	[image: image1.jpg]


 

	COUNCIL OF
THE EUROPEAN UNION
	
	Brussels, 6 June 2007


	
	
	9870/07


	CRS/CRP 19



SUMMARY RECORD
	Subject :
	2185th meeting of the PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES COMMITTEE held in Brussels on 23 May 2007 


SUMMARY
Page

1.
Adoption of the provisional agenda and items "I"
7
Coreper Part 1
I

2.
Replies to written questions put to the Council by Members of the European Parliament 

(a) n° E-1983/07 put by Alessandro Battilocchio

"Nicaragua and legislation on abortion"

 

(b) n° P-2002/07 put by Anna Ibrasagic - "Cultural heritage"

 

(c) n° E-2003/07 put by Ana Gomes - ''Extraordinary renditions' in the Horn of Africa"
(d) n° E-2013/07 put by Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert, Ignasi Guardans Cambó

"Reaction to the Danish Government's request on the evaluation of aviation security measures"

 

(e) n° E-2036/07 put by Emilio Menéndez del Valle

"Regarding the British soldiers captured by Iran"

 

(f) n° E-2070/07 put by Proinsias De Rossa - "Broilers Directive"

 

(g) n° E-2127/07 put by Mario Mauro - "Violation of rights of Baha'i in Iran"

 

(h) n° E-2267/07 put by Antolín Sánchez Presedo

"Situation surrounding the President of the World Bank"

 

(i) n° E-2423/07 put by Robert Kilroy-Silk

"Referendum on Constitutional changes"

3.
Case before the Court of Justice


Case C-127/07 (Arcelor Atlantique et Lorraine e.a.  Preliminary question referred by the 
Conseil d'Etat - France (E.R. vs Council of the European Union and Commission of the 
European Communities)
4.
European Economic and Social Committee 

-
Appointment of two Dutch members (Mr Meijer and Ms Van Wezel)

5.
Milk and milk products

–
Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 2001/114/EC relating to certain partly or wholly dehydrated preserved milk for human consumption

–
Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1255/1999 on the common organisation of the market in milk and milk products

–
Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 2597/97 laying down additional rules on the common organisation of the market in milk and milk products for drinking milk
6.
Proposal for a Council Decision on the signature and provisional application of the Agreement between the European Community and the Kyrgyz Republic on certain aspects of air services

7.
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on Community statistics on the structure and activity of foreign affiliates (First reading)
8.
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 89/391/EEC, its individual Directives and Council Directives 83/477/EEC, 91/383/EEC, 92/29/EEC and 94/33/EC with a view to simplifying and rationalising the reports on practical implementation (First reading)
II
9.
Preparation for the forthcoming Council meeting (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 11 and 12 June 2007

1.
Setting of the provisional agenda (For the items within the remit of the Permanent Representatives Committee) ……………………………………………………………8
2.
Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No 41/2007 as concerns the recovery plan for bluefin tuna recommended by the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas …………………………………...8
3.
Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing measures for the recovery of the stock of European eel …………………………………………………………………………….8
10.
Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulations (EC) No 894/97, (EC) No 812/2004 and (EC) No 2187/2005 as concerns drift nets ………………………………………………..9
11.
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on a Community energy-efficiency labelling programme for office equipment (First reading) ………………...9
12.
Preparation of the Council meeting (Transport, Telecommunications and Energy) on 6, 7 and 8 June 2007

1.
Gas and Electricity Market

(a)
Communication: Prospects for the internal gas and electricity market …………10

(b)
Sector Inquiry on the gas and electricity markets ……………………………….10

(c)
Priority Interconnection Plan ……………………………………………………10


2.
International relations in the field of energy

(a)
EU-USA …………………………………………………………………………10

(b)
EU-Russia ……………………………………………………………………….10

(c)
EU-OPEC ………………………………………………………………………..10

(d)
Energy efficiency ………………………………………………………………..10

(e)
Energy Community ……………………………………………………………...10

(f)
EU-Africa ………………………………………………………………………..10

(g)
Other initiatives ………………………………………………………………….10
3.
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 97/67/EC concerning the full accomplishment of the internal market of Community postal services ……………………………………………………………10
4.
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions "i2010 - Annual Information Society Report 2007" ……………………………………………11 
5.
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions "Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) in Europe : steps towards a policy framework" ……11
6.
Maritime Safety

(a)
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 2002/59/EC establishing a Community vessel traffic monitoring and information system ……………………………………………………………..11
(b)
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the liability of carriers of passengers by sea and inland waterways in the event of accidents ………………………………………………………………………..12
	827/06 MAR 22 ENV 127 CODEC 195  

	6827/06 MAR 22 ENV 127 CODEC 195  


(c)
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of  the Council establishing the fundamental principles governing the investigation of accidents in the maritime transport sector and amending Directives 1999/35/EC and 2002/59/EC ……………………………………………………………………..12
7.
European energy strategy for transport ……………………………………………….12
8.
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the interoperability of the Community rail system (Cross-acceptance) …………………...13
9.
Proposal for a Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1592/2002 of 15 July 2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council on common rules in the field of civil aviation and establishing a European Aviation Safety Agency ………………………..13
10.
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on common rules for the operation of air transport services in the Community (Recast) …………..13
Coreper Part 2
I

13.
Committee of the Regions

-
Appointment of an alternate member (BE)



14.
Schengen evaluation of GREECE

-
Draft Council conclusions on the follow‑up to the Schengen evaluation conducted in 2005

15.
Schengen evaluation of the new Member States - follow up

-
Draft Council conclusions on the implementation of the Schengen acquis with respect to Data Protection after the re-visits to Estonia, Slovakia and Cyprus

16.
Political and Security Committee Decision EUPT/1/2007 extending the mandate of the Head of the EU Planning Team (EUPT Kosovo) regarding a possible EU crisis management operation in the field of rule of law and possible other areas in Kosovo

17.
Europol Work Programme 2008

18.
Draft Europol Budget for 2008

19.
Five years financing plan 2008-2012

20.
Europol Annual Report 2006

22.
Council conclusions on Europol participation in joint investigation teams (JITs) further to the entry into force of the Protocol of 28 November 2002 amending the Convention on the establishment of a European Police Office (Europol Convention) and the Protocol on the privileges and immunities of Europol, the members of its organs, the deputy directors and the employees of Europol

23.
Council Decision on the conclusion of the Protocol to the Euro‑Mediterranean Agreement establishing an Association between the European Community and its Member States, of the one part, and the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria, of the other part, to take account of the accession of the Czech Republic, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of Slovenia and the Slovak Republic to the European Union

II

24.
Preparation of the Council meeting (Economic and Financial Affairs), on 5 June 2007

-
Other items in connection with the Council meeting …………………………………14
25.
Presentation of the agenda for the Council meeting (Justice and Home Affairs), on 12/13 June 2007 ……………………………………………………………………………..14
26.
Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on certain procedural rights in criminal proceedings throughout the European Union ………………………………………………..14
27.
WTO/DDA …………………………………………………………………………………..14
28.
EU - Russia Summit, 18 May 2007, Samara ………………………………………………...15
29.
Preparation of EU-Canada Summit, 4 June 2007 ……………………………………………15
30.
Preparation of EU-Japan Summit, 5 June 2007 ……………………………………………...15
31.
Preparation of EU-Brazil Summit, 4 July 2007 ……………………………………………..16
-
Any other business

=
Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 89/552/EEC on the coordination of certain provisions laid down by law, regulation or administrative Action in Member States concerning the pursuit of television broadcasting activities (Television without frontiers) ………………………16
1.
Adoption of the provisional agenda and items "I"
doc.
9777/07 OJ/CRP1 20 


9674/07 OJ/CRP2 20 

The above mentioned agenda is approved with the following changes :


The following item is added :


(Coreper Part 2, under I)


32.
Establishment of an ad hoc working party on the Joint EU - Africa Strategy



9246/1/07 COAFR 159 ACP 89 RELEX 313 COPOL 10 MIGR 36 COMAG 14




COSDP 368 PESC 540 DEVGEN 86 POLGEN 47

As regards this item, it is agreed that the new ad hoc Working Party on the Joint EU-Africa 
Strategy will meet without interpreting.

The following item is withdrawn :


(Coreper Part 2, under I)


21.
Council Decision adjusting the basic salaries and allowances applicable to Europol 

Staff



9035/07 EUROPOL 50

The Committee approves the "I" items as set out in the summary. Details are contained in the 
document quoted under item 1.

Coreper Part 1
II
9.
Preparation for the forthcoming Council meeting (Agriculture and Fisheries) on 11 and 12 June 2007

1.
Setting of the provisional agenda

(For the items within the remit of the Permanent Representatives Committee)

The Committee agrees the provisional agenda for the forthcoming Council meeting (Agriculture and Fisheries) as set out in document 10422/07.
2.
Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Council Regulation (EC) No 41/2007 as concerns the recovery plan for bluefin tuna recommended by the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 
-
Adoption
6890/07 PECHE 45











8367/07 PECHE 103 
+ REV 1 (en)

9299/07 PECHE 133


IT and FR request a delay in the entry into force of this Proposal. Several delegations and the 
Commission oppose this request. The item is maintained on the Council agenda.
3.
Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing measures for the recovery of the stock of European eel 

-
Political agreement
13139/05 PECHE 203











9655/07 PECHE 149


The FR delegation presents its document 9729/07 and the Commission its views on it. The Chairman of the Committee invites the Commission to produce a new document with a view to discuss it if possible at the next meeting of the Committee on 29 May.
10.
Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulations (EC) No 894/97, (EC) 

No 812/2004 and (EC) No 2187/2005 as concerns drift nets 

-
Adoption 

13064/06 PECHE 264











 9657/07 PECHE 151
As a response to a question by the Presidency, the French delegation states that due to the change of Government it is not yet in a position to decide if the above proposal can be adopted under an "A"-item procedure noting that France votes against for the reasons set out in the note from the Secretariat.
The Danish delegation now agrees to the use of an "A"-item procedure and recalls that its Parliamentary scrutiny reservation is not yet lifted.
The Spanish delegation formally requests that the proposal be included as a possible "B" item for adoption on the agenda of the 2007 June Agri/Fisheries Council. The Netherlands delegation supports this request.
The Committee decides to include the proposal for adoption as a possible "B" item on the agenda of the 2007 June Agri/Fisheries Council. The Committee decides to return to this issue on 1 June 2007 to verify if an "A"-item procedure would be possible at that stage.
11.
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on a Community energy-efficiency labelling programme for office equipment (First reading)

-
Analysis of the draft amendments submitted by the rapporteur

9546/07 ENER 137 RELEX 344 CODEC 518

Le Comité est parvenu à un accord sur la position à présenter au Parlement concernant ses 
amendements sur cette proposition de règlement.
12.
Preparation of the Council meeting (Transport, Telecommunications and Energy) on 6, 7 and 8 June 2007

1.
Gas and Electricity Market


(a)
Communication: Prospects for the internal gas and electricity market



5232/07 ENER 10












(b)
Sector Inquiry on the gas and electricity markets



5236/07 ENER 11












(c)
Priority Interconnection Plan



5237/07 ENER 12












-
Policy debate



9541/07 ENER 136

Le Comité a marqué son accord sur les questions figurant au doc. 9541/07.
2.
International relations in the field of energy


(a)
EU-USA


(b)
EU-Russia


(c)
EU-OPEC


(d)
Energy efficiency


(e)
Energy Community


(f)
EU-Africa


(g)
Other initiatives


-
Information from the Presidency / Commission



9489/07 ENER 133 ENV 257 RELEX 335


Le Comité a pris note des intentions de la présidence et de la Commission concernant l'information du Conseil sur ce point.
3.
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 97/67/EC concerning the full accomplishment of the internal market of Community postal services 

-
Progress report 

(Public deliberation, pursuant to Article 8(1)(c) CRP)

14357/06 POSTES 1 MI 180 COMPET 282 CONSOM 95 SOC 479 

CODEC 1163



+ ADD 2





14368/06 POSTES 2 MI 182 COMPET 284 CONSOM 96 SOC 480


14371/06 POSTES 3 MI 183 COMPET 285 CONSOM 97 SOC 481



9602/07 POSTES 1 MI 123 COMPET 144 CONSOM 61 SOC 207 CODEC 523


The Committee reached an agreement on the draft Progress Report (included in doc. 
9906/07). The Presidency will submit to the Council the questions set out in document 
9946/07 as a basis for the informal lunchtime Ministerial exchange of views on the afore-
mentioned Proposal (the discussions over lunch will be held in a restricted session).
4.
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions "i2010 - Annual Information Society Report 2007"
-
Adoption of Council conclusions

8108/07 TELECOM 41 COMPET 89 RECH 94 AUDIO 15 SOC 128 CULT 23
TRANS 105 SAN 62
9584/07 TELECOM 66 COMPET 143 RECH 137 AUDIO 24 SOC 206

The results of the work of the Committee are set out in the document 9955/07.
5.
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions "Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) in Europe : steps towards a policy framework"
-
Exchange of views

7544/07 TELECOM 32 DATAPROTECT 11 RECH 82 COMPET 77 ENV 156
SAN 45 

9559/07 TELECOM 65 DATAPROTECT 17 RECH 136 COMPET 142 ENV 262
SAN 98
The Committee reached an agreement on the question for the exchange of views at the Council (as set out in doc. 9903/07) and shall submit it to the Council as a basis for discussions.
6.
Maritime Safety

(a)
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 2002/59/EC establishing a Community vessel traffic monitoring and information system 

-
Political agreement

(Public deliberation, pursuant to Article 8(1)(b) CRP)

5171/06 MAR   3 ENV   15 CODEC 16






9343/07 MAR 31 ENV 240 PECHE 138 CODEC 471
The Committee examined the above-mentioned proposal which will be submitted to the TTE Council on 6-8 June 2007 for political agreement.

(b)
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on 

the liability of carriers of passengers by sea and inland waterways in the 

event of accidents


-
Progress report


(Public deliberation, pursuant to Article 8(1)(c) CRP)

	6827/06 MAR 22 ENV 127 CODEC 195  

	6827/06 MAR 22 ENV 127 CODEC 195  



6827/06 MAR 22 ENV 127 CODEC 195






9548/07 MAR 37 ENV 260 CODEC 520

The Committee examined the above report and agreed to transmit it to the Council.

(c)
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of  the Council 

establishing the fundamental principles governing the investigation of 


accidents in the maritime transport sector and amending Directives 


1999/35/EC and 
2002/59/EC 

-
Political agreement

(Public deliberation, pursuant to Article 8(1)(b) CRP)


6436/06 MAR 16 ENV   97 CODEC 155





9549/07 MAR 38 ENV 261 CODEC 521

The Committee examined the above proposal and agreed to transmit it to the Council, in a 
slightly modified version, inviting it to examine the outstanding issues.
7.
European energy strategy for transport

-
Adoption of Council conclusions

9606/07 TRANS 161 COMPET 145 ENV 264 ECO 68 ECOFIN 204

ENER 139 RELEX 352 RECH 138 EDUC 93 SOC 208 

TELECOM 67 MI 124 IND 50 MAP 15 FISC 72


The Committee examined the text set out in Annex to doc. 9606/07, agreed by the Working 
Party, and invited the Council to adopt in a public debate the draft Conclusions at the TTE 
Council on 6-8 June 2007. CZ, HU and SK entered a reservation.
8.
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the interoperability of the Community rail system (Cross-acceptance) 
-
Progress report

(Public deliberation, pursuant to Article 8(1)(c) CRP)

17038/06 TRANS 348 CODEC 1598








  9608/07 TRANS 162 CODEC   524
The Committee endorsed the Progress report the Presidency intends to submit to the TTE Council of 6-8 June 2007. The Presidency revised the report in the light of the remarks made by the Commission (doc. 9608/07 REV).
9.
Proposal for a Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1592/2002 of 15 July 2002 of the European Parliament and of the Council on common rules in the field of civil aviation and establishing a European Aviation Safety Agency 

-
Political agreement

(Public deliberation, pursuant to Article 8(1)(b) CRP)

14903/05 AVIATION 179 CODEC 98







  9547/07 AVIATION   87 CODEC 519
The Committee agreed to submit this proposal to the Council with a view to reaching political agreement.
10.
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on common rules for the operation of air transport services in the Community (Recast) 

-
Progress report / General approach

(Public deliberation, pursuant to Article 8(1)(c) CRP)

11829/06 AVIATION 109 CODEC 784








  9550/07 AVIATION   88 CODEC 522

The Committee had an in-depth examination of the proposal and agreed to submit it to the 
Council with a view to reaching a general approach and to resolve the outstanding issues.
Coreper Part 2
II 

24.
Preparation of the Council meeting (Economic and Financial Affairs), on 5 June 2007

-
Other items in connection with the Council meeting
Le Comité fait le point sur l'état de préparation des points susceptibles de figurer à l'ordre du jour provisoire de la session du Conseil visée en objet.
25.
Presentation of the agenda for the Council meeting (Justice and Home Affairs), on 12/13 June 2007


The Committee took note of the agenda for the Council meeting (Justice and 

Home Affairs) on 12-13 June 2007 presented by the Presidency. EE proposed that 

Cyber Crime is to be added to the agenda and CZ proposed that the Commission gives and 
oral report on Visa Reciprocity.
26.
Proposal for a Council Framework Decision on certain procedural rights in criminal proceedings throughout the European Union


9760/07 DROIPEN 43


The Committee examined the above mentioned file on the basis of document 9760/07 
DROIPEN 43 and decided to refer it to the next Committee's meeting on 30.05.2007.
27.
WTO/DDA



The Commission debriefed the Committee on the latest developments in the WTO DDA 

negotiations, namely the outcome of the recent G4 Ministerial (Val Duchesse, 17-18 May 

2007). Participants (EU, US, India and Brazil) had discussed the main aspects of the 


negotiations (agricultural and non-agricultural market access, services) and had confirmed 

their commitment to the intensification of work, both at technical and political level, with a 

view to reaching a substantial convergence between the G4 members by the end of June.


Several delegations stressed the need to maintain the necessary transparency, in a timely 
manner, between the Community negotiator and the Council in this crucial period and, in 
particular, insisted on the EU offensive interests in these negotiations.
28.
EU - Russia Summit, 18 May 2007, Samara

-
Debriefing

The Committee takes note of a debriefing by the Presidency of the nineteenth EU-Russia 
Summit which was held in Samara, Russia, on 18 May 2007. Delegations congratulate the 
Presidency and Commission on way the Summit was handled and welcome the message of 
EU solidarity passed at the Summit. 


Regarding the Russian ban on imports of Polish meat and plant products, the Presidency 
indicates that further efforts to resolve this issue will be undertaken in the weeks ahead. 
Concerning the removal of the Bronze Soldier war monument in Tallinn, the Presidency 
indicates that, in agreement with Estonia, the Presidency no longer intends to respond to the 
letter from Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov of 28 April 2007, given that this matter 
was discussed in detail at the Summit.


Furthermore, the UK delegation reports on developments regarding the request by the British 
authorities to Russia for the extradition of the Russian suspect in the murder of Mr Alexander 
Litvinenko.

29.
Preparation of EU-Canada Summit, 4 June 2007


The Committee had an exchange of views on the EU-Canada Summit, including the draft 
statement.
30.
Preparation of EU-Japan Summit, 5 June 2007


9796/07 PESC 620 COASI 76 RELEX 372 ECOFIN 221 ENER 144 JAI 259 



ENV 273 POLGEN 56

The Committee took note of the state of preparation of the EU-Japan summit (Berlin, 


5 June 2007).
31.
Preparation of EU-Brazil Summit, 4 July 2007


9526/07 PESC 584 COLAT 8 RELEX 342 POLGEN 55

The Committee held an initial discussion on the preparation for the EU-Brazil Summit to take 
place on 4 July 2007.
-
Any other business

=
Amended proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council Directive 89/552/EEC on the coordination of certain provisions laid down by law, regulation or administrative Action in Member States concerning the pursuit of television broadcasting activities (Television without frontiers)

· Information on the state of play



The Presidency informed the Committee about two developments prior to the Council the 
following day :

· a letter from Mr SIFUNAKIS (President of the Parliament's CULT Committee) indicating that he will recommend acceptance of Council's common position without amendment in second reading;


-
the statement to the minutes that the Commission had had the intention to make 


regarding Article 3 will now not be made.
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