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Summary 

Agriculture and Fisheries Ministers met during two days in Brussels for the last 

Ministerial meeting under FI Presidency.  

As usual at  this time of the year, Council discussed fishing opportunities for 2020 

and managed to find an agreement, with the Commission 'support.  
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FISHERIES 

Fishing opportunities 2020 

After lengthy negotiations, Council managed to find a unanimous agreement on the 

proposal setting out the fishing opportunities for 2020 in the Atlantic and North Sea, 

based on a Commission proposal in line with scientific advice and the CFP principles. 

This meeting was a particularly challenging one due to mainly two factors. First, the 

MSY (maximum sustainable yield) deadline of 2020 and second, the worrying situation 

of cod in the Celtic Sea. 

The latter issue could notably be solved by setting a TAC level aiming at avoiding 

premature closure of the fishery in early 2020 and, at the same time, also avoiding 

potential discarding, which could undermine data collection and scientific assessment of 

the stock. In addition, further remedial measures have been introduced in order to 

improve selectivity by making the usage of gears that have lower levels of by-catches of 

cod mandatory in the areas where cod catches are significant, thus decreasing the fishing 

mortality of this stock in mixed fisheries.  
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MEETING ON MONDAY 16 DECEMBER 2019 (10:00) 

FISHERIES 

Non-legislative activities 

3. Council Regulation on Atlantic and North Sea TACs and

Quotas for 2020

(Legal basis proposed by the Commission: Article 43(3) of

the TFEU)

Political agreement

14790/19 

13438/19 

+ ADD 1-2

The Presidency recalled the discussions that had already taken place in Coreper and 

reiterated that the political agreement should be in line with the objectives of the common 

fisheries policy (CFP) and scientific advice.  

Commissioner Sinkevičius reiterated the strong commitment to meet the objectives of the 

common fisheries policy – setting the total allowable catches (TACs) at the level of 

maximum sustainable yield (MSY) and taking remedial measures to return struggling stocks 

(cod in the Celtic Sea in particular) back to health.  

Most Member States welcomed what they deemed to be a balanced Commission proposal 

and shared the objective of achieving MSY in 2020. At the same time several called for using 

the flexibility granted by the multiannual plans to take socioeconomic considerations into 

account (ES, PT, FR, UK) and avoid choke situations (DE, DK, ES, FR, IE, UK). The 

introduction of control and technical measures into the regulation was a contentious point for 

FR, BE, DE, ES, IT, PT, LT. The Ministers of NL, DE, LT and IT spoke against the 

introduction of CCTV as an additional control measure. On the contrary, SE and DK 

welcomed the use of CCTV as the best and most effective way of monitoring, albeit both 

stressed the need for a gradual roll-out. The TAC level for cod in the Celtic Sea mixed 

fisheries was a pressure point for ES, FR, IE, and UK in particular. 

On the second day of the Council, the Presidency, in agreement with the Commission, 
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Horse 

Mackerel 

2a, 4a; 6, 

7a-c, 7e-

k, 8abde; 

Union 

and 

intern. 

waters of 

5b; 

internatio

nal waters 

of 12 and 

14 

 80% inter-area

flexibility to 8c

for ES, FR and

PT

Horse 

Mackerel 
9 

-50%

(46 659t) 
+24% 116 871 t 

Lemon 

sole and 

witch 

Union 

waters of 

2a and 4 

-29%

(5 580 t) 
-14% 6 785 t 

Ling 1, 2 
RO 

(36 t) 
225% 117 t 

Ling 3a 
RO 

(170 t) 
+5% 179 t 

Ling 2a, 4 
RO 

(4035 t) 
+5% 4 237 t 

Megrims 

8c, 9 and 

10; 

Union 

waters of 

CECAF 

34.1.1 

12% 

(2089 t) 
24% 2 322 t 

Northern 

prawn 
2a and 4 

-100%

(0 t)
-23% 1200 t 

 Statement

Plaice 8,9,10 
-20%

(316 t)
-10% 355 t 

Plaice 3a 16 655 t 

Pollack 7 
-40%

(7 298 t) 
RO 12163 t 

Pollack 8 
-10%

(1 334 t) 
RO 1 482 t 

Skates and 

Rays 
7d 

-11%

(1 250 t) 
+5% 1 474 t 

Skates and 

Rays 
2a, 4 

-4%

(1 588 t) 
+5% 1 737 t 

Sprat 3a 

Footnote: 

“Transfers of this 

quota may be 

effected to Union 

waters of 2a and 4. 

However, such 

transfers shall be 

notified in advance 

to the Commission.” 

Turbot 

and Brill 

Union 

waters of 

2a and 4 

-27%

(5 876 t) 
-20% 6 498 t 
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Whiting 8 
-13%

(2 203 t) 
RO 2 540 t 

Whiting 3a 1 295 t 

Footnotes with CCTV and observers provisions will be deleted for the following stocks in Annex 

IA: cod in Kattegat, cod 6a and 5b, whiting 6a, 5b, 12 and 14, whiting 7a and plaice 7hjk. 

Reference to Article 15(9) are deleted for the following stocks in Annex IA: cod in Kattegat, 

cod 6a and 5b, whiting 6a, 5b, 12 and 14, whiting 7a and plaice 7hjk and the relevant Member 

States commit not to use such flexibility (Statement by Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, 

Ireland, the Netherlands, Sweden and the United Kingdom) and the following Recital:  

"Moreover given that the biomass of the stocks of COD/03AS; COD/5BE6A; WHG/56-14; 

WHG/07A and PLE/7HJK is below Blim and that only by-catch [and scientific] fisheries are 

permitted in 2020, Member States have undertaken not to apply Article 15(9) of Regulation (EU) 

No 1380/2013 for these stocks in 2020 so that catches in 2020 will not exceed the TACs set." 

Reporting: , DG MARE 
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