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NOTE

From: Presidency
To: High Level Working Party
Subject: Presidency steering note for the informal videoconference of the members of the

High Level Working Party on taxation on 5 May 2021

Delegations will find attached the Presidency steering note in view of the informal videoconference of the
members of the High Level Working Party on taxation on 5 May 2021.
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PRESIDENCY STEERING NOTE 

for the informal videoconference of the members of  

the High Level Working Party on Taxation 

(5 May 2021; morning only) 

 

 

The purpose of this steering note is to present the key aspects to be covered during the informal 

videoconference of the members of the HLWP on 5 May 2021 (see doc. CM 2822/21). 

 

1. International developments 

a) FATCA 

- Information from the Presidency 

 

The Presidency will debrief the Member States on the 25 March videoconference on FATCA with 

representatives from the US Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and will outline possible next steps. 

 

b) Tax related provisions of the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement and the Joint 

political declaration on countering harmful tax regimes 

- Information from the Presidency and the Commission 

- Exchange of views 

 

After a briefing of the Member States by the Presidency and the Commission on the tax-related 

provisions of the TCA and the joint political declaration, the delegations will be invited to express 

their views. 

 

c) G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors Meeting on 7 April 2021 

- Information from the Presidency on tax related issues 

 

The Presidency and the Italian delegation will brief the Member States on the tax aspects of the 

most recent meeting of the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank governors. 
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2. Addressing tax challenges arising from the digitalisation of the economy 

a) OECD BEPS Inclusive Framework 

- Exchange of views and way forward (also against the background of recent US proposals) 

 

The delegations will be invited to exchange views on the state of play in the negotiations in the 

OECD BEPS Inclusive Framework. A Presidency note will be issued in advance of the meeting of 

the working party. 

 

b) Digital taxation in the EU 

- Information from the Commission on expected proposals (including Digital Levy) 

 

The Commission will update the delegations on its intentions with regard to digital taxation, 

including the envisaged timeline for the proposal for the digital levy. 

 

c) National digital taxes 

- State of play 

 

Delegations are invited to present the state of play in their respective Member States as regards the 

introduction of digital (services) taxes. 

 

3. “Fit for 55” package – tax-related aspects 

- Information from the Commission on expected proposals 

 

The Commission will present the tax-related proposals in the “Fit for 55” package followed by first 

reactions with a view to future work in the Council. 
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4. Covid-19 

a) National tax measures 

- State of play 

b) EU measures 

- Commission VAT proposals 

 

The members of the HLWP will be invited to bring to the Group’s attention national tax measures 

that have been taken in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

The Commission will subsequently outline the different tax-related EU measures since the start of 

the crisis and present its recent Decision of 19 April 2021 extending until 31 December 2021 the 

relief from import duties and exemption of value added tax (‘VAT’) on importation of goods needed to 

combat the effects of the COVID-19 outbreak until 30 April 2021, and the proposal for amending the 

VAT Directive in view of supporting and facilitating measures taken at Union level in the public 

interest. 

 

5. Council conclusions on fair and effective taxation in times of recovery, on tax challenges 

linked to digitalisation and on tax good governance in the EU and beyond, November 2020 - 

Follow-up 

a) Revision of the COCG mandate 

b) Review of the geographical scope 

- State of play and exchange of views 

 

The Presidency and the CoCG Chair will inform delegations on the state of play of the discussions 

and will invite delegations to reflect further on the review of the mandate of the Code of Conduct 

Group and the review of the geographical scope of the EU list of non-cooperative jurisdictions for 

tax purposes. 
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6. AOB 

a) Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the 

'Fiscalis' programme for cooperation in the field of taxation – State of play 

- Information from the Presidency 

 

The Presidency will update delegations on the state of play regarding the finalization of the Fiscalis 

Regulation. 

 

b) European Data Protection Board statement 04/2021 on international agreements including 

transfers 

- Information from the Commission 

 

The Commission will inform the Member States on the implications of Statement 04/2021 of the 

European Data Protection Board. 

 

c) Working methods – mandate of the Working Party on Tax Questions 

 - State of play 

 

The Presidency and the GSC will present the state of play of the revision of the list of Council 

preparatory bodies. 

 

____________________ 
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