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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

MEMO 

Brussels, 29 January 2014 

Joint Press Statement by the European Commission and 
the Maltese Authorities on Malta's Individual Investor 
Programme (IIP) 

On 29 January 2014, representatives of the European Commission's services and of the 

Government of Malta met on the issue of the Individual Investor Programme of the 
Republic of Malta. 
The Maltese representatives presented their intentions regarding further amendments to 
the regulations issued under the Maltese Citizenship Act (L.N.450 of 2013), with a view to 

clarify that this Programme will confer full rights, responsibilities and a full citizenship 
status.  
The amendments include genuine links to Malta through the introduction of an effective 
residence status in Malta prior to the possibility to acquire Maltese naturalisation. 
No certificate of naturalisation will be issued unless the applicant provides proof that 

he/she has resided in Malta for a period of at least 12 months immediately preceding the 
day of issuing of the certificate of naturalisation. 
In addition, the Government of Malta informed the Commission's services about its 
intention to evaluate whether an increase would need to be made to the current capping 

of main applicants under the Individual Investor Programme.  
The Commission's services welcomed the announced amendments concerning the 

residence requirement – done in good faith and in a spirit of sincere cooperation and both 
parties express satisfaction about the understanding reached on this issue. 
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