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China-EU Round Table to discuss the Rights of the Child in China and Europe for the first time
The 7th Meeting of the China-EU Round Table will take place on 19-20 July 2010 in Chongqing, China. The agenda includes a discussion on the Rights of the Child as well as on the issue of water and sustainable development. A debate on migration will also take place with the local authorities from Chongqing, the region where the 3 gorges dam was built and consequently more than 1 million people displaced.
Ms Jillian Van Turnhout, Member of the Economic and Social Committee and rapporteur on the topic, set out clear proposals which the EU and Member States should take in order to tackle child poverty. Both China and the EU have ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopting numerous laws, policies, and action plans to protect and strengthen the rights of the child. But the root causes, poverty and lack of education, should be addressed and respective laws and policies must be fully enforced and implemented whilst protecting the best interests of children.
China aims to provide nine years of compulsory education for every child and to eradicate illiteracy. Significant measures have already been taken, partly by allocating special funds for poor and minority areas, especially in Western China, but challenges remain due to gender attitudes, poverty and a poor-quality system. Also in Europe, child poverty is growing. 

On the topic of water scarcity, the traditional answer has been to construct infrastructure, particularly dams, to increase human control over water resources. Chinese authorities have themselves admitted that huge dams, such as the 3-gorges dam, present an impending disaster to the surrounding areas. This emphasis on supply provides no incentive to limiting water use, leaving the major driving forces of use unchanged. As a result it has promoted excessive consumption currently observed in many parts of Europe. A number of policies will need to be implemented to promote sustainability in this area 

After the Round Table, a delegation will be in Shanghai to attend the International Expo on the occasion of a common seminar on Trade and Development with the Chinese Economic and Social Council (23-24 July) in the European/Belgian Pavilion.
Following the recommendation of the 9th EU-China Summit in Helsinki in September 2006, the EU-China Civil Society Round Table was jointly established by the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) and the China Economic and Social Council (CESC), in Beijing in June 2007. 
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