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ANNEX X Report to support the request for by-catches of all species regulated with TAC and 
cuota, a combined de minimis up to a maximum of 1% in 2019, 2020 and 2021 of the total 
annual catches made by the artisanal fleet in ICES divisions VIII, IX, X and CECAF areas 34.1.1, 
34.1.2, 34.2.0. 

 

In the framework of the landing obligation in accordance with article 15 of regulation (EU) N° 

1380/2013, a de minimis exemption obligation is requested for the artisanal fleet. 

The request for an exemption for de minimis is based on article 15.c.i), due to difficulties to 

further increase selectivity in this highly mixed fishery, and on article 15.c.ii), due to 

disproportionate costs that the small scale fishery can hardly face and that a total application of 

the landing obligation without flexibilities would cause in this fishery. The artisanal fleet is 

particularly vulnerable for the risk of commercial catch losses an improvement in selectivity 

would cause and any additional cost could seriously affect to their benefits making their activity 

unviable.   
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Motive  

 

The small-scale regional fleet is composed by small vessels with reduced autonomy and with a 

high diversity of fishing gears (beam trawl, gill- and trammel-nets, hooks and longline, traps and 

pots) target mainly coastal and estuarine species: benthic, demersal, and pelagic species (fish, 

shellfish, cephalopods, and crustaceans).  

 

Gears and fishing activity may be very typical on a regional scale. Some of these species could 

contributes to an important part of the total annual landings of some regulated stocks, as it is 

the case for hake and anglerfish. 
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3. Selectivity pattern analysis for the species before identifying them. 

4. Solución proposal. 

5. Comparison with the rest of the Fishing sector. 

6. Dissemination of work done. 

 

The following work is being done to identify percentage of catches and discards in Asturias 

and Cantabria regions for the moment with analysis like the following graphics obtaining the 

maximum and minimum discard percentages declared in the interviews. 

 

The estimated maximum discard rate in Asturias were calculated as being between around 5% 

and in Cantabria between 4 and 5 %. 
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By end of 2018, the results of the study will deliver more information and data about discard 

levels, limiting species y preliminary selectivity (if any) improvements as well as tactics  to 

provide operative solutions that sustain the adaptation of these fleets to the landing 

obligation.  

 

Specifying de minimis volume  

 

Discard volume from Spanish fleet 

 

Up to now, results obtained from samplings in the Basque Country and from structured 

interviews in Asturias and Cantabria, the percentage of discard is around 5% on average. But 

1% is the percentage we will use to calculate the de minimis exemption to obtain the amount 

of discard allowed for each stock for this fleet. Over this rate, the 25% safeguard.  Discard EU 

data for this fleet is not possible to be obtain as it is not disaggregated in metiers other than 

the traditional ones in the european context. But , again, it is worth to comment that the 

physical characteristics of these fleets and their dynamics do not follow the industrial fleets 

that tradictionally are content in the description of the European metiers. In the next three 

years, the SWW group is committed to develop more studies to complete and improve this 

information.  

 

The percentage requested for the de mimimis can be modified in light of new information 

arisen that can prove updated catch patterns as the ones showed in this document and if the 

inclusion of information from other fleets from France and Portugal mainly changes the global 

picture.  
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Taking into account the ACDR data from 2016 sent by Spain by census,  as there do not exists 

a closed census called minor gears including all our artisanal gears, a 1% of all catches from 

TAC and quota species made from this fleet is calculated to obtain the maximum de minimis  

applicable to this fleet segment. 

 

The methodology used to calculate the de minimis volume differs in this case as the data 

available is very poor, scarce and atomised by regions so,  this information is used as a firts 

reference level, proxy or base line to calculate an estimation. The objective is to continue 

working on this issue in the future and improve the data, identify the specific problems and 

propse ad hoc solutions  in the next three years. Spain will also push the needed changes  in 

the data registration in paper loogbooks in order to have as much information registered as 

possible. 

 

SPANISH LANDINGS ACDR 2016 BY STOCK FROM MINOR GEARS CENSUS 

STOCK 
 TOTAL CATCHES 
(TON)  

1% de minimis 
(TON) 

 % OF EACH STOCK de minimis 
COMPOSITION   

 25% safeguard (TON) 

ALF 3X14 10,309 0,103 0,10 2,59 

ANF 8ABDE 5,023 0,05 0,05 1,26 

ANF8C3411 450,643 4,506 4,51 133,00 

BSF 8910 0,051 0,001 0,00 0,01 

GFB 89 19,633 0,196 0,20 4,95 

HKE 8ABDE 40,793 0,408 0,41 10,36 

HKE 8C3411 1.326,21 13,262 13,28 507,70 

JAX 8C 681,114 6,811 6,82 216,74 

JAX 09 638,782 6,388 6,40 200,56 

LEZ 8ABDE 0,014 0 0,00 0,00 

LEZ 8C3411 3,673 0,037 0,04 0,92 

LIN 6X14 0,484 0,005 0,01 0,12 

MAC 8C3411 6.444,82 64,448 64,55 5771,09 

NEP 93411 0,001 0 0,00 0,00 

PLE 8C3411 2,924 0,029 0,03 0,73 

POL 8C 88,359 0,884 0,89 22,87 

POL 8ABDE 0,136 0,001 0,00 0,03 

POL 93411 68,704 0,687 0,69 17,65 

SBR 9 23,933 0,239 0,24 6,04 

SBR 678 14,213 0,142 0,14 3,57 

SOL 8AB 0,142 0,001 0,00 0,04 

SOO 8CDE34 150,523 1,505 1,51 39,90 

WHB 8C3411 14,348 0,143 0,14 3,61 

WHG 8  0,004 0 0,00 0,00 

TOTAL  9.984,84 99,848 100,00   

     



 

 

 

Safeguards 

 

This de minimis would respond partly in how to implement landing obligation in specific 

fisheries in no described fisheries of small size, without impacting very negatively in their 

profitability and therefore social context.  It has to be taken into account, the added difficulty, 

in the fully implementing 2019 landing obligation scenario, in relation to the control of the 

implementation of the new regulation. Also this de minimis has its caveats and risks. It is true 

that the combination of several species can represent a high volume of possible discards. 

Nevertheless, it will never be more than 5% of the total catches of the fleet concerned, this 

means 100 tons aprox (99,848). from all TAC and quota species caught by this fleet. 

As explained above, volume and composition of catches can be unpredictable and vary from 

one year to another. It is also important to emphasize that, because of the highly multispecies 

nature of the fisheries, it is highly unlikely that only one species would be discarded. That is 

the point of a combined de minimis:  to give some flexibility needed for fisherman to face the 

variability of by-catch stocks abundance.  

Nevertheless, in order to limit the risk of discarding only one species and because discard rate 

can be significantly different from a species to another it is propose to put in place safeguards. 

Here after is a proposition of safeguards that need to be evaluated and discussed: 

According to the discard profile of the fishery (see annexe I), a margin on 25% shall apply. This 

margin would allow the flexibility needed to face the variability of catches and discards. On the 

overall discard volume permitted by this exemption, only the proportion calculated (+25%) 

could be discarded on the overall discard. In this case, and taking all precaution in using those 

data, this would allow fishermen to discard. 

 

Those safeguards should be revised if necessary and according to discard profile knowledge 

to be acquired over the next three years.  
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