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The EU-China Round Table submits proposals to the EU-China Summit

The 2nd Meeting of the EU-China Round Table took place on 14 November 2007 at the EESC. It was chaired by Mr Chen Qingtai, Vice-President of the CESC, and by the EESC President, Dimitris Dimitriadis. H.E. Mr Guan Chengyuan, Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to the EU, and Mr Eneko Landaburu, Director General of the Commission's DG RELEX, attended the opening session and delivered speeches on China-EU relations. 
The EESC President, Mr Dimitriadis, emphasised the Round Table's key role in monitoring EU-China negotiations and putting forward the views of civil society. Representatives of civil society can make an important contribution to many topics, especially trade, social and environmental issues. 

Climate change, energy and forestry policy and corporate social responsibility (CSR) have been identified as being of primary importance for EU-China relations. 
The Round Table agreed that climate change is currently one of the most important challenges facing the world. Organised civil society has a vital role to play in bringing the issues of climate change to citizens, and in promoting discussions at local level on how communities can take specific steps to mitigate and adapt to climate change.

The Round Table recommended that their respective political authorities should set up a China-EU Forum on Climate Change and Forestry. Joint research should be conducted on capacity-building in forestry policy studies, information-sharing, development and transfer of technologies; raising public awareness and carbon sink assessment methodology. 

As regards corporate social responsibility, the Round Table agreed that CSR will globally maximise the contribution of enterprises to achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals, as well as other international benchmarks, such as the UN Global Compact and the ILO Tripartite Declaration of Principles regarding multinational enterprises and core labour standards.

Background Note

Following the recommendation of the Ninth EU-China Summit (Helsinki, September 2006), the EU-China Civil Society Round Table was established by the EESC and the China Economic and Social Council (CESC) in June 2007 in Beijing. For more information on the EESC's work on China, please see our webpage: http://eesc.europa.eu/sections/rex/asia/china/index_en.asp
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