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Recent trends in ICU drug demand 



Context

• 9 months into the pandemic

• Thousands of papers have been published

• We are still learning about SARS-CoV-2/Covid-19

• Mortality/severity pattern has changed (could be

connected with various factors, like: enhanced

testing strategies, treatment options, infected age 

groups etc)
As per Worldometers on 2020-09-17 at 11.56 CEST
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Waves
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Accessed at https://ourworldindata.org/ at 2.22 pm CEST

https://ourworldindata.org/
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Trends
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What about ICU 
treatment?

• Based on experience from the 1st wave: ICU treatment protocols are 

heterogeneous with high inter and even intra-country variability

• Not much information available at the EU level

• Approach to severely ill patients might have changed:

• Early invasive ventilation  delaying invasive ventilation
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Recent data on 
ICU treatment

From a recent pre-print from the UK:

• ICU 28-day mortality reduced from 43.5% pre-peak to 34.3% post-peak

• Use of invasive ventilation and renal replacement reduced over time

• Duration of invasive ventilation increased during the peak period among 
survivors but remained stable among non-survivors

• Duration of ICU stay reduced over time among survivors but remained stable 
among non-survivors

Doidge, J.C.; Mouncey, P.R.; Thomas, K.; Gould, D.W.; Ferrando-Vivas, P.; Shankar-Hari, M.; Harrison, D.A.; Rowan, K.M. Trends in Intensive Care for Patients with COVID-19 in England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland. Preprints 2020, 2020080267 (doi: 10.20944/preprints202008.0267.v1).



Why this matters 
for demand
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Timely access to information is critical to success of planning
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Accessed at https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/current-risk-assessment-novel-coronavirus-situation on 2020-09-17 2 pm CEST

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/current-risk-assessment-novel-coronavirus-situation%20on%202020-09-17
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Conclusion

No visibility to 
industry 

regarding 
expected 
demand

a.Potential 
impact on the 
manufacturing 

plans
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What is necessary
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-Members states must work with the industry

-Provide industry with demand forecasts in a timely manner

-Communicate to industry the level of national inventories held over from the first wave
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Thank you!
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