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9th EU-China Civil Society Round Table takes up the issues of inclusive regional development and green economy in the context of sustainable development, in the perspective of next year’s Rio+20 UN conference

The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) and the Chinese Economic and Social Council (CESC) held their ninth meeting of the European Union – China Civil Society Round Table in Xi’an on 9-10 May 2011. The participants discussed issues related to inclusive regional development and green economy in the context of sustainable development. We may not reach consensus in everything, but we can get to understand one another and learn from each other, said the EESC President Staffan Nilsson in his opening remarks.

On the basis of these debates, a joint Final Declaration was drawn up that will be submitted to the EU-China Head of State Summit.
The Round Table was be co-chaired by Mr Nilsson, President of the EESC, and Mr Yang Chonghui, Vice-chairman of the Chinese ESC.

The Chinese participants openly expressed their will to learn from Europe in terms of balancing economic development and growth with social protection and inclusion in order to get an equal development for all the regions in China. The EESC message on cohesion, as conveyed by Peter Clever, co-president of the EU-China Follow-up Committee, was that inclusive regional development means that economic, social and territorial cohesion should be pursued in parallel. The Round Table concluded that active involvement of civil society, through dialogues with political authorities needs to be guaranteed in order to ensure the success of regional development policies.

The Round Table hopes and expects that the Rio+20 Conference in 2012 will give a major contribution to a more sustainable economy and will set clear targets for greening the economy and achieving resource efficiency. The EU-China Round Table noted that, with greening the economy, social protection, skill-training for workers and more international development assistance are needed. The Round Table is convinced that a strong engagement of civil society organizations is essential to create the momentum and pressure needed to achieve a significant outcome at this Conference. The CESC and the EESC will continue to cooperate in order to contribute to this process.

Back-to back to the Round Table, a Tripartite workshop between the EESC, CESC and the Shaanxi Provincial Committee of the CPPCC discussed the protection of historic and cultural heritage which needs due attention in modernisation projects. The EESC delegation noted that cultural heritage is widely recognised across Europe as a vehicle of cultural identity and a major factor for social cohesion, as well as a precious asset in economic terms.

The EU-China Civil Society Round Table is part of the EU-China Strategic Partnership. It is set up as a permanent body aimed at reinforcing dialogue, communication and mutual understanding between the civil societies of China and the EU and adding a civil society dimension to the political dialogue between both partners. The Round Table permanent delegations are made up of EESC members and CESC members; each delegation is led by the President of both institutions. 
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