
EU-Canada CETA negotiations 
Round IV, Brussels,  5-20 July 2010 

Round IV of the negotiations for the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement (CETA) negotiations took place in Brussels 12-16 July. However negotiations 
started already on 5 July with Services and Investments and on 19 and 20 July the parties 
discussed Government Procurement.  

Overall the atmosphere has been very good and there is a general feeling that an agreement 
could be possible in mid 2011 provided there is good will, focused work and maintained 
political pressure.   

The objectives set in advance of the Round had been to 

1) Elaborate a joint plan of the group's negotiating work until the end of the year; stress in
particular where the group expects to stand in December.

2) Follow-up on the objectives of Round III: (a) Where possible, close chapters; (b) Identify
chapters that can be closed, but for specific provisions that cannot be agreed to for external
reasons, e.g., linkages to other chapters, these chapters can be temporarily "parked". (c)
Identify specific issues that cannot be resolved within a negotiating group that should be
reviewed by Chiefs. (d) Continue working on signalling flexibilities and working on
structures for offers.

3) Institutional structure of CETA: Discuss the functions that should be covered by
Committees in all areas and include conclusions in the joint report (the aim was not to discuss
which of the possible future CETA-Committees will cover the proposed functions or
activities).

The problematic issues in all chapters are now well defined. There were constructive 
exchanges both at the level of the groups and of the chief negotiators to identify solutions or 
avenues for solutions    most groups managed to cover ground and to move forward. The TDI 
and Competition Policy chapters can be considered as closed with one remaining item still 
open in each, both related to the outcome in other areas.   

Canadian Provinces were again well represented. To note in particular that the economically 
most important Province - Ontario - now seems to be well engaged in the process and very 
active in representing its offensive interests. 

In preparation for Round V (Ottawa, 19-23 October) inter-sessional work will be undertaken 
with the aim of further advancing a jointly agreed text. 

The outcome of the Round in the various negotiation areas is summarised below: 

Tariffs: The exchange of improved offers as well as line-by-line negotiations will take place 
at a later stage in the process, once the framework is clear in the other market access areas 
(services and investment / GP) and in the disciplines to which the tariff discussions are linked 
(for instance Rules of Origin).  
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