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Human rights (Universal instruments):

- 1948 United Nations Declaration of Human Rights

- 1984 UN Convention Against Torture

- 1989 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

- 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees

 The following 1967 Protocol relating to the Status 
of Refugees 
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Fundamental rights (European instruments):

- 1950 European Convention of human rights

- 2000 EU Charter of Fundamental Rights 
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Organization of a Return Operation

Council Decision 2004/573
(on organization of joint flights for removals from the territory
of two or more Member States, of third-country nationals who
are subjects of individual removal orders)

Council Directive 2003/110
(on assistance in cases of transit for the purposes of removal
by air)

Directive 2008/115/EC 
(on common standards and procedures for returning illegal
third-country nationals)
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Legal Base for Frontex

COUNCIL REGULATION 2007/2004
establishing a EU Agency for management of operational cooperation at
external borders of the MS of the EU

REGULATION 1168/2011 OF THE EU PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL
amending Council Regulation 2007/2004

European Border and Coast Guard Agency Regulation 2016/1624
giving a new mandate to Frontex

European Border and Coast Guard Agency Regulation 2019/1896
giving the latest mandate to Frontex and repealed regulation 2016/1624
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FRONTEX Documents and Policies

• Guide for Joint Return Operations by Air 
coordinated by Frontex

• Code of Conduct for all persons 
participating in Frontex activities

• Code of Conduct for RO and RI 
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Use of Legal Force
- In general inside of an airplane in operation

- Upon consent of the captain 

- On the apron of a MS, doors open
- Upon consent of the local police low of this MS

- During RO inside an airplane in operation
- Upon consent of the EL of OMS

- On the apron during handover in BJL/GMB, doors open
- Up to the GMB authorities according national low


