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 EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014 

 

Committee on Legal Affairs 
 

JURI_PV(2012)0326_1 

MINUTES 
Meeting of 26 March 2012, from 15.00 to 18.30, 

and 27 March 2012, from 09.00 to 12.30 and from 15.00 to 18.30 
BRUSSELS 

The meeting opened at 15:06 on Monday 26 March 2012,  

with Klaus-Heiner Lehne (Chair) in the chair 

 

1. Adoption of agenda JURI(2012)0326_1 

The agenda was adopted with the following changes: 
 
- Item 6 on the draft agenda was to be dealt with after item 40.  
- Item 8 on the draft agenda was to be dealt with after item 26.  
- Items 12, 26 and 30 on the draft agenda were postponed. 
- Items 24 and 25 on the draft agenda were to be dealt with after item 30.  
- Item 35 on the draft agenda was to be dealt with after item 11.  
- Item 48 on the draft agenda was to be dealt with after item 27.  
 

2. Chair's announcements 

At the coordinators' meeting held on 1 March 2012, it was decided to propose the 
following decisions for endorsement by the committee: 
 
(1) Luigi Berlinger was appointed co-rapporteur alongside the Chair, in place of Diana 
Wallis, for the proposal for a Common Sales Law. 
 
(2) Tadeusz Zwiefka was appointed rapporteur in place of Kurt Lechner in case there 
is a second reading of the Proposal for a regulation on jurisdiction, applicable law, 
recognition and enforcement of decisions and authentic instruments in matters of 
succession and the creation of a European Certificate of Succession. 
 
(3) Axel Voss would take over as rapporteur for legal basis. Until he moved from 
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LIBE, the Chair would deal with legal basis questions. 
 
(4) Other appointments as rapporteurs: 
 

• Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on procurement 
by entities operating in the water, energy, transport and postal services sectors: Mr 
Gargani (for opinion);  

 
• Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the award of 
concession contracts: Mr Baldassarre (for opinion); 
 

• Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
classification, packaging and labelling of dangerous preparations (recast): Mr Lopez-
Isturiz; 
 

• Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing 
for the period 2014 to 2020 the Rights and Citizenship Programme: the Chair (for 
opinion);  
 

• '20 main concerns of European citizens and business with the functioning of the Single 
Market.' (IMCO initiative report) : Mrs Regner (for opinion); 
 

• The feasibility of introducing Stability Bonds (ECON initiative report): Mr 
Baldassarre (for opinion); 
 

• Completing the Digital Single Market: Mrs Niebler (for opinion); 
 

• Proposal for  a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down 
the Union Customs Code (recast): Mr Lopez-Isturiz; 
 

• Petition 1314/2011 by Jean-Marie Taga Fosso (opinion in the form of a letter): the 
Chair. 
 
(5) An own-initiative report would be drawn up on the application of Directive 
2003/8/EC to improve access to justice in cross-border disputes by establishing 
minimum common rules relating to legal aid for such disputes. 
 
(6) Authorisation would be sought to hold a mini-hearing on country by country 
reporting (not in the annual programme) during the April committee meeting. 
 
(7) Authorisation would be sought to draw up an initiative report on the future of 
company law. 
 
(8) Authorisation would be sought to hold a delegation to China in the last week of 
October, a delegation to Cyprus in July and one to Ireland in December. 
 
(9) The committee's Commissioners would be invited to attend committee meetings as 
part of the structured dialogue as follows: 
 
Vice-President Viviane Reding: 15h00 - 15h45 on 25 April, 
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Commissioner Michel Barnier: 15h45 - 16h30 on 25 April, and 
Commissioner Maroš Šefčovič: 15h00 - 16h00 on 30 May. 
 
(10) A workshop would be held on EU administrative law and better lawmaking in 
April 2012.  

3. Approval of minutes 

The approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 01 March 2012 was postponed. 

4. Presentation of the European Law Institute by Sir Francis Jacobs, Benedicte 
Fauvarque-Cosson, Irmgard Griss, Christiane Wendehorst and Tobias Schulte in 
den Bäumen. 

The following spoke: Sir Francis Jacobs, President of the European Law Institute, 
Bénédicte Fauvarque-Cosson, Vice-President, Irmgard Griss, speaker of the Senate, 
Christiane Wendehorst, Treasurer, Tobias Schulte in den Bäumen, Secretary General, 
Evelyn Regner, Piotr Borys, Sebastian Valentin Bodu, Rainer Wieland, Luigi 
Berlinguer, Alexandra Thein, Gerald Häfner, Klaus-Heiner Lehne. 

5. The feasibility of introducing Stability Bonds 
 JURI/7/08890 
  2012/2028(INI) COM(2011)0818 

The Committee decided unanimously to postpone this item of the agenda. 
 

The voting session started at 16:03 

6. Minimum standards on the rights, support and protection of victims of crime 
 JURI/7/06074 
 ***I 2011/0129(COD) COM(2011)0275 – C7-0127/2011 

Amendments 1, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 26, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 35, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46 first part, 47, 48, 49, 51, 52, 53, 55, 
56, 57, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 66, 67, were adopted. All other amendments and 
suggestions fell or were covered, rejected or withdrawn. 

The Committee adopted the draft opinion unanimously by 16 votes in favour with no 
abstentions. 
 

The voting session ended at 16:20. 

7. Consumer programme 2014-2020 
 JURI/7/07739 
 ***I 2011/0340(COD) COM(2011)0707 – C7-0397/2011 

The following spoke: Cecilia Wikström (rapporteur). 
 

8. Online distribution of audiovisual works in the EU 
 JURI/7/08156 
  2011/2313(INI) 

The following spoke: Piotr Borys (rapporteur), Françoise Castex, Antonio Masip 
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Hidalgo, Christian Engström. 
 

The deadline for tabling amendments was set at 12.00 on 30 March 2012. 

9. European Venture Capital Funds 
 JURI/7/08187 
 ***I 2011/0417(COD) COM(2011)0860 – C7-0490/2011 

The following spoke: Dimitar Stoyanov (rapporteur). 

The deadline for tabling amendments was set at 17.30 on 29 March 2012. 

10. European Social Entrepreneurship Funds 
 JURI/7/08184 
 ***I 2011/0418(COD) COM(2011)0862 – C7-0489/2011 

The following spoke: Dimitar Stoyanov (rapporteur). 
 
The deadline for tabling amendments was set at 17.30 on 29 March 2012. 

11. Statute for a European mutual society 
 JURI/7/08491 
  2012/2039(INI)  

The Committee decided unanimously to postpone this item of the agenda. 

12. Insider dealing and market manipulation (market abuse) 
 JURI/7/07583 
 ***I 2011/0295(COD) COM(2011)0651 – C7-0360/2011 

13. Criminal sanctions for insider dealing and market manipulation 

 JURI/7/07610 
 ***I 2011/0297(COD) COM(2011)0654 – C7-0358/2011 

A joint debate took place on items 12 and 13. The following spoke: Alexandra Thein 
(rapporteur), Evelyn Regner, Antonio Masip Hidalgo, Klaus-Heiner Lehne. 

 

The "in camera" session started at 17:21 

 

14. Disputes involving Parliament (Rule 128) 
 

A request for a preliminary ruling from the Administrative Division of the Supreme 

Court of Latvia in Case C-23/12, Zakaria which concerns Regulation 2006/562/EC. 

 

The following spoke: Klaus-Heiner Lehne (rapporteur). 
 
- The Committee decided unanimously with 10 votes in favour and no abstentions to 
recommend that Parliament should not submit observations to the Court of Justice in 
Case C-23/12, Zakaria.  

15. Verification of credentials (Rule 3) 
 
The Committee verified unanimously the credentials of the following: 
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- Mr Petri SARVAMAA,  
(to replace Mr Risto E.J. Penttilä), as from 1 March 2012; 

 
- Ms Rebecca TAYLOR 
(to replace Diana Wallis), as from 8 March 2012. 

16. Request for defence of the parliamentary immunity of Mr Luigi de Magistris 
 JURI/7/05724 
  2011/2064(IMM)  

The following spoke: Bernhard Rapkay (rapporteur). 
 
The Committee adopted a draft report unanimously with 12 votes in favour.  
 
Decision: the Committee adopted a report recommending the defence of the 
parliamentary immunity of Mr Luigi de Magistris. 

17. Request for defence of the parliamentary immunity of Mr Luigi de Magistris 
 JURI/7/06031 
  2011/2097(IMM)  

The following spoke: Bernhard Rapkay (rapporteur). 
 
The Committee adopted a draft report by 9 votes in favour, 2 votes against and 1 
abstention. 
 
Decision: the Committee adopted a report recommending not defending the 
parliamentary immunity of Mr Luigi de Magistris.  

18. Request for defence of the parliamentary immunity of Mr Luigi de Magistris 
 JURI/7/06032 
  2011/2098(IMM)  

The following spoke: Bernhard Rapkay (rapporteur). 
 
The Committee adopted a draft report by 9 votes in favour, 2 votes against and 1 
abstention. 
 
Decision: the Committee adopted a report recommending recommending not 
defending the parliamentary immunity of Mr Luigi de Magistris.  

19. Request for defence of the parliamentary immunity of Mr Luigi de Magistris 
 JURI/7/06862 
  2011/2189(IMM) 

The following spoke: Bernhard Rapkay (rapporteur). 
  
The Committee adopted a draft report by 9 votes in favour, 2 votes against and 1 
abstention. 
 
Decision: the Committee adopted a report recommending not defending the 
parliamentary immunity of Mr Luigi de Magistris.  
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20. Request for the defence of Mr Corneliu Vadim Tudor's parliamentary immunity 
 JURI/7/06034 
  2011/2100(IMM)  

The Committee decided unanimously to postpone this item of the agenda. 
 

The afternoon session ended at 17:31 

 

The morning session started at 09:07,  

with Klaus-Heiner Lehne (JURI-Chair) and  Mikael Gustafsson (FEMM-Chair) in the chair 

21. Chair's announcements 

(1) The coordinators decided to propose that the Committee put an oral question with 
wind-up resolution to the Commission on the future of company law rather than draw 
up an own-initiative report. 
 
(2) Other appointments as rapporteurs: 
 

• Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and the Council on the 
protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and on the 
free movement of such data (General Data Protection regulation): Ms Gallo (for 
opinion)  

 
• Proposal for a directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 
protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data by competent 
authorities for the purposes of prevention, investigation, detection or prosecution of 
criminal offences or the execution of criminal penalties, and the free movement of 
such data: to be designated by the EPP (for opinion) 

 
• The environmental impacts of the shale gas and shale oil extraction activities: Ms 
Eva Lichtenberger (for opinion) 
 
(3) It was decided to ask the Impact Assessment Directorate to draw up European 
added value assessments for the initiatives on administrative law and the European 
mutual society. 
 
(4) The Secretariat was be authorised to proceed with preparations for a conference 
with national Parliaments on the Common European Sales Law. 
 
(5) The text of a proposed oral question and wind-up resolution on the rotation system 
for the appointment of additional judges in the General Court would be circulated for 
approval. 
 
(6) A letter concerning national tax levied on Members' salaries would be sent to the 
competent Commissioner. 
 
(7) A workshop on EU administrative law and better lawmaking would be held in 
April 2012.  
 
(8) A stress test would be requested on the Commission Impact Assessments on 
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specific requirements regarding statutory auditing of public-interest entities and 
Amendment of Directive 2006/43/EC on statutory audits of annual accounts and 
consolidated accounts. 
 

Mini-Hearing - Joint JURI/FEMM meeting (art.51)  

22. Presentations by Nikolay Angelov, judge at the Regional Court of Plovdiv 
(Bulgaria), Vigintas Višinskis, judge at the Appeal Court (Lithuania) and 
Leticia Mata Mayrand of the Fundación ANAR (Spain) 

23. Mutual recognition of protection measures in civil matters 
 ***I 2011/0130(COD) COM(2011)0276 – C7-0128/2011 

A joint debate took place on items 22 and 23. The following spoke: Klaus-Heiner 
Lehne, Mikael Gustafsson, Antonyia Parvanova (rapporteur), Vigintas Višinskis, 
judge at the Appeal Court (Lithuania), Nikolay Angelov, judge at the Regional Court 
of Plovdiv (Bulgaria), Leticia Mata Mayrand, Fundación ANAR (Spain), Cecilia 
Wikström, Antonio Masip Hidalgo.  
 
The deadline for tabling amendments was set at 12:00 on 10 April 2012. 
 

The voting session started at 10:15 

24. Amendment of Regulation (EC) No 864/2007 on the law applicable to non-
contractual obligations (Rome II) 

 JURI/7/01255 
  2009/2170(INI) 

The Committee decided to postpone this item of the agenda. 

25. Electronic publication of the Official Journal of the European Union 
 JURI/7/05772 
  2011/0070(APP) 10222/2011 – C7-0076/2012 

The Committee adopted unanimously a draft report with 21 votes in favour and no 
abstentions. 

26. Petition 1314/2011 by Jean-Marie Taga Fosso (Fench) on denial of access to 
judicial review by the UK 

 JURI/7/09038 
 
The Committee adopted unanimously the draft opinion in letter form with 21 votes in 
favour and no abstentions. 

27. Petition 0791/2008 by Mr Christopher Stockwell (British), on behalf of Names' 
Action for Compensation in Europe, on a request for infringement proceedings 
against the United Kingdom for alleged failure to implement Directive 73/239/EC 
in connection with Lloyds' case  
The Committee adopted unanimously the draft opinion in letter form with 21 votes in 
favour and no abstentions. 

28. Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 as regards the regime of 
the single payment scheme and support to vine-growers 
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 JURI/7/09085 
 ***I 2011/0285(COD) COM(2011)0631 – C7-0338/2011 

The Committee adopted unanimously a legal basis opinion with 21 votes in favour and 
no abstentions, recommending that the legal basis should be Articles 43(2) and 42(1) 
TFEU. 

29. Establishing programme "Europe for Citizens" for the period 2014-2020 
 JURI/7/09084 
  2011/0436(APP) COM(2011)0884 

The Committee adopted unanimously a legal basis opinion with 21 votes in favour and 
no abstentions, recommending that the legal basis should be Articles 167 and 352 
TFEU. 

30. Common rules for the allocation of slots at European Union airports (Recast) 
 JURI/7/08025 
 ***I 2011/0391(COD) COM(2011)0827 – C7-0458/2011 

The Committee decided to postpone this item of the agenda. 
 

The voting session ended at 10:21 

31. 20 main concerns of European citizens and business with the functioning of the 
Single Market 

 JURI/7/09042 
  2012/2044(INI) SEC(2011)1003 

The following spoke: Evelyn Regner (rapporteur), Tadeusz Zwiefka, Eva 
Lichtenberger, Cecilia Wikström. 
 
The deadline for tabling amendments was set as 12:00 on 27 April 2012. 

32. Staff Regulations of Officials and Conditions of Employment of Other Servants 
of the EU 

 JURI/7/08217 
 ***I 2011/0455(COD) COM(2011)0890 – C7-0507/2011 

The following spoke: Dagmar Roth-Behrendt (rapporteur), Cecilia Wikström, Tadeusz 
Zwiefka, Eva Lichtenberger, Alexandra Thein, Bernhard Rapkay, Klaus-Heiner 
Lehne, Irene Souka (European Commission). 

33. Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council 
amending the Statute of the Court of Justice of the European Union 

 JURI/7/05776 
 ***I 2011/0901(COD) 02074/2011 – C7-0090/2011 

34. Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council relating 
to temporary judges of the European Union civil service tribunal 

 JURI/7/05777 
 ***I 2011/0902(COD) 01923/2011 – C7-0091/2011 

A joint debate took place on items 33 and 34. The following spoke: Alexandra Thein 
(rapporteur), Tadeusz Zwiefka, Klaus-Heiner Lehne, Jean-Paul Keppenne (European 
Commission). 
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35. Amendment of Directive 2004/109/EC on the harmonisation of transparency 
requirements in relation to information about issuers whose securities are 
admitted to trading on a regulated market and Commission Directive 2007/14/EC 

 JURI/7/07694 
 ***I 2011/0307(COD) COM(2011)0683 – C7-0380/2011 

36. Annual financial statements, consolidated financial statements and related 
reports of certain types of undertakings 

 JURI/7/07698 
 ***I 2011/0308(COD) COM(2011)0684 – C7-0393/2011 

A joint debate took place on items 35 and 36. The following spoke: Arlene McCarthy 
(rapporteur), Klaus-Heiner Lehne (rapporteur), Alexandra Thein. 
 
The deadline for tabling amendments was set as 12:00 on 08 May 2012. 

37. Amendment of the Regulation (EC) No 1060/2009 on credit rating agencies 
 JURI/7/07816 
 ***I 2011/0361(COD) COM(2011)0747 – C7-0420/2011 

The Committee decided to postpone this item of the agenda. 
 

The deadline for tabling amendments was set as 12:00 on 29 March 2012. 

38. Coordination of laws, regulations and administrative provisions relating to 
undertakings of collective investment in transferable securities (UCITS) and 
Directive 2011/61/EU on Alternative Investment Funds Managers in respect of 
the excessive reliance on credit ratings 

 JURI/7/07819 
 ***I 2011/0360(COD) COM(2011)0746 – C7-0419/2011 

The Committee decided to postpone this item of the agenda. 
 
The deadline for tabling amendments was set as 12:00 on 29 March 2012. 

39. Specific Programme Implementing Horizon 2020 - The Framework Programme 
for Research and Innovation (2014-2020) 

 JURI/7/08086 
 * 2011/0402(CNS) COM(2011)0811 – C7-0509/2011 

The Committee decided to postpone this item of the agenda. 

40. Research and Training Programme of the European Atomic Energy Community 
(2014-2018) complementing Horizon 2020 – The Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation 

 JURI/7/08093 
 * 2011/0400(NLE) COM(2011)0812 – C7-0009/2012 

The Committee decided to postpone this item of the agenda. 

41. Establishment of Horizon 2020 - The Framework Programme for Research and 
Innovation (2014-2020) 

 JURI/7/08108 
 ***I 2011/0401(COD) COM(2011)0809 – C7-0466/2011 
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The Committee decided to postpone this item of the agenda. 

42. Consular protection for citizens of the Union abroad 
 JURI/7/08244 
 * 2011/0432(CNS) COM(2011)0881 – C7-0017/2012 

The Committee decided to postpone this item of the agenda. 

43. Voluntary and unpaid donation of tissues and cells 
 JURI/7/06909 
  2011/2193(INI) COM(2011)0352 

The Committee decided to postpone this item of the agenda. 
 

 The morning session ended at 12:40  
 

The afternoon session started at 15:05 

Public hearing 

44. Amendment of Directive 2006/43/EC on statutory audits of annual accounts and 
consolidated accounts 

 JURI/7/08047 
 ***I 2011/0389(COD) COM(2011)0778 – C7-0461/2011 

45. Specific requirements regarding statutory auditing of public-interest entities 
 JURI/7/08135 
 ***I 2011/0359(COD) COM(2011)0779 – C7-0470/2011 

 

A joint debate took place on items 44 and 45. The following spoke: Sajjad Karim 
(rapporteur), Arvind Wadhera, European Commission, Liz Murrall, Director, 
Corporate Governance and Reporting, Investment Management Association, UK, 
Philip Johnson, Chairman, Federation of European Accountants (FEE), Andrew 
Brown, Chairman, European Group of International Accounting Networks and 
Associations (EGIAN), Pr. Dr. Theo Siegert, Managing Partner of Haen Carstanjen & 

Söhne and member of several audit committees (Deutsche Bank AG, E.ON AG, Henkel 

AG & Co. KGaA and Merck KGaA), Francis Desmarchelier, Financial Affairs 
Director, Association Française des Entreprises Privées (AFEP), Antonio Masip 
Hidalgo, Eva Lichtenberger, Alexandra Thein, Evelyn Regner.  

46. Report on implementation of the Resale Right Directive (2001/84/EC) 
 JURI/7/09021 
  2012/2038(INI) COM(2011)0878 

The following spoke: Marielle Gallo (rapporteur), Klaus-Heiner Lehne. 

47. Presentation on the 1980 Abduction Convention by Professor Louise Ellen Teitz, 
First Secretary of the Hague Conference on Private International Law 

48. Accession of Morocco to the 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of 
International Child Abduction 

 JURI/7/08408 
 * 2011/0451(NLE) COM(2011)0916 
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A joint debate took place on items 47 and 48. The following spoke: Eva Lichtenberger 
(rapporteur), Ellen Teitz (First Secretary of the Hague Conference on Private 
International Law), Tadeusz Zwiefka, Alexandra Thein.  
 
The deadline for tabling amendments was set at 12:00 on 02 April 2012. 

49. Subsidiarity (Rule 38a) 
 
Since 29 February 2012 Parliament has received the following reasoned opinions from 
National Parliaments raising concerns about subsidiarity. 
 

Reasoned opinion 

by the Italian Chamber of Deputies on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of 
the Council laying down common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the 
European Social Fund, the Cohesion Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and 
the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund covered by the Common Strategic Framework and laying 

down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and 
the Cohesion Fund and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 
(COM(2011)0615 –C7-0335/2011– 2011/0276(COD)) 

by the Polish Senate on the proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
serious cross-border threats to health 
(COM(2011)0866 –C7-0488/2011– 2011/0421(COD)) 

by the Swedish Parliament on the proposal for a  regulation of the European Parliament and of the 
Council Establishing the European Border Surveillance System (EUROSUR) 
(COM(2011)0873 –C7-0506/2011– 2011/0427(COD)) 

by the French Senate on the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council 
amending Directive 2005/36/EC on the recognition of professional qualifications and Regulation [...] on 
administrative cooperation through the Internal Market Information System 

by the House of Commons of the United Kingdom on the proposal for a Directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on procurement by entities operating in the water, energy, transport and 
postal services sectors 
(COM(2011)0895 –C7-0007/2012– 2011/0439(COD)) 

by the Swedish Parliament on the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council 
on procurement by entities operating in the water, energy, transport and postal services sectors 

(COM(2011)0895 –C7-0007/2012– 2011/0439(COD)) 

by the Swedish Parliament on the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council 
on public procurement 
(COM(2011)0896 –C7-0006/2012– 2011/0438(COD)) 

by the House of Commons of the United Kingdom on the proposal for a Directive of the European 

Parliament and of the Council on public procurement 
(COM(2011)0896 –C7-0006/2012– 2011/0438(COD)) 

by the German Bundesrat on the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council 
on the award of concession contracts 
(COM(2011)0897 –C7-0004/2012– 2011/0437(COD)) 

by the Spanish Parliament on the proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council 
on the award of concession contracts 
(COM(2011)0897 –C7-0004/2012– 2011/0437(COD)) 

by the French Senate on the proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of 
such data (General Data Protection Regulation) 
(COM(2012)0011 –C7-0025/2012– 2012/0011(COD)) 

 
 

50. Any other business 

None. 

51. Next meeting(s) 
• 25 April 2012, 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels) 
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• 26 April 2012, 9.00 – 12.30 (Brussels) 
 
 

The meeting closed at 17:27 
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