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Dear Ms Jülicher,
 
I hope you have been keeping well.
 
I am reaching out on behalf of AmCham EU’s Agriculture and Food committee to request a 30
minute exchange with you to firstly introduce the new committee Chair and Vice-Chair and to
discuss our draft agenda for the next edition of the Risk Roundtable (draft attached).
Unfortunately this year it was not possible to have the event on the date originally planned so
we opted to postpone the event until April 2021.
 
We really valued your participation in last year’s edition and would very much like to continue
our cooperation with you on the topic of risk in the agriculture and food sector. Instead of
looking only at risk communication, for the next edition we would like to dive into the perception
of risk and its impact on sustainability. That said, should your agenda allow we would like to have
an exchange with you in January to have your views on the draft. Below are a few dates for your
consideration:
 
Jan 11: 11.30 am or 4pm
Jan 13: 10am – 11am
Jan 15: 2.30pm
 
Please don’t hesitate to let me know should you have any questions. I look forward to hearing
from you.
 
Kind regards,
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DRAFT AGENDA 
 


6th Risk Roundtable: AmCham EU/ DG SANTE/US MISSION 
Date: 6 or 7 April, PM  


Format: Hybrid  
  


In light of a shift toward more sustainable food systems, our discussion will look into how risk 
assessment and management should be integrated with solid risk communication to generate sound 
risk perception1. Policies in this domain should be based on science and reply to the expectations of 


society reflected through policy making decisions. 
 


The objective is to identify convergence between risk perception and real risk to ensure society buy-
in and acceptance of public policies aimed at sustainability. 


The roundtable will dive into the underlying science behind risk perception and why it influences 
policy making. The discussion will address some of the variables and factors that make up the field of 


risk perception and why these variables are so important to understand how policy makers make 
decisions whilst taking in to account economic, social and environmental drivers. 


 


“Managing risk perception influence on sustainability 
policies’’ 


 
Trio introduction:  
Susan (CEO, AmCham EU), or Zeger Vercouteren (AmCham EU Chair, J&J)  
High-level European Commission DG Santé key note speaker  
(High-level US government) 
 


Potential Speakers:  
 
Round table 1:  Safeguarding the role of risk assessment as a building block in 


sustainability policies  


While risk perception will play always an important role in policy making, the discussion will explore 
means of safeguarding the role of risk assessment and management as an independent and non-
biased objective point of view of taking policy actions.  


Moderator (Marie- Cécile Damave) 
 


• Speaker from the European Commission – sustainability and risk  


                                                            
1 “Risk perception is the subjective judgement that people make about the characteristics and severity of a risk.” 
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2 amchameu.eu  


• Academic view on risk and risk perception in our societies: – Jocelyn Raude, Lecturer, 
Haute école de santé publique – Rennes OR Ragnar Lofsted, Professor of Risk Management, 
King’s College London  


• Industry perspective: Veronique Steuker, Director & Head of office, The Nickel Institute 


• Novel communication: social media, opinion influencers and building trust today – Paul de 
Hert, LSTS VUB - Vrije Universiteit Brussel 


• Building trust in society, the perception of NGOs: – Mikael Karlsson  


• Worldwide approach: the US approach risk in assessment and communication – Darci 
Vetter, Vice Chair, Agriculture, Food and Trade & General Manager, Edelman (former Chief 
Agricultural Negotiator at the US Trade Representative (USTR)) 


 
Round table 2:  


Managing expectations in policy making: sustainability vs real risk 
management  


Moderator (Marie- Cécile Damave) 


• Speaker from the European Commission  


• Key principles of evidence and science-based communication: Prof Malcom Ferguson-
Smith, University of Cambridge 


• From a reactive to a proactive communication towards policymakers, case xx: Geoffrey 
Podger (former director General EFSA) or Alberto Spagnolli, Senior Adviser, EFSA 


• Institutional risk communication, case of the General Food Law:  DG SANTE Anastasia 
Alvizou 


• European Parliament view on sustainable risk perception communicated to society: 
Suggested MEPs 


o Roza Thun, EPP, PL 


o Yannick Jadot, Greens, FR 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


3 amchameu.eu  


o Pascal Canfin, RE, FR 


o Irène Tolleret, RE, FR 


o Brando Benifei, S&D, IT  


• Closing remarks: US mission speaker or Julie Vermooten (MSD Animal Health, Agriculture 
and Food Committee Chair)  


Additional notes 


Moderator:  


- Suggestion to have Marie- Cécile Damave moderate both panels  


Other potential speakers:  


- Anne Bucher (in capacity as an independent expert)  


- Julie Girling (Senior Adviser, Burson Cohn & Wolfe, and former MEP) 


- Expert from DIGICOM (on novel communication)  


How do we assess risk?  


1. Identify the hazards. 
2. Decide who might be harmed and how. 
3. Evaluate the risks and decide on control measures. 
4. Record your findings. 
5. Review your assessment and update as and when necessary. 


 


Additional questions to consider:  


- We need risk decision to drive sustainable decisions and to identify how sustainability 
influences risk-based decisions. How does sustainability influence food and feed safety 
decisions?  


- What is the influence of sustainability considerations in food and feed safety decisions?  
- How can sustainability considerations be taken into account? How does policy make balances 


risk and sustainability?  
- Sustainable criteria and risk management decisions (beyond hazard, frequency of exposure) 







 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


4 amchameu.eu  


- Are risk and sustainability compatible?  
- Can risk assessment and sustainability coexist? Can risk regulation and sustainability coexist? 


Are they compatible? 
- Sustainability in risk decision making: Ensuring safety, economic viability and social cohesion  
- How do you balance risk management and sustainability? How can you align risk regulation 


and sustainability objectives? 
- Aligning risk regulation and sustainability objectives. How can one reinforce the other?  
- What is the role of risk in sustainability criteria?  
- Is there a role for risk in developing sustainability criteria?  
- What is the relationship between risk perception and sustainability? 
- How do you take risk into account when you look at sustainability?  
- Farm to fork in the context of risk  
- Sustainability means pesticide reduction targets…. What does it mean for risk management? 
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