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| am pleased to enclose the letter sent to Commissioner V&ra Jourova by the minister
of agriculture of agriculture and rural development of Romania, Mr. Fetre Daea, on the
subject of dual quality of foodstuffs. | would be grateful for your kind assistance in
bringing the letter to the attention of the Commissioner.

Please accept, dear

he assurances of my highest consideration.



http://www.mae.ro




B Ref Ares(2017)1902857 - 18/04/2017

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

NQ{!}?’FQJ f Eg?t}j@ % Lo/

7

Dear Madam Commissioner,
Dear Mr. Commissioner,

| feel honoured to cordially greet you and assure you of my entire esteem.

In response to your request for the application of double standards for quality, we reiterate the
interest expressed by Romania within the AGRIFISH Council meeting of March 6, 2017 for an
accurate consumer information and non-discrimination treatment.

Please find enclosed our response on the issues that will be subject to a detailed analysis of this
topic.

i) Under the coordination of the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, the
institutions involved have achieved sampling actions of food products from intra-community
market to verify aspects related to the double standard of food quality.

During these activities were collected a representative number of samples of basic food, such as
meat, milk and dairy products, honey, fish and fish products, tomato paste and fruit and
vegetable, samples that were subjected to taboratory anatysis.

The results of these laboratory tests showed that quality parameters are respected in relation to
the written composition of the labelling system of the manufacturer or packer.

ii) Some associations and consumers have raised questions for both the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development and the National Authority for Consumer Protection and the
National Sanitary Veterinary and Food Safety in order to obtain information on the existence of
product quality checks, their outcome and whether there are any differences in quality
compared with the ones sold in the countries of origin.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development announced via mass media in Romania, the
results of the checks on product quality in relation to written composition labelling system of
the manufacturer or packer.

Mrs. Elzbieta Bienkowska , European Commissioner for industry and domestic market,
Mrs .Véra Jourovd, E uropean Commissioner for justice, consumers and gender equality,
Mr. Vytenis Andriukaitis, European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety



iii) In Romania operate institutions that through the powers conferred by the national
law, continuously check food quality, thus ensuring the health and food safety at national level,
namely the National Authority for Consumer Protection, the National Sanitary Veterinary and
Food Safety and Phytosanitary Authority.

These institutions have sufficient instruments to prevent, detect and eliminate any irregularity,
qualified staff and official national laboratories authorized and accredited for these activities
according to ISO (CE) 17025.

Because now the European Union has no legal instruments, procedures to determine the double
standard of quality, we consider appropriate to develop or supplement Community rules on
these issues.

iv) For Romania it is a major concern ensuring transparency and consumer information,
therefore, is required the complete and accurate picture of the subject.
In this respect as minister of agriculture and rural development in Romania, | have
addressed to counterparts from five Member States of the European Union a letter in which |
requested their help in collecting samples by experts from both parties in order to carry out
comparative tests on food of the same type produced in these countries and marketed in
Romania.
I avail myself to inform you on the results of the comparative checks as they are available.

I consider very important and useful the debate that will take place within the High Level
Forum on June 20, 2017 and look forward to conclusions.

Thanking you for your cooperation, 1 assure you Mrs / Mr. Commissioner of my respect and
high appreciation.

Yours sincerely,

Minister,

\
Retre DAEA

Ministerul Agriculturiy si Dezvoltdrii Rurale
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Stimat& Doamna Comisar European,

Stimate Domnule Comisar European,

Ma simt onorat de a va saluta cu cordialitate si de a va asigura de intreaga mea pretuire.

Ca raspuns la solicitarea dumneavoastrd privind aplicarea de standarde duble de calitate,
reiteram interesul exprimat de Romania in reuniunea Consiliului AGRIFISH din 06.martie 2017
pentru o corectd informare a consumatorului si tratament nediscriminatoriu.

Va rog, regasiti mai jos raspunsul nostru cu privire la aspectele care vor face obiectul analizei
detaliate pe acest subiect,

i} Sub coordonarea ministrului agriculturii si dezvoltarii rurale, institutiile implicate au
realizat actiuni de recoltare de probe din produse agroalimentare provenite din comertut
intracomunitar, in vederea verificarii aspectelor ce tin de standardul dublu de calitate a
produselor alimentare.

In cadrul acestor actiuni a fost prelevat un numar reprezentativ de probe din produse alimentare
de baza, precum preparate din carne, lapte si produse lactate, miere de albine, peste si produse
din peste, pasta de tomate §i legume si fructe, probe care au fost supuse analizelor de
laborator.

Rezultatele acestor analize de laborator au evidentiat faptul ca parametrii de calitate sunt
respectati in raport cu inscrisurile de compozitie din sistemul de etichetare al producatorului
sau ambalatorului.

ii} Unele asociatii cat si consumatori, au adresat intrebari atat Ministerului Agriculturii §i
Dezvoltarii Rurale, cat si Autoritatii Nationale pentru Protectia Consumatorului §i Autoritatii
Nationale Sanitara Veterinara §i pentru Siguranta Alimentelor, pentru a obtine informatii cu
privire la existenta unor verificari a calitatii produselor, a rezultatului acestora si daca exista
diferente de calitate, comparativ cu cele comercializate in tarile de origine.

Ministerul Agriculturii si Dezvoltarii Rurale a comunicat prin intermediul mass media din
Romania, asupra rezultatelor verificarilor privind calitatea produselor in raport cu inscrisurile de
compozitie din sistemul de etichetare al producatorului sau ambalatorului.

Doamnei Elzbieta Bierikowska , Comisar european pentru industrie si piata internd,
Doamnei Véra Jourova, Comisar european pentru justitie, consumatori si egalitate de gen,
Domnului Vytenis Andriukaitis, Comisar european pentru sdndtate si sigurantd alimentard

Ministerul Agriculturii i Dezvoltdrii Rurale
Pagina 1din 2




jii) In Romania functioneaza institutii ce prin atributiile conferite de legislatia nationala,
verificd permanent calitatea produselor alimentare, asigurand astfel sanatatea si siguranta
alimentard la nivel national, respectiv Autoritatea Nationald pentru Protectia Consumatorului,
Autoritatea Nationald Sanitard Veterinard si pentru Siguranta Alimentelor si Autoritatea
Nationala Fitosanitara.
Aceste institutii dispun de instrumente suficiente pentru a preveni, depista si elimina eventuale
neconformitati, precum personal calificat si laboratoare nationale oficiale, autorizate si
acreditate pentru aceste activitati conform Normelor iSO (CE) 17025.
Deoarece in prezent Uniunea Europeand nu dispune instrumente juridice, proceduri pentru a
determina standardul dublu de calitate, consideram oportuna elaborarea sau completarea
normelor comunitare privind aceste aspecte.

iv) Pentru Romania reprezintd un interes major asigurarea unei transparente si informari
corecte a consumatorului, de aceea, este necesara imagine cat mai completa si corectd asupra
acestui subiect.

In acest sens in calitate de ministru al agriculturii §i dezvoltarii rurale din Roménia am
adresat omologilor din cinci state membre ale Uniunii Europene, o scrisoare prin care am
solicitat prelevarea de probe de catre experti din ambele parti, in realizarea unor teste
comparative pe produse alimentare de acelasi tip, fabricate in aceste tari §i comercializate
in Romania.

Dupa executarea testelor comparative, vom reveni cu informatii suplimentare.

Consider foarte importante si utile dezbaterile ce vor avea loc in cadrul Forumului la nivel inalt
din 20 iunie 2017 si asteptam cu interes concluziile rezultate.

Multumindu-vé pentru colaborare, va asigur doamna/ domnule Comisar european de respect
§i inaltd apreciere.

Cu deosebita consideratie,

Ministry,

Ministerut Agriculturii st Dezvoltirii-Rurale
Pagind 2din 2




