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Trade and Investment on the agenda of the 4th EU-China Round Table
The 4th Meeting of the EU-China Round Table will take place on 6-7 November 2008 in Paris. The agenda will include trade and investment and related issues such as intellectual property rights as well as recycling industries. 
Following the recommendation of the 9th EU-China Summit (Helsinki, September 2006), the EU-China Civil Society Round Table was jointly established by the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) and the China Economic and Social Council (CESC), in June 2007 in Beijing. 
On the agenda of its 4th meeting are two topics of key importance in the current political and economic situation: Trade and Investment, as along with the numerous problems related to this issue, such as Intellectual Property rights, transparency in terms of regulations and their implementation, and the issue of "Recycling industries". Both China and Europe have recently adopted a comprehensive legal framework to promote waste management and green investments. The key question to be tackled is how this is translated into the policies and practices in China and in Europe.
Moreover, a tripartite workshop with the French Council for economic, social and environmental rights will be organised for the first time, where Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) will be discussed with experts and researchers who led the first CSR assessment in China and in Europe.

Background information

Bernard Kouchner, French Minister for External Relations, commented on the results of the 3rd Round Table that took place in June 2008 in Beijing: "You can be assured that the work carried out jointly by the European Economic and Social Committee and its Chinese counterpart will be taken into account at the next EU-China Summit. I wish to underline the interest and usefulness of this original discussion body which brings together the social and economic partners in EU and China."

Three meetings have taken place since 2007, leading to open and frank discussions between the 15 EESC members and their Chinese counterparts. The EESC delegation in Paris will be led by the EESC president, Mario Sepi.

The meeting will take place in the Palais d'Iéna. For more information, please contact:  Catherine Leger, Nelly Sauvage or Jocelyne Macaire, e-mail: presse@ces.fr, tel. +33 144 436 000. 
	For more details, please contact:

Christian Weger at the EESC Press Office,

99 rue Belliard, B-1040 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 546 9396/9586; mobile: +32 475 75 32 02

Email: press@eesc.europa.eu
Website: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/
Press Releases:

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/activities/press/cp/index_en.asp (English)
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/activities/press/cp/index_fr.asp (French)

	

	The European Economic and Social Committee represents the various economic and social components of organised civil society. It is an institutional consultative body established by the 1957 Treaty of Rome. Its consultative role enables its members, and hence the organisations they represent, to participate in the Community decision-making process. The Committee has 344 members, who are appointed by the Council of Ministers.


EN








