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To: CAB TIMMERMANS CONTACT; NELEN Sarah (CAB-TIMMERMANS)
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Subject: Insufficient funding for crucial industry research not in line with Circular Economy objectives and
Commission engagements

Date: jeudi 19 décembre 2019 18:31:00

Attachments: 20191219 ETRMA Letter to Mr Timmermans.pdf

Importance: High

Dear Mr Timmermans,

Kindly attached find my letter expressing our astonishment and concern of the European
Commission declining a research project of fundamental importance for the recycling of rubber-
to-rubber.

Thank you for your promptest consideration of the request.

Wishing you an enjoyable festive break.

Best wishes for the New Year.

Fazilet Cinaralp
Secretary General

ETRMA - European Tyre & Rubber Manufacturers Association
Avenue des Arts 2 box 12, B1210 Brussels (Belgium)

http://www.etrma.org

Transparency Register : 6025320863-10
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EI% European Commission

Executive Vice-President
Mr Frans Timmermans

EUROPEAN frans-timmermans-contact@ec.europa.eu
TYRE 8& RUBBER
manufacturers’
association

The Secretary General

Brussels, 19 December 2019

Dear Mr Timmermans,

Subject: Insufficient funding for crucial industry research not in line with Circular Economy objectives and
Commission engagements.

Permit us to congratulate you and the new Commission with the passing of the Green Deal. The European
Tyre and Rubber Manufacturers’ Association' (ETRMA) support this movement seen as a natural continuation
of the work we have already undertaken on resource & energy efficiency and Circular Economy.

Notably on the latter there is still great progress to be made requiring strong commitment from industry and
the European Institutions.

Unfortunately, today, we write to you with unexpected news and mixed emotions on the real will for the
European Institutions in supporting fundamental research to reach the crucial scientific breakthrough on
recycling rubber-to-rubber?,

Today, technology does not permit the devulcanization of rubber preventing most rubber products, notably
tyres to be high value recycled in the rubber supply chain or reverse-recycled into its original building blocks.

Our industry is in the fortunate situation of having a well-functioning collection system of tyres and a very
high share of recycling, but to reach a long-term satisfactory level of high material valuation and minimal
material functionality loss a few crucial technology nuts needs to be cracked. Devulcanization is probably the
most important.

The European Tyre manufacturers has the ambitions of being the world leaders prioritising sustainability high
on the agenda. To this end, the present high dependency on virgin rubber for tyres must be sought to be
broken requiring fundamental research.

1 The European Tyre & Rubber Manufacturers Association (ETRMA) represents nearly 4.400 companies in the EU, directly employing
about 370.000 people. The global sales of ETRMA’s corporate members represent 70% of total global sales and 7 out of 10 world
leaders in the sector are ETRMA Members. We have a strong manufacturing and research presence within the EU and candidate
countries, with 93 tyre-producing plants and 17 R&D centres. www.etrma.org
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Therefore, it is extremely regretful that our request for Horizon 2020 funding for devulcanization research
has not been approved for reasons of insufficient funding. The project proposal under acronym “RUBB
ENDURE”? has been technically approved with a mark of 11.5 out of 15 (threshold 10), but placed 2" on a
reserve list which effectively gives it little probability to obtain funding.

In view of the green oath, we do not believe insufficient funding is an acceptable reason to dismiss such a
project.

Therefore, on behalf of the 28 project partners® across 9 Member States we kindly ask the Commission to

urgently reconsider this project and its funding to secure a swift initiation of this all important fundamental .
research to secure the highest possible revaluation of rubber in the circular economy in the EU and the rest

of the world to the inevitable benefit of the global environment.

We remain at your disposal for any further clarification looking forward to hearing form you.

With best regards

Fazilet Cinaralp

Secretary General

Attachments:

- Proposal Evaluation Form —RUBB ENDURE

CcC:
- Cabinet of Executive Vice-President Frans-Timmermans Sarah.nelen@ec.europa.eu
- Cabinet of President Ursula von der Leyen Kurt. VANDENBERGHE@ec.europa.eu
- Cabinet of Transport Commissioner Adina Valean filip-alexandru.negreanu-arboreanu@ec.europa.eu
- Cabinet of Environment Commissioner Virginijus Sinkevi¢ius carmen.preising@ec.europa.eu
- Cabinet of RTD Commissioner Mariya Gabriel dara.murphy@ec.europa.eu

3 Call: H2020-5C5-2019-2; Type of action: IA; Proposal number: 869401-2; Proposal acronym: RUBB ENDURE; Duration (months): 48;
Proposal title: TOWARDS THE END-OF-LIFE TYRES CIRCULAR ECONOMY; Activity: CE-SC5-07

ES

European Tyre and Rubber Manufacturers’ Association, BE; BRIDGESTONE TECHNICAL CENTER EUROPE SPA, IT; GOODYEAR SA, LU ;
CONTINENTAL REIFEN DEUTSCHLAND GMBH, DE ; Pirelli Tyre S.p.A. IT; APOLLO TYRES GLOBAL R&D BV, NL; TRELLEBORG WHEEL
SYSTEMS SPA, IT; NOKIAN RENKAAT OYJ, Fl; CENTRO RICERCHE FIAT SCPA, IT ; MAIER SCOOP, ES; COMPOSAN INDUSTRIAL Y
TECNOLOGIA SL, ES ; SOPREMA, FR ; EIFFAGE INFRASTRUCTURES GESTION ET DEVELOPEMENT, FR; Lanxess Germany GmbH, DE ;
Aqualet Ltd, HU; Rubber Maalindustrie Limburg B.V., NL; ENTEX RUST & MITSCHKE GMBH, DE; Ecopneus S.c.p.a., IT; ALIAPUR, FR;
SIGNUS ECOVALOR, ES; AGENCIA ESTATAL CONSEJO SUPERIOR DEINVESTIGACIONES CIENTIFICAS, ES; UNIVERSITEIT TWENTE, NL;
DEUTSCHES INSTITUT FUR KAUTSCHUKTECHNOLOGIE EV, DE; CENTRE DE RESSOURCES TECHNOLOGIQUES EN CHIMIE ASBL-
CERTECH, BE ; THINKSTEP AG, DE ; ASOCIACION DE LA INDUSTRIA NAVARRA, ES ; ZABALA BRUSSELS, BE; Clarke, Modet y Cia, S.L.,
ES
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Evaluation
Summary Report -
Innovation actions

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Haorizon 2020 - Research and Inntovation Framework Programme

Cali: H2020-5C5-2019-2

Type of action: 1A

Proposal number: 869401-2

Proposal acronym: RUBB ENDURE

Duration {months): 48

Proposal title: TOWARDS THE END-OF-LIFE TYRES CIRCULAR ECONOMY
Act CE-SC5-07

sted

1 European Tyre and Rubbar Manufacturers' Association BE 1,173,750 8.06% 1,173,750 9.79%)
2 BRIDGESTONE TECHNICAL CENTER EUROPE SPA IT 307,500 211% 215,250 1.80%
3 GOODYEAR SA LU 381,500 2.62% 267,050 2.23%
4 CONTINENTAEL REIFEN DEUTSCHLAND GMBH DE 342,500 2.35% 239,750 2.00%
5 Pirelli Tyre S.p.A. IT 312,500 2.14% 218,750 1.82%
[ APOLLO TYRES GLOBAL R&D BV ML 322,737.5 2.22% 225916.25 1.88%
7 TRELLEBORG WHEEL SYSTEMS SPA iT 335,060 2.30% 234,500 1.96%
3 NOKIAN RENKAAT OYJ Fl 292,500 2.01% 204,750 1.71%
9 CENTRO RICERCHE FIAT SCPA IT 383,625 2.63% 383,625 3.20%
10 MAIER SCOOP ES 563,750.5 3.87% 459,781.75 3.84%
i1 COMPOSAN INDUSTRIAL Y TECNQOLQGIA 51 ES 238,750 1.64% 167,125 1.39%
12 SOPREMA FR 366,875 2.52% 256,812.5 2.14%
ta  LrAGE I RASTRUGTURES GESTIONET FR 362,875 249% 2540125 2.12%
14 Lanxess Germany GmbH DE 452,500 3.11% 318,750 2.64%
15 Aquadet Lid HU 943,250 6.47% 660,275 5.51%
16 Rubber Maalindustrie Limburg B.V. ML 807,500 5.54% 565,250 4.72%
17 ENTEX RUST & MITSCHKE GMBH DE 1,428,125 9.80% 999,687.5 8.34%
18 Ecopneus S.c.p.a. IT  203,516.25 1.40% 203,516.25 1.70%
19 ALIAPUR FR 188,750 1.30% 188,750 1.57%
20 SIGNUS ECOVALOR ES 266,830 1.83% 266,830 2.23%

AGENCIA ESTATAL CONSEJO SUPERIOR o o
2t DEINVESTIGACIONES CIENTIFICAS ES 707,500 4.86% 707,500 590%
22 UNIVERSITEIT TWENTE NL 1,218,5025 8,36% 1,218,502.5 10,16%
o3 E\%UTSCHES INSTITUT FUR KAUTSCHUKTECHNOLOGIE DE 679,125 4.66% 679,125 5 679

CENTRE DE RESSOURCES TECHNOLOGIQUES EN CHIMIE o o
24 ASBL-CERTECH BE 521,250 3.58% 521,250 4.35%
25 THINKSTEP AG DE 456,250 3.13% 319,375 2.66%
26 ASOCIACION DE LA INDUSTRIA NAVARRA ES 400,625 2.75% 400,625 3.34%
27 ZABALA BRUSSELS BE 573,750 3.94% 401,825 3.35%
28 Clarke, Modet y Gia, S.L. ES 338,750 2.32% 237,125 1.98%

, 14,570,086.7 11,987,250.2

Total: 5 5

Abstract:

RLBB ENDURE (Goordinator: ETRMA, 28 partners) is clearly an industrially-user driven multidisciRUBB ENDURE {Coordinator: ETRMA, 28

partners) is clearly an industrially-user driven (39%) multidisciplinary consortium.

The consorlium has a strong representation of R&D pariners (25%), recycling technology providers & ELT management

{25%), as well as cross-cutting partners {1 1%}, being the End users {46%) of the resulting iotal. These facts widen the

project impact including environmental, social and business aspects covering all the value chain. The Tyre and General Rubber Goods {(GRG)
induslry represents 4.200 companies, which emptoy 360,000 people in Europe. They have generated a turnover exceeding €73billion in 2017.

RUBB ENDURE’s goal is to unlock new competitiveness markets for {End of life tyres) ELTs elastomers with the great
ambition of closing the loop “from tyre ta tyre” and to produce novel high added value raw maierials to be used in new tyres,
automotive components and Advanced Technical infrastructures through the use of a combined approach of a novel
sustainable and feasible cutling edge “devulcanising” technology that could be specifically optimized for each Use Case.

RUBB ENDURE " main objective is to achieve devulcanisation/chain scission ratios never reached befare with a sustainable,
feasible and novel combination approach of technolagies: {1} High selectivity Separation process based on Ultrahigh
Pressure Water Jet {UPH) at room temperature {2) Thermo-mechanical vulcanization with a Planetary Roller Extrusion
{PRE) that aflows a very accurate control of the process parameters and (3) Use of envirenmental friendly Devulcanisation
Agents (DA).

RUBB ENDURE will foster the EU’'s ELTs recycling technologies through a highly specialised know how generated by the
project. The main value of RUBB ENDURE is the large number of end users committed (novel uses cases) to the validation
of the proposed technologies and in the short term, the exploitation of them.

869401-2/RUBB ENDURE-10/12/2019-11:34:06
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Evaluation Summary Report

Tatal score: 11.50 (Threshold: 10)

. inf
SCORING

Scores must be In the range 0-5.

Interpretation of the score:
0— The proposal fails fo address the criterion or cannot be assessed due to missing or incomplele information.
1— Poor. The criterion is inadequately addrassed, or there are serious inherent weaknesses.
2- Fair. The proposal broaaly addresses the criterion, bt there are significant weaknesses.
3- Good. The proposal addresses the criterion well, but a number of shoricomings are present.

4- Very good. The proposal addresses the criterion very well, but a small number of shoricomings are present.

5— Excellent. The proposal successhully addresses all relevant aspects of the crilerion.Any shoricomings are minor.

Score: 3.50 (Threshold: 3/5.00 , Weight: -)
The following aspects will be taken into account, 1o the extent that the proposed work corresponds to the topic description in the

work programme:
Clarity and pertinence of the objectives

The proposal responds wall to the general objectives of the call. It primarily addresses sustainable access to one of the Critical Raw Materials
(CRM), Natural Rubber (NR), recovered from End-of-Life Tyres (ELT). Clear and comprehensive drawings are heipful to understand the key
processes. The proposal clearly indicates the coniribution to the Raw Materials Information System (RMIS). The proposal credibly addresses
market uptakes in different sireams, considering different applications and new products lo include secondary raw material (SRM} Rubber.
The envisaged applications for the new materials are described In an exhaustive manner, underlining targets and issues. Thus, the proposal
properly addresses the awarenass of the value chain.

Soundness of the concept, and credibility of the proposed methodology

The concept is only partially sound. On the positive side,

- the innovation refies on complementary combination of thermo-mechanical and chemical procedures

- the proposal highlights the Importance of segregation of ELT rubber info treads, inner linar and sidewalls;

- two technologies will be used for the separation grinding sieps;

- 4 lypes of ELT coming from different sectors are considered;

- the demonstrator concepls are convincing.

Howeaver:

- the scale-up issues are highly dependent on and challenged by the availabilily of devulcanisation agents that are not yel lested.

- there is insuffficient consideration of the complexity of demonstration formulalion (different polymers, differant constituents of SAM (Carbon

Black, plasticisers, vulcanisation group elc.)).

Extent that proposed work is beyond the state of the art, and demonstrates innovation polential {e.g. ground-breaking objectives,
novel concepts and approaches, hew products, services or business and organisational modeis)

The state of the art is clearly presenied in many cases (research for devulcanisation agents, lyre compounds, thermo-machanical extrusion)
but not precise enough on how recycled rubber is currently used in tyre manufacturing.

s ~> The innovation polential Is obwvious and relies on a convincing and well detailed combination of optimised processes.

The proposal addresses TRL 6 and 7, but the technical performance of the demansiralors may be affected negatively by the early stage of
development of devuicanisation agenis, unless a series of successiul breakthroughs in research accur within the 4 years of the project’s
duration lo achieve selectivity among them.

Appropriate consideration of interdisciplinary approaches and, where relevant, use of stakeholder knowledge and gender
dimension in research and innovation content

The project is highly interdisciplinary because chemistry engineering, material science, mechanics and other relevant fields and disciplines are
well combined. The proposal properly considers stakeholder knowledge and the colfaboration with other projects is addressed as well,
aspacially through workshops organised at EU lavel.

Criterion 2 - Impact

Score: 4.00 (Threshold: 3/5.00 , Weight: -)
The following aspects will be taken into account:

The extent to which the outpuls of the project would contribute to each of the expected impacts mentioned in the work
programme under the relevant topic

1. Applications for 5 patents and publicalions (at least 15, in high impact faclor journals as well as more specific ones) are credibly
announced.

2. The economic viability is highly dependent on the success of demonsirators' performances (subfect to margin variability belween virgin
rubber and SRM rubber). Business models are mosily based on two alternative scenarios for SAM prices and lechnologies. CAPEX, OPEX,

869401-2/RUBB ENDURE-10M12/2019-11:34.05
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IRR and NPV figures are provided in a relevant manner.

A sociglal impact could be achieved thanks lo the predicted creation of 700 jobs and the training of qualified workers

3. A signilicant volume of ELT is available for appfications, but the part of SRM rubber to be included in new tyre is not ambitious enough. The
circularity aspect is well addressed nonetheless.

4. Energy efficiency cannot be assessed due 1o limited information in the proposal.

5. The praposed technology has effective potential to contribute on daveloping sustainable new materials for infrastruciure & construction

(roads and bridges for instance).

Any substantial impacts not mentioned in the work programme, that would enhance innovation capacity, create new market
opporiunities, sirengthen competitiveness and growth of companies, address issues related 1o climate change or the
envirgnment, or bring cther important benefits for society

There could be positive additional impacts on workers' and researchers’ qualification. The aptimisation of logistics in improved collection and
sorting of ELT could alsa have a positive impact. Furthermore, the impacts have clear potential to be extended beyond the EU.

Quality of the proposed measures to:
- exploit and disseminate the project results {including management of IPR), and to manage research data where relevant

- communicate the project activities to different target audiences
Dissemination and communicalion are well addressed through relevani measures (participation to the most relevant confarences and everns,
inclusion of a Circular Economy Raw Materials online participative platform and SRM rubber catalogue, nomination of a neulral coordinator

role for sharing the confidential data io avoid conflicts at early siagss).
Future exploftation is to be defined during the project.

Cri

Score: 4,00 (Threshold: 3/5.00 , Weight: -)

The following aspects will be taken into account:
Quality and effectiveness of the work plan, including extent to which the resources assigned to work packages are in line with

their objectives and deliverables

The work plan s well detailed, but the resource allocalion for dissemination activities is not convineingly justified against the description of
lasks. Allocation of resources for WP4 is also underestimated, considering the importance of the lask. The timing and main milestones, on the
other hand, are realistic.

Appropriateness of the management structures and procedures, including risk and innovation management

The proposal uses European standard structure for general and innovation management, justified by the complexily of the project. An
apprapriate and accurate risks analysis is provided,

Complementarity of the participants and extent to which the consortium as a whole brings together the necessary expertise
The presented consoriium consists of a high number of pariners with sufficient professional expertise needed for solving very complex

problems and fechnical challenges lackled by the proposal. Each pariner has a clear, justified and well defined role and background. The
presenied consortium structure is thus well adapied to tackle the project.

Appropriateness of the altacation of tasks, ensuring that all participants bave a valid role and adequate resources in the project
to fulfil that role

The allocation of tasks to individual consortium pariners is good and consistent. It corresponds to their expertise. Resources for dissemination
appears lo be overeslimated though.

Scope of the proposal

Staius: Yes
Commenits (in case the proposal is out of scope)

Not provided

Operation

Status: Operational Capacity: Yes

if No, please list the concerned pariner(s), the reasons for the rejection, and the requested amount.

Not provided

A third country participant/international organisation not listed in General Annex A to the Main Work Proagramme may
exceptionally receive funding if their participation is essential for carrying out the project {for instance due 1o oulstanding

experlise, access ta unique know-how, access lo research infrastructure, access to particular geographical environments,
possibility to involve key partners in emerging markets, access to dala, etc.). { For more information, see the Opline Manual )

Based on the information provided in the propasal, | consider that the following participant(s)/international organisation(s) that

requested funding should exceptionally be funded:
(Please list the Name and acronym of the applicant, Reasons for exceptional funding and the Requested grant amount.)

Not provided

Based on the information provided in the proposal, | consider that the following participani{s)international organisation(s) that

requested funding shouid NOT be funded:
{Please list the Name and acronym of the applicant, Reasons for exceptional funding and the Requested grant amount.)

869401-2/RUBB ENDURE-10/12/12019-11:34:05
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Not provided

Status: No

i yes, please state whether the use of hESG is, or is not, in yolir opinion, necessary io achieve the scientific objectives of the
proposat and the reasons why. Alternatively, please state if it cannot be assessed whether the use of hESC is necessary or not
because of a lack of information.

Not provided

869401-2/RUBBE ENDURE-10/12/2019-11:34:05
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