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China-EU Civil Society Round Table adopts joint statement on economic and social rights in Europe and China 
On the eve of the EU-China Summit, the 5th Meeting of the China-EU Round Table took place on 18-19 May 2009 in Tianjin (China) with economic and social rights as main topics. In a joint statement, the two Co-Presidents, Mr Mario Sepi and Mr Zhao Qizheng, Vice-President of the CESC and former Minister of the State Council Information Office of China, welcomed the open and frank dialogue of the Round Table even on sensitive issues. 
The debate was focused on the protection of rights in a context of crisis, the implementation of these rights and the necessary conditions to promote them, as well as the future of the recycling and waste management industries.  
Held under the Co-Chairmanship of EESC President Mario Sepi, and Mr Wang Gang, President of the China Economic and Social Council (CESC), the Round Table recalled that social partners and other non-governmental organisations to some extent pursued shared goals of sustainable employment, for which collective bargaining between strong partners were essential. It recognised that the freedom of association and collective bargaining provided for in both the UN Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the ILO core labour standards created a framework for conflict prevention and resolution in the workplace.

It called for ratification of the relevant international instruments, and welcomed all efforts to improve the implementation of economic and social rights, considering among other things the optional protocol to the ICESCR, which will create a mechanism for complaints to the UN.

Furthermore, the Round Table supports stronger cooperation between civil society in China and the EU for a better implementation of economic and social rights. An exchange of good practices and training should be organised between Chinese and European social partners so as to take advantage of all positive experiences to better implement ILO Conventions on both sides.

The Round Table called on EU and Chinese authorities to involve its members in the dialogues and projects they are undertaking or supporting in the field of economic and social rights. It recommended that children’s rights be given special consideration, welcomed China's achievement of universal education, and called for further efforts to fight child labour in Europe and in China. It insisted on the core role of education, vocational training and retraining of adults.

Recycling industries and waste management 
Both China and Europe have recently adopted a comprehensive legal framework to promote waste management and green investments. Specific implementation measures are needed, especially given the economic crisis, which has also hit the sector. The Round Table encouraged a joint platform for scientific and technical cooperation between researchers of both regions to develop circular industry programmes. It also reiterated its request for full involvement of civil society organisations in waste management policies as the key to the success of those policies, especially in raising public awareness and the sense of responsible ownership. 
Issues related to sustainable development of water will also be on the agenda of the next meeting (October 2009, Stockholm) and sustainable urban development will be discussed in the tripartite meeting with the Swedish Presidency. 

Background information

Following the recommendation of the 9th EU-China Summit (Helsinki, September 2006), the EU-China Civil Society Round Table was jointly established in Beijing in June 2007 by the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) and the China Economic and Social Council (CESC).
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