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EU-China Civil Society Round Table just inaugurated 
The President of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) and the 15 EESC members of the EU-China Round Table are back in Europe with a feeling of accomplishment. The first meeting of this structure of bilateral dialogue at civil society level, held last Friday, 22 June, in Beijing, proved to work and promises interesting future encounters.
Before the opening, the delegates of both sides and both Round Table co-chairs, the China Economic and Social Council and EESC Presidents, were welcomed by H.E. Mr Jia Qinglin, Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference.
In his introductory speech to the Round Table, the EESC President, Mr Dimitriadis, hoped that Round Table members would work in an atmosphere of mutual understanding and that the Round Table would become an essential element of the EU-China relations.
During the meeting – which took indeed place in an atmosphere of equality, frankness and cordiality – the delegates exchanged views on the themes of sustainable development and climate change. 

Together, they considered sustainable development as a key element of economic, social and regional cohesion, but also as a way of expressing solidarity between generations and regions in the world.
As for the acute question of climate change – which is part of the environmental concerns shared by the EU and China – the delegates insisted on the need to intensify the existing dialogue and the contribution of the EU-China cooperation to the consolidation of the multilateral process on climate change.

In both cases, the delegates reminded the importance of consulting and actively engaging the organised civil society for meeting the respective challenges.
The Round Table agreed to meet for a second time in November before the next EU-China Summit.
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