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Ref. Ares(2023)3729415 - 30/05/2023

Briefing for Director General Dominique Ristori 

Meeting with Erica Hope (European Climate Foundation), Brook Riley (Rockwool) and 

Fiona Hall (former MEP) 

3 September 2018 

Scene setter: 

You will meet Erica Hope from European Climate Foundation, Brook Riley from Rockwool and 
Fiona  Hall,  former  MEP,  who  would  like  to  discuss  the  long  term  decarbonisation  strategy. 
They would especially like to discuss two points: i) building on the excellent energy efficiency 
and renewables deals to demonstrate that it is possible to a) go well above 40% by 2030 in 
terms of cutting emissions  and b) get to net zero emissions by 2050 and ii) including the cost 
of climate damages into the modelling. 

Regarding the climate damages point and looking ahead to the discussions in Council, they 
believe  that  the  2050  vision  will  be  even  stronger  if  estimates  of  climate  damages  are 
factored  into  the  analysis.  For  example,  Eurostat  estimates  that  climate  change  is  already 
costing  the  EU  €12  billion  per  year  (based  on  Munich  RE  insurance  data).  The  EEA  /  JRC 
estimate that 2°C of global warming will cost €120 billion per year. 

Line to take 

On an ambitious greenhouse gas emission reduction objective 

•  Recall the successful conclusions of the trilogues on RES and EE: 

o  EU-level target for energy efficiency set at least at 32.5% for 2030; 
o  EU-level binding target of at least 32 % of renewable energy sources in final 

energy  consumption  by  2030.  It  is  a  well-balanced  agreement  reflecting  the 
substantial reduction in technology costs. 

o  Both targets include the possibility of a further upward revision in 2023. 

 

•  As the Commissioner already mentioned, high RES and energy-efficiency ambition for 

2030 means that the GHG reduction would exceed the 40% target and reach ca. 45%. 
 

•  The EU long-term strategy will analyse Paris-compliant scenarios underpinned by a 

wider analysis of transition options across key sectors of the economy. The scenarios 
will  aim  at  achieving  the  Paris  goals  (i.e.  holding  the  increase  in  the  global  average 
temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to 
limit  the  temperature  increase  to  1.5  °C  above  pre-industrial  levels)  and,  thus,  a 
range of ambition levels. Clearly, this will include also looking into pathways to net-
zero greenhouse gas emissions in 2050.  
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renewable  measures  could  bring  to  reducing  GHG  emissions  cost-effectively  within 
the different sectors of the economy. 

On the inclusion of climate damages into the modelling 

•  The  purpose  of  the  EU  long-term  decarbonisation  strategy  is  to  analyse  Paris-

compliant scenarios and the ensuing transitions. This will be the focus of the strategy, 
including their costs and benefits.  

•  Within this exercise we are focusing on comparing action and inaction. Also, we do 

not know at this stage if the Paris agreement will be fully implemented by all parties. 
Therefore, climate damage is not in the focus of our modelling. 

•  We  will,  however,  try  to  capture  key  co-benefits  of  emissions  reduction  (e.g.  for 

citizens' health).  
 

Background: 

•  The  Commissioner  has  already  stated  in  public  events  that  thanks  to  the  agreed 

ambitious  2030  targets  for  renewables  and  efficiency,  it  would  be  possible  to  go 
above the 40% GHG reduction by 2030 and this will be taken into account in the long-
term scenarios. 

•  The latest run of the PRIMES energy system model, estimate that reaching the goals 

of the Clean Energy Package would entail a GHG reduction of approximately 45% in 
2030. 

•  The Commission has not planned to undertake specific studies on the assessment of 

climate damages in the preparation of the Long Term Strategy. However, the LTS will 
discuss  the  macroeconomic  impact  of  decarbonisation  including  also  co-benefits 
(such as improved health). 
 

•  The  ROCKWOOL  Group  is  an  industrial  company  producing  insulation,  acoustic 

ceilings and horticultural growing media based on stone wool technology. 
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CVs 

 

Erica Hope 

Erica  joined  the  ECF  in  2013  and  is  currently  based  in  the 
Governance  and  Law  team,  leading  ECF’s  ‘2050  task  force’:  a 
cross-thematic programme of work designed to realise European 
commitments to net zero emissions by mid-century. 

Until September 2017 she split her time between the UK and 
energy  efficiency  programmes.  On  energy  efficiency 
her most  recent  focus  was  on  integrating  the  demand  side 

into  EU  energy  policy  (‘Efficiency  First’), some work  on  which  she  still  oversees.  In  the  UK 
she  developed  strategies  and  grants  to  build  political  will  for,  and  tangibly  deliver  the 
country’s low carbon transition. Erica also steers the work of the ECF’s Programme Office to 
ensure alignment between programmes and working levels. 

Erica previously led  the  policy  and  advocacy  activities  of  NGO  network  Climate  Action 
Network  Europe  on  energy  efficiency,  and  helped  to  establish  the  influential  Coalition  for 
Energy Savings. From 2005-2009 she was researcher to Green MEP Caroline Lucas, and has 
also worked at the Institute for Public Policy Research in London. She has an MA in Human 
Sciences from the University of Oxford. 
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Brook Riley 

Group public affairs at ROCKWOOL 

International 

 

His role at ROCKWOOL is to increase the 

ambition of the EU's climate and energy 

legislation. 

Previously, he led Friends of the Earth 

campaigns on the EU energy efficiency 

directive and the 2030 climate and energy 

package. 

 
 
About ROCKWOOL 
ROCKWOOL releases the natural power of stone to enrich modern living. 
The ROCKWOOL Group is a focused industrial company with leading positions in 
insulation, acoustic ceilings and horticultural growing media based on proprietary stone wool 
technology.  
 
The ROCKWOOL Group's business portfolio consists of: 
* ROCKWOOL® insulation systems for buildings. 
* ROCKWOOL® technical insulation solutions to both industry, marine and offshore. 
* ROCKWOOL® core solutions tailor made stone wool products to be integrated into 
finished systems. 
* Rockfon® acoustic ceilings and wall solutions. 
* Rockpanel® cladding material. 
* Grodan® growing media solutions for plants. 
* Lapinus® solutions for applications such as friction, water management, tracks, coatings, 
gaskets and fences  
 
“Stone wool is a versatile material and forms the basis of all our businesses. With more than 
11, 000 passionate colleagues in 39 countries, we are the world leader in stone wool solutions, 
from building insulation to acoustic ceilings, external cladding systems to horticultural 
solutions, engineered fibres for industrial use to insulation for the process industry and marine 
& offshore.” 
 
Headquarters: Hedehusene, Denmark 
Year founded: 1937 
 
 
Articles published by Mr Riley: 
2015: Why the EU must ditch gas in favour of efficiency and renewables 

4 

 
 



[bookmark: 5][image: ]

2015: Energy Union is a triumph of gas lobby spin 
2014: Barroso and Van Rompuy shun climate action, embrace Obama’s shale gas 
2014: The EU is betraying its climate policy 
 
 
 

Fiona Hall 

 
Former function: Member of European parliament (for 10 years) 
New function: Senior policy advisor to its energy efficiency team 
New employer: Rockwool International A/S (Hall's major 
consultancy client) 
Nationality: UK 
 
 
Fiona Hall was an MEP for 10 years from 2004 to 2014; she 
became leader of the liberal democrats in the European parliament 
in 2009 and was a member of the parliament's bureau. 
 

Hall spent 10 years on the parliament's industry, research and energy committee. Here, she 
took the lead role for the group of MEPs in the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe 
(ALDE) on dossiers such as the 2030 framework for energy and climate change policies, the 
energy efficiency directive, the recast of the energy performance of buildings directive and 
the renewable energy directive. 
 
Hall remains a member of the European forum on renewable energy sources (EUFORES) 
which is a “European cross-party network of Members of Parliaments from the European 
Parliament as well as from the EU28 national and regional Parliaments. EUFORES core 
objective is the promotion of renewable energy and energy efficiency”. Companies and 
industry associations are also eligible to join EUFORES and to sponsor their activities and 
events. 
 
In June 2014, it was announced that Hall would join Rockwool International A/S as senior 
policy advisor to its energy efficiency team starting 1 September 2014. Rockwool is a major 
Danish company which provides insulation materials for buildings. It has operations in more 
than 30 countries and in 2013 generated sales of nearly €2 billion. 
 
Rockwool is listed in the EU lobby transparency register; in 2012 (the most recent year for 
which its figures are available), Rockwool declared lobby spending of €300,000 - €350,000, 
and it worked primarily on energy efficiency of buildings; construction products regulation; 
sustainability; and fire safety. Rockwool is also listed as a lobby client of major lobby firm 
cabinet DN in 2013. 
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