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Brussels, 10 July 2012 

 

Subject: European Services Industry supports the launch of EU-Japan FTA 

 

Dear Commissioner De Gucht, 

 

As you know the European Services Forum (ESF) is a private sector trade association 

that represent the interests of the European services industry in International Trade 

Negotiations in Services. It comprises major European service companies at the CEO 

level and European service sector federations covering service sectors such as 

financial services, tourism, telecommunications, maritime transport, business and 

professional services, distribution, postal and express delivery, IT services, energy 

services and the audio-visual industry (see full list of members on the web-site: 

www.esf.be). It is estimated that ESF membership covers approximately 80% of Extra 

EU services exports and investments. ESF members employ more than 90 million 

workers, are present in more than 200 countries and provide services to hundreds of 

millions of consumers in Europe and around the world. The European Union is by far 

the largest exporter of international trade in services (26% of world share). 

 

I write you this message to express the full support of the European services industry 

for the launch of negotiations for a deep and comprehensive free trade agreement with 

Japan. 

 

We have forwarded to the DG Trade services in February 2011 a list of trade barriers 

that our companies were encountering in trying to export or to do business in Japan 

(see attached).  We have also contributed to the DG Trade Scoping exercise 

consultations in July 2011.  

 

We have learned that the scoping exercise between EU and Japan was concluded at 

the end of May 2012.  The most controversial issues on the famous Non Tariffs 

Barriers (NTBs) are not directly of concerns to the services sectors and we have 

therefore not participated directly to this debate.  But now that the scoping exercise is 

over, we have consulted our membership and they have clearly express the view that 

free trade negotiations between the European Union and Japan should start at the 

earliest. And trade and investment in services must be a prominent part of the result of 

the forthcoming agreement.  Indeed, the numerous barriers that our companies are 

encountering in exporting or doing business in Japan can be removed or reduce only 

through negotiations.  Therefore the European services sectors can only win from 

these negotiations. 
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