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Subject: Updated joint recommendations for a demersal discard plan for the 

Northwestern Waters 

Dear Chair, 

I would like to thank you and the members of your regional group for replying to my 

letter from the 16 August 2018. We appreciate the constructive cooperation and the great 

efforts made by all relevant national administrations under your coordination to try to 

speed up the finalisation of the discard plans.  

Whilst we appreciate the work done so far by the regional groups, we remain convinced 

that some of the new exemptions that have now been proposed in response to our 

previous communication deserve being subject to STEFC's scrutiny. We refer in 

particular to the "single stock de minimis" exemptions that have been proposed in place 

of the "combined de minimis" exemptions. Whilst several of these new exemptions 

requests have been accompanied by additional information, there will not be sufficient 

time for them to be analysed by the STECF ahead of the Expert Working Group in 

September. We understand that this situation and in particular the risk of not finalising 

this work before 1 January 2019 might create serious difficulties in the final efforts to 

implement the landing obligation. 

Therefore we would propose, without prejudice to the final position of the Commission, 

that your joint recommendations be modified according to the comments in the attached 

table
1
, with a view to accept a provisional application of a 1-year exemption for these 

stocks (previously combined de minimis requests). However, the Member States are 

invited to submit to the Commission by 30 May 2019 all additional relevant data and 

information to justify these exemptions under art.15 paragraph 5(c) of the CFP 

Regulation – e.g. to prove that improvements in selectivity are difficult to achieve or 

disproportionate costs of handling unwanted catches for specific fishing gears. This 

information should also cover concrete steps taken and progress achieved in terms of 

improving selectivity. The Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries 

(STECF) shall assess those data and that information by 1 September 2019. In the event 

that such an evaluation concludes that the additional information does not provide 

                                                 
1 Changes as compared to previous version are in grey highlighting. 

Ref. Ares(2018)4427515 - 28/08/2018Ref. Ares(2019)2387732 - 04/04/2019



2 

sufficient justification then this de minimis exemption will cease to apply as of January 1 

2020.  

With regard to your additional point on plaice, considering the scientific information we 

currently have at our disposal regarding the high variability in survival rates, we maintain 

our position that the Joint Recommendation needs to define the end of the exemption as 

31 December 2019. An extension will be subject to receiving further information from 

the Group to be reviewed by STECF. In the meantime, we strongly encourage further 

efforts to improve selectivity and survivability and address the high variability in survival 

rates. 

 As time is now of the essence, please could you confirm in writing no later than 30 

August that you accept the proposed changes from the attached table. This will then 

allow the Commission to finalise the first wave of delegated acts, ensuring drafts are sent 

on time for scrutiny by the Expert Group in September. 

Our common goal remains to have discard plans in place for 1 January 2019, once the 

inter-institutional process is finalised. Should you have any further questions, please 

could you kindly contact my colleagues    

    

, and . 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Hélène CLARK 

 

Enclosure: Annex: Annex  Responses and COM position to JRs 27 August 

2018 
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