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• The Group agreed on a possible approach to set up an integrated system on patent 
information composed of five steps as follows:  

1) Identification of relevant medical products (African Union, WHO, NGOs, health 
community) and the level of service needed by the users (starting point: the Medicines 
Patent Pool's Patent Status Database on Selected HIV Medicines) 

2) Identification of relevant patents (Patent offices) 

3) Identification of patents composing patent families in countries of interest to users 
(WIPO) 

4) Interpretation / Categorization of patents according to product specifications (e.g. 
formulations) 

5) Dissemination of the data (e.g. via free accessible database at EPO/WIPO website 

• Mapping exercise: The Group agreed to exchange all project related relevant 
information – please send information on  

o Medicines Patent Pool's Patent Status Database on Selected HIV Medicines 

o Re:Search (WIPO), 

o WIPO/WHO project on setting up a database on patents for essential 
medicines 

o web-based gateway for patent searches on medical products (WIPO / WHO) 

• The Commission will provide access to the Members to CIRCA, a platform for the 
exchange of project related documents and information (such as agendas, minutes, 
presentations, etc.) 

• The draft Terms of Reference which were sent to the participants prior to the meeting 
will be slightly amended in light of the discussion and the envisaged next steps and 
circulated among the Group members for comments. 

 

First deliverables: 

• ALL: Please send your comments  to the EC on the draft minutes by 30 March DONE 

• ALL: Please send your comments to the EC on the second draft of the ToR by 6 April 
DONE 

• ALL: Please send information to the EC on ongoing projects with comments on 
complementarity to the work of this Working Group (WIPO/WHO IP database for 
essential medicines; WIPO Re:Search) by 22 May 

• EC to provide access for group members to CIRCA by 22 May 



3 

• MPP: Please send to the EC info on MPP patent status database and statement on 
current limitations which could be addressed with this project by 22 May 

• MPP: Please send to the EC proposal for the level of service (which patent information 
do the users need) by 22 May 

• EPO: Please send to the EC further information on the clean technology project which 
might serve as a model DONE 

Information is available at: http://www.epo.org/news-
issues/issues/classification/classification.html and e-learning module: https://e-
courses.epo.org/wbts/y02_en/player.html 

• African Union Commission: Please send to the EC first proposal for products by 15 
May;  

 

Next steps:  

o EC will circulate all documents among the group members upon reception. 

o EC will finalize the minutes and the Terms of Reference based on the Group's 
comments and disseminate them to the Group and upload them to CIRCA. DONE 

o The Group will comment on the first proposal prepared by AU for products which 
should be included in the pilot by 5 June. 

o For the final discussion and approval of the product list for the pilot we will set up 
a conference call for mid June (proposal: 14 June 17:00-18:00 CET). 

o  We intent to schedule the next face-to-face meeting for early July (proposal: 3 
July 13:30-17:30) 

* * * 




