TTIP: ICT sector: CONNECT-TRADE consultation with stakeholders

DG CONNECT and DG TRADE organised today a joint meeting with stakeholders to
discuss ICT related matters in the context of the TTIP negotiation.

Participants:

EU: R. SCHLEGELMILCH, M. DUERRKOP, F. GEHL, E. NIETO HERNANDEZ, P.
NEIRA (TRADE)

L. CORUGEDO-STENEBERG, E. HARTOG, S. VICECONTE, K. DUCATEL
(CONNECT)

Stakeholders: See enclosed list

Details:

The meeting aimed at consulting stakeholders (industry — European and extra-European —
and the civil society) on ICT related topics in view of the forthcoming TTIP negotiation.
The meeting was jointly organised and chaired by DG CONNECT and DG TRADE.

The agenda proposed to the participants included market access related issues; regulatory
issues; cybersecurity; cloud computing. Participants were also offered the opportunity to
bring other topics.

The meeting proved to be useful in demonstrating transparency as well as our willingness
to reach out to our stakeholders. Some interesting pieces of information could be gathered;
even tough one could have wished the industry to be more forthcoming. Written
contributions in the context of the consultation have been more detailed.

Audiovisual was raised from the outset, in particular by the German broadcaster ARD.
The latter expressed the well-known concerns, to which COM replied the agreed line. The
British Film Institute raised the question of how to deal with convergence in trade
agreement (with for example connected TV, which combines goods and services). COM
explained that trade agreements would provide for the tools to either cover this
convergence or to exclude elements that did not need to be included (segregation between
transmission and content; between enabied and enabling services);

With regard to market access the following issues have been flagged: the wholesale access
or "special access" problem, notably raised by BT; restrictions on licences for satellite
services providers (ESOA — Satellites association); regulation of the universal services
(some participants complained about the high costs that represent universal services
contributions); spectrum management/allocation is not sufficiently efficient; restrictions
with regard to government procurement (notably for high performance computing);



On cybersecurity, there was a call for including the topic in TTIP. CCIA (computer
association) suggested reaching a common understanding on what are legitimate and
proportionate cybersecurity measures. INTEL suggested to better coordinate on the topic
and address together the type of regulation that I enacted on cybersecurity on both sides of
the Atlantic Digital Europe highlighted how cybersecurity measures were used in third
countries as de facto market access barriers. IN this context, the TTIP should set the right
benchmark.

On Cloud computing, TRADE (RS) explained how this reality was already captured by
EU's trade agreement, while CONNECT (KD) highlighted the main lines of the EU
strategy. Participants touch upon — but briefly — the issue of data flow and certification
(Deutsche Telekom insisted on the need to build trust in the cloud and certification would
be an asset in this regard).

Other topics raised by participants include: dual use products (and notably software) and
the need to address that issue in the TTIP; localisation requirements (TTIP should set out
the benchmark for third countries).
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