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12th China-EU Round Table calls for stepped-up people-to-people contacts in EU-China relations
The 12th Meeting of the China-EU Round Table took place on 11-12 April 2013 in Brussels. The agenda included sessions on intercultural relations, complementary indicators to GDP, urban development and trade and sustainable development.
The Participants underlined the importance of the EU-China People-to-People dialogue and the need to include the activities of the EU-China Civil Society Round Table in this dialogue. The rapporteurs for the session on intercultural dialogue, Ms Anne-Marie Sigmund (EESC) and Mr CUI Hongjian (Chinese Economic and Social Council - CESC), underlined the need to broaden the activities of the EU-China dialogue to cover adult education, journalists' training and intercultural training for small and medium-sized enterprises. 
During the session on complementary indicators to GDP, the two rapporteurs, Mr Stefano Palmieri (EESC) and Mr HE Chanqi (CESC), acknowledged that the creation of new indicators should be a participatory decision-making process involving civil society since these indicators would underpin future policy choices, particularly in economic, social and fiscal policy. The Round Table urged EU and Chinese authorities to invest in cooperation and research on mutually acceptable alternative indicators, such as enlarged GDP, social indicators, environmental indicators and wellbeing indicators, and to contribute to international research in this area.
The Round Table also underlined the international responsibility of China and the EU and insisted that trade, investment and economic relations with developing countries, and especially with the least developed countries, should aim for long-term sustainability and give due consideration to environmental and social issues, human rights and governance.

The 13th meeting of the China-EU Round Table will take place in Sichuan in autumn 2013 and will focus on human rights and EU-China investment relations. There will also be a debate with local stakeholders on sustainable tourism.
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The European Economic and Social Committee represents the various economic and social components of organised civil society. It is an institutional consultative body established by the 1957 Treaty of Rome. Its consultative role enables its members, and hence the organisations they represent, to participate in the EU decision-making process. The Committee has 344 members from across Europe, who are appointed by the Council of the European Union.
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