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EU-China Round Table calls for closer cooperation to address the economic and financial crisis

The 4th EU-China Round Table was held on 6 and 7 November, at the headquarters of the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council, Paris.

Chaired respectively by Mario Sepi, President of the European Economic and Social Committee and Li Changjian, Vice-President of the Chinese Economic and Social Council, the two delegations discussed the following themes: Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), trade and investment and recycling industries.

On the theme of CSR, the Round Table described this as a concept “based on respect for and the effective and dynamic application of basic labour standards and laws, the principles of sustainable development accompanied by voluntary commitments by businesses that go beyond the nominative framework”.

Where trade and investment are concerned, the Round Table highlighted the considerable potential for developing bilateral trade and the need for the two partners to rapidly find solutions to the current problems. It was also emphasised that, when dealing with trade and economic issues, account should also be taken of social and environmental concerns.

During discussions, the EESC President, Mr Sepi, stated his concerns about the serious consequences of the financial and economic crisis and urged the international community to improve cooperation on financial matters. Speaking on behalf of the French presidency and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Bernard Kouchner, Gaël de Maisonneuve stressed the importance of the Round Table’s work to preparations for the forthcoming EU-China Summit on 1 December. China’s Ambassador to France, H.E. Kong Quan, also acknowledged the Round Table’s considerable contribution to EU-China relations.

For more information, see:
http://www.eesc.europa.eu/sections/rex/asia/china/index_en.asp?id=6140004rexen
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