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Palm oil was systematically raised by Indonesian political leaders, against a background 

of what is perceived as increasing EU reluctance to import Indonesian (and Malaysian) 

palm oil products. The Commissioner replied that the EU is the second largest importer 

of Indonesian palm oil noting that tariffs are already very low and that the EU is ready to 

cooperate in reinforcing the sustainability aspects of the palm oil production. 

2. DETAILS
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2.6. Meeting with Vice President of Indonesia, Mr J. Kalla 

A bilateral meeting with Vice President Jusuf Kalla took place in the occasion of the 

Europe Indonesia Business Dialogue (EIBD), a flagship event co-organised by the 

European and Indonesian Chambers of Commerce. 
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The Commissioner briefly presented bilateral trade figures. 

 He mentioned the significant 

Indonesian exports of palm oil to the EU, EU being the number two export 

destination after India. The Commissioner mentioned the need for more sustainable 

palm oil as it is demanded by EU consumers. 

 The 

Commissioner gave  a paper on key facts on palm 

oil. 

Vice President Kalla took note of the EU concerns, and ensured that Indonesia is 

already working towards more sustainable palm oil (programme of restoration of 

peat lands). 

2.7. Meeting with Minister of Industry, Mr Hartarto 

In the margins of the EIBD (Europe Indonesia Business Dialogue) annual meeting, 

Commissioner Hogan had also the opportunity to meet bilaterally with the 

Indonesian Minister of Industry. It provided the occasion to raise same 

concerns previously explained in other bilateral meetings. 

The Minister of Industry 

repeated the Indonesian priority which remains palm oil. 

As regards palm oil, the Commissioner gave a short document with facts to remind 

that EU is the second  biggest importer of palm oil after India. 
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2.9. Meeting with Director General for International Trade Negotiations, Mr 

Iman Pambagyo 

The Commissioner 

 He 

also provided some key facts on palm oil as the EU is often accused by the 

Indonesian authorities of being protectionist in that particular sector. 
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