTA - Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation
- Revised budget for the year 2008
40. Relations with the ACP States and the OCT
- Council Statement concerning the Statement of Assurance of the Court of Auditors
relating to the activities of the sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth European Development
Funds (EDFs) for the financial year 2006
41. Relations with the ACP States and the OCT
- Council Recommendation concerning the discharge to be given to the Commission in
respect of the implementation of the operations of the European Development Fund
(6th, 7th, 8th and 9th EDF) for the financial year 2006
I
42. Preparation of the Council meeting (Economic and Financial Affairs) on 12 February 2008
(a) Preparation of the European Council (13/14 March 2008)
- Contribution to the Spring European Council conclusions: Key Issues Paper
................................................................................................ 14
- Efficiency of economic instruments for energy and climate change ............... 14
(b)  Other items in connection with the Council meeting ..................cooiiiiiiiininn.... 14
43. Preparation of the Council meeting (General Affairs and External Relations) on
18/19 February 2008
A.  General Affairs
- Other items in connection with the Council meeting ...............................e. 15
B.  External Relations
- Other items in connection with the Council meeting ................................. 15
44. Presentation of the agenda of the Council meeting (Justice and Home Affairs) on
28 February 2008 ......ointiiiitiit e 15
6137/08 b

8
CAB FR/EN



45. Draft negotiation guidelines for an agreement between the European Union and Australia on
the processing and transfer of passenger name record (PNR) data to the Australian competent
authorities

- Any other business

(a) Draft Commission Regulation amending Annex V to Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 of
the European Parliament and of the Council laying down rules for the prevention,

control and eradication of certain transmissible spongiform encephalopathies ......... 15
(b) Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on quarterly
statistics on population and housing Censuses (First reading) ..................ccoeevnnn. 16
6137/08 b

9
CAB FR/EN



1.  Adoption of the provisional agenda and items "I"
doc. 6018/08 OJ/CRP1 5
6030/08 OJ/CRP2 5

The above mentioned agenda is approved with the following changes :

The following item is added :

(Coreper Part 2, under I)

46. Council Common Position renewing restrictive measures against Zimbabwe
5888/08 PESC 125 COAFR 42 COARM 5
5886/08 PESC 123 COAFR 41 COARM 4

The Committee approves the "I" items as set out in the summary. Details are contained in the
document quoted under item 1.
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Coreper Part 1

II

10. Preparation of Council meeting (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 18 February 2008

- Genetically modified organisms

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the placing on the market of
products containing, consisting of, or produced from genetically modified
maize MON863xNK603 (MON-00863-5xMON-0O0603-6) pursuant to
Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the European Parliament and of the
Council

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the placing on the market of
products containing, consisting of, or produced from genetically modified
maize MON863xMON810 (MON-00863-5xMON-O0810-6) pursuant to
Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the European Parliament and of the
Council

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the placing on the market of
products containing, consisting of, or produced from genetically modified
maize MON863xMONS810xNK603 (MON-00863-5xMON-O08103-6xMON-
B0603-6) pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the European
Parliament and of the Council

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the placing on the market of feed
produced from the genetically modified potato EH92-527-1 (BPS-25271-9)
and the adventitious or technically unavoidable presence of the potato in food
and other feed products under Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the
European Parliament and of the Council

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the placing on the market of
products containing, consisting of, or produced from genetically modified
maize GA21 (MON-00021-9) pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of
the European Parliament and of the Council

Adoption

16782/07 AGRILEG 207 ENV 726

16783/07 AGRILEG 208 ENV 727

16784/07 AGRILEG 209 ENV 728

16785/07 AGRILEG 210 ENV 729

5333/08 AGRILEG 7 ENV 22

5361/08 AGRILEG 9 ENV 23

5946/08 AGRILEG 14 ENV 63

5948/08 AGRILEG 15 ENV 64

The results of the deliberations of the Committee are set out in documents 6167/08, 6168/08
and 6169/08.
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11. Preparation of the Council meeting '""Competitiveness" (Internal Market, Industry
and Research) on 25 February 2008

1.  Setting of the provisional agenda

The Committee agreed to the setting of the provisional agenda of the Council

"Competitiveness" meeting on 25 February 2008 as set out in 6621/08 OJ CONS 10
COMPET 64 RECH 63.

2.  Single Market Review

- Adoption of Council conclusions
5904/08 COMPET 37 MI 38 SOC 57 CONSOM 12

The Committee examined a set of draft Council conclusions on the Single Market Review

presented by the Presidency (doc. 5904/08). Delegations proposed certain amendments of the
text which the Presidency undertook to consider before submitting the final version to the

Council.

12. Goods Package
o Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying
down procedures relating to the application of certain national technical rules to
products lawfully marketed in another Member State and repealing Decision

3052/95/EC
- Examination of the compromise text proposed by the Presidency
6313/07 COMPET 51 ECO 25 ENT 24 MI 40 + REV 1 (fr, de, en)

5312/08 COMPET 14 ECO 6 ENT 6 MI 17 CODEC 44

The Committee examined a Presidency compromise text of the proposal for a Regulation on

Mutual Recognition (doc. 5312/08) and agreed on a mandate for the Presidency to pursue
negotiations with the European Parliament with a view to reaching a first reading agreement

on the proposal.
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o Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council setting
out the requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the
marketing of products

. Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on a
common framework for the marketing of products

- Examination of the compromise text proposed by the Presidency
6377/07 COMPET 52 ECO 26 ENT 25 MI 41
6378/07 COMPET 53 ECO 27 ENT 26 MI 42
5338/08 COMPET 17 ECO 8 ENT 9 MI 19 UD 7 CODEC 50
5339/08 COMPET 18 ECO 9 ENT 10 MI 20 UD 8 CODEC 51

The Committee examined Presidency compromise texts on the Proposal for a Regulation on

the "New Approach" and the Proposal for a Decision on the "New Approach" (docs. 5339/08
and 5338/08) and agreed on a mandate for the Presidency to pursue the negotiations with the

European Parliament with a view to reaching first reading agreements on the proposals.

13. Setting of the provisional agenda for the Council meeting (Transport,
Telecommunications and Energy) on 28 February 2008
Le Comité a marqué son accord sur l'ordre du jour provisoire du Conseil (doc. 6625/08), y
compris l'inclusion d'une référence a la sécurité d'approvisionnement et a la mise en ceuvre du
plan d'action (2007-2009) "Une politique énergétique pour 1'Europe".

14. Setting of the provisional agenda for the Council meeting (Employment, Social Policy,
Health and Consumer Affairs) on 29 February 2008
The Committee agrees the provisional agenda for the forthcoming Council meeting
(Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs) as set out in document 6628/08
OJ CONS 13 SOC 113 SAN 35 CONSOM 22.
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Coreper Part 2

42.

II

Preparation of the Council meeting (Economic and Financial Affairs) on
12 February 2008

(a) Preparation of the European Council (13/14 March 2008)
- Contribution to the Spring European Council conclusions: Key Issues Paper
5267/1/08 REV 1 ECOFIN 16 UEM 20 AG 3 SOC 21 COMPET 12
RECH 12 ENER 11 MI 14 IND 7 EDUC 12 TRANS 11

The Committee agreed to submit the draft Council (ECOFIN) Key Issues Paper as set out in
document 5267/1/08.

- Efficiency of economic instruments for energy and climate change
= Draft Council conclusions
5848/1/08 REV 1 ECOFIN 31 ENV 49
5850/08 ECOFIN 33 ENV 51

The Committee discussed the draft Council conclusions prepared by the EPC and EFC. Some

delegations considered that the ECOFIN Council intended to adopt conclusions too early,
considering that the Commission proposals had only been presented in February. The
Presidency recalled that these conclusions had been prepared on the basis of the Member
States' present policies and not on the Commission proposals. At the request of the French
delegation, the Committee will invite the Council to consider the modification to the draft
conclusions set out in the footnote on page 4 of document 5848/1/08. The Swedish delegation
was not ready to accept this modification. PL, BE, EE and ES kept a scrutiny reservation on

the draft conclusions.

(b) Other items in connection with the Council meeting

The Committee finalised the provisional agenda for this Council meeting and reviewed the

state of readiness of the agenda items listed.
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43.

44.

45.

Preparation of the Council meeting (General Affairs and External Relations) on
18/19 February 2008

A. General Affairs
- Other items in connection with the Council meeting

Le Comité fait le point de 1'état de préparation des autres points figurant a I'ordre du jour

provisoire de la session Affaires générales.

B. [External Relations
- Other items in connection with the Council meeting

Le Comité fait le point de 1'état de préparation des autres points figurant a I'ordre du jour

provisoire de la session Relations extérieures.

Presentation of the agenda of the Council meeting (Justice and Home Affairs) on
28 February 2008

The agenda was presented. No comments from delegations.

Draft negotiation guidelines for an agreement between the European Union and

Australia on the processing and transfer of passenger name record (PNR) data to the

Australian competent authorities

5236/1/08 REV 1 JAI 13 AUS 1 RELEX 13 DATAPROTECT 1 RESTREINT UE
+ COR 1 (en) RESTREINT UE

Delegations debated the draft negotiation guidelines, introduced some modifications and

reached an agreement on its content.

Any other business

(a) Draft Commission Regulation amending Annex V to Regulation (EC) No 999/2001
of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down rules for the
prevention, control and eradication of certain transmissible spongiform
encephalopathies
o Information from the Commission

The Committee took note of the Commission's report about the state of play of its contacts

with the European Parliament aiming to obtain an urgent decision not to oppose the draft

measure.
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(b) Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the
Council on quarterly statistics on population and housing Censuses
(First reading)

o Information from the Presidency

The Presidency informs the Committee of the message received from the European
Parliament's Employment and Social Affairs Committee suggesting an amendment to the
provisional first reading agreement already agreed by the Committee on 16 January 2008. The
Presidency considers that the Committee should only return to this point if the Parliament

insists on adopting a further amendment on the occasion of its plenary vote.
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