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Visit ATOS  

 

The purpose of the mission was to visit the Business Technology Innovation Centre of 

Atos, which has been investing significantly into promoting the use of Earth Observation 

data through the creation on an IT-ecosystem which allows 3rd parties to derive value-

added from the data.  

 

 

Atos presented its recent position paper to the Commission in follow-up to the Helix 

Nebula project and the lessons learned therefrom. This was followed by a presentation 

of the Spark-In data concept which Atos together with its partners has been working on 

for some time. Atos identified agriculture and wind farms as important downstream 

markets for Copernicus and space data. A significant amount of time was spent on 

describing the federated system under Helix Nebula from which a self-brokering system 

could be created and which would allow to avoid lock-in for customers. Atos confirmed 

that the technical concept worked well. Atos underlined the need for a large-scale, long-

term storage environment and an eco-system which would allow software algorithm 

developers to be included as well as other service and data providers, if the potential of 

Earth Observation data was to be maximised in the future. Atos also offered its views on 

open-source solutions and described its activities (together with Siemens) in data 

analytics and industrial data analysis. 

 

The Commission provided a short overview of the timeline for modernising the data 

dissemination and access for space data in Europe. It underlined that discussions were 

still ongoing with the Member States as to the design of the future system and indicated 

that any future approach was likely to rely on strengthening conventional data 

dissemination as well as looking to new paradigms for Big Data by which users would 

increasingly be able to access and process data in situ rather than having to download 

large data volumes. 
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