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Ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you all for being here.
This is a topic close to my heart.

Before we begin, I would like to remind us all about why we are here.

Bushra is from Damascus.

She and her family were sleeping when the military came.

They took her husband.

They took her teenage sons.

And they took many others from neighbourhood too –

some as young as 13 years old.

Bushra eventually had to pay a bribe to have them released.

When she did, it was clear what had happened.

Their teeth were broken.

Their thumbs were fractured.

Her husband’s knees were permanently damaged.

Even after fleeing Syria, the effects on her family last to this day.

Torture victims endure terrible physical pain and humiliation –

but it does not end there.

After their release, many continue to suffer –

nightmares, paranoia, sleep deprivation, emotional distress…

It can create a far-reaching and long-lasting trauma.

Because torture is meant to degrade and debase one’s humanity –

and it has no place in civilised society.

When tackling an issue like torture, it is easy to be overwhelmed.

But like any large task, it is best to break it into smaller pieces.

When humanity seeks to cure a disease, we do not rely on one doctor alone.

Instead, we put hundreds of doctors to work.
These hundreds of doctors in hundreds of labs build on the work of those who came before them.

They look at causes and symptoms.

They experiment in different ways.

They come at it from different angles –

all contributing to a greater whole.

This is how we should think of the movement for torture-free trade.
Torture is already condemned by the international community.

Human dignity and human rights are codified in the Lisbon treaty.

Torture and capital punishment are an affront to humanity –

and yet they continue.

The Global Alliance for Torture-Free Trade is a group of countries that want to do something about that –

they want to use trade to contribute to a greater whole.

TRADE FOR CHANGE

Trade cannot do everything –

but it can do its part.

I have long believed in using trade as a way to make change in the world.
Europe is one of the world’s largest markets.

We are one of the world’s biggest traders.

This is our great strength.

So when we include provisions on the environment, human rights, labour rights, gender, anti-corruption…

…people listen.
When we are joined by partners around the world,

we can create a serious impact.

In the EU, we have banned the sale and export of goods used for torture and death:

· Spiked clubs

· Thumbscrews

· Lethal injections

· Gallows

· Gas chambers

Nor can they be promoted, be marketed or be allowed to transit within EU territory.

Two years ago, we launched an initiative together with Mongolia and Argentina to make these bans global. 

Now there are nearly 60 members of the Global Alliance for Torture-Free Trade.

The movement is growing.

IMPACT OF ALLIANCE

Our Alliance fights torture in several ways.

On a practical level, a ban like this makes trade in goods used for carrying out the death penalty and torture significantly more difficult.

This is good.
But the Alliance can create effects that are more far reaching too.

For example, it creates a forum for sharing best practices.

This means that those who are committed to fighting torture get better at it.

This is why we have committed to a platform for monitoring and exchanging information.

So that our customs authorities can:

· monitor trade flows,

· identify new products,

· and a real difference is felt on the ground.
This will be further supported by technical assistance on the ground.
The Alliance also allows us to coordinate rules –

and close the loopholes that allow torture to continue.

Coordinating rules is just the first step however.

There are currently no international standards for these goods.

The time has come to move forward and look for international consensus.
The draft UN General Assembly resolution is a positive development.

It builds on the work we have already done.

In the longer term, this could be taken to the level of a UN Convention.

Many benefits would come with this.

Better cooperation.

More transparency.

And a global commitment to information sharing and best practices.
CONCLUSION

Trade has never just been about the economy.
It has been a fundamental part of human development.
Through it, we spread culture, share values and improve lives.
Over the past several years, we have worked to rethink the way we trade in Europe.

We did it by becoming more transparent.

We opened up trade policy to be more inclusive.

We spread the benefits of globalisation further.

The benefits of this are clear to us.
We have seen how trade can be a force for good. 

It can support and strengthen our efforts to build the kind of world we want to see. 

The Global Alliance for Torture-Free Trade will take this type of thinking to a global level.

It is about recognising that trade does not exist in a vacuum –

that we can create a real impact through a more responsible trade.

Thank you.
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