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MINUTES 

Minutes of the meeting: 

The Commission met representatives from three non-governmental organizations (NGOs) -
Médecins Sans Frontières, Health Action International, Human Rights Watch  as regards the 
ongoing discussions in the WTO on the proposed waiver of the TRIPS Agreement in relation 
to COVID-related technologies. The NGOs indicated that they have been following the 
developments on the intellectual property (IP) discussion and fully back the calls of 
India/South Africa and others to agree on a waiver of the TRIPS Agreement. They highlighted 
that this is widely supported by numerous civil society organizations, governments, 
parliaments and the global community in general.   

The Commission noted that the EU has been very engaged in the COVID crisis response and 
will submit a comprehensive proposal to the WTO for an urgent trade response to ensure 
equitable access to Covid-19 vaccines and treatments, including on IP issues.  

The NGOs underlined that there is already capacity of production of vaccines in developing 
countries and this has not been used since the voluntary agreements are completely dependent 
on vaccine developers. The supply of vaccines needs to be diversified globally. They consider 
that there is plenty of evidence that IP is a barrier which prevents those companies from 
producing vaccines, e.g. in Bangladesh. Even if Bangladesh is not subject to the obligations of 
the TRIPS Agreement, broad global support is needed to bring the vaccine production there. 
A broad waiver of the TRIPS agreement is the only way forward since global response is 
needed. NGOs noted that the compulsory licensing is not functioning properly, including in 
the EU. They pointed to the various materials already prepared on these issues. 

 

Topics: Trade in relation to COVID-related technologies   
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