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Chair of the South Western Waters
MS Group

Chair of the Scheveningen & North
Sea MS Group

Chair of the North Western Waters
MS Group

Subject: Methodology for calculating Fishing Opportunities for 2019
Dear Chairs,

[ am taking this opportunity to write to you to recall the process the Commission will be
using for proposing fishing opportunities for 2019. My colleagues have already outlined
this process at the Meeting of the Scheveningen High Level Group of MS in Bonn on 23
May 2018, at the NWW MS technical group meeting in the Hague on 11 July 2018 and
at the SWW HLG meeting on 29 May 2018. At these meetings the Commission officials
have asked Member States to provide the relevant underlying data for the de minimis and
high survivability requests. As you know from the years 2015 to 2017 this underlying
data is sent to STECF in order to enable STECF to give us advice on the amount of
tonnages to take into account for de minimis and high survivability discards in the
Commission proposal for 2019.

You will remember from previous years, there was only partial coverage of the landing
obligation through the discard plans. The fleets covered by the landing obligation in
previous years received an augmentation of TAC to reflect their obligation to land fish
that they would normally discard. These augmentations, referred to as "top-ups" were
usually submitted to the Member States as a "Non-paper” after the publication of the
Commission proposal and discussed at working parties in November, ahead of the
December Fisheries Council.

These top-up calculations included two key parts; an increase based on how much of the
fleet is under the landing obligation and a deduction to reflect discarding allowed under
de minimis and high survivability exemptions. These percentages were then applied
following the agreement on fishing opportunities at December Fisheries Council.
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