
13th EU-China Joint Steering Committee on Science and 
Technology Cooperation Joint Summary Conclusions

The 13th meeting of the Joint Steering Committee of the EU-China Agreement for 
Scientific and Technological Cooperation took place in Brussels on 29 March 2017 
under the co-chairmanship of European Commission Director General for Research 
and Innovation Mr Robert-Jan Smits and Chinese Science and
Technology

The meeting saw the participation of representatives from China's Ministry of Science 
and Technology, China's Ministry of Industry and Information Technology, the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, the 
National Natural Science Foundation of China and the Chinese Mission to the EU on 
the Chinese side and from the European Commission Directorates General for 
Research and Innovation, Agriculture and Rural Development, Internal Market, 
Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, the Joint Research Centre, the European 
Research Council and the EU Delegation to China on the European side.

The two sides recognised the depth and richness of EU-China STI relations and 
welcomed the substantial progress made to enhance EU-China cooperation in many 
areas particularly those addressed by the so-called joint flagship initiatives.

Overall Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) policy context and 
developments in China and in the European Union

The two sides recalled the main STI policy developments in China and in the 
European Union (EU), in particular the 13th 5-year plan on Science Technology and 
Innovation and the Innovation Driven Development Strategy on the Chinese side and 
the policy of Open Science, Open Innovation, and Open to the World, as part of the 
international cooperation strategy for research and innovation on the EU side.

The Chinese side took note the roadmap adopted in 2016 by the European 
Commission on EU-China R&I Cooperation.

The two sides agreed that, amid efforts made both in Europe and in China to 
internationalise, EU and China are key partners in research and innovation and they 
should continue to promote stronger and more comprehensive cooperation based on 
reciprocity and mutual benefit. In this context, the Commission congratulates China on 
the hosting of the next ministerial meeting on Mission Innovation, which shows 
China’s commitment on climate change and clean energy.
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Framework Conditions for R&I cooperation

Co-Funding Mechanism

The two sides welcomed the results of the China-EU Co-Funding Mechanism (CFM) 
launched in December 2015. They noted that in 2016 the CFM supported more than 18 
joint projects. The Commission welcomed the new CFM call published by MOST in 
January 2017 with a deadline of 6 March and the other call envisaged to be published 
shortly with a deadline foreseen in the second half of 2017 in line with the 
understanding reached at the last JSC meeting. The CFM should continue to be used 
both for supporting EU-China flagship R&I initiatives and to support the participation 
of Chinese entities in topics of mutual interest under Horizon 2020 which are open to 
international cooperation. Both sides will revise the guidelines for the CFM to better 
support bilateral R&I cooperation on flagship and other initiatives in the Horizon 2020 
Work Programme 2018-2020.

Reciprocity in access to respective STI programmes

Both sides reaffirmed their intention to follow the reciprocity roadmap defined at the 
JSCM in October 2015. They noted a project conducted by the EU to monitor 
European accessibility to Chinese R&I programmes. The EU welcomes China's 
ongoing efforts to restructure its STI programmes and improve their openness, user 
friendliness and access by China-based European entities. Both sides intend to 
continue working together to encourage more China-EU collaborative R&D efforts.

EU-China Co-funded Flagship initiatives

The two sides welcomed the intense preparatory work conducted at sectorial thematic 
level to define joint priority areas and implementation modalities for future 
cooperation. They welcomed in particular the renewal of the successful task force on 
Food, Agriculture and Biotechnologies and the setting up of new Task Forces on 
Aviation cooperation with MIIT, and on Environment, Climate, Energy and Transport 
(ECET) with MOST. They also recognise the value of the constructive dialogue on 
biotechnology and biomaterials between DG RTD and the Natural Science Foundation 
of China (NSFC).

As a result of these thematic dialogues, the two sides envisage working towards the 
launch of flagship initiatives in the last phase of Horizon 2020 that will promote 
substantial, balanced and coordinated research and innovation efforts in EU-China 
cooperation in the following areas:

1. Food, Agriculture and Biotechnologies, with emphasis on integrated approaches 
to food safety in agri-food chain, high-efficient management of soil quality and
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land resources, healthy soils for healthy food production, and use of biogas 
digestate for high-quality organic fertilisers, fertilisers and other topics with 
common interests when it is appropriate;

2. Environment and Sustainable Urbanisation, with emphasis on Nature-Based 
Solutions for Restoration and Rehabilitation of Urban Ecosystems, and on 
Enhanced Natural Treatment Solutions for Water Security and Ecological 
Quality of Water in Cities;

3. Transport, with emphasis on Urban mobility and sustainable electrification in 
large urban areas, and reduction of transport impact on urban air quality;

4. Aviation with emphasis on safer and greener aviation;

5. Biotechnologies, with emphasis on environment remediation, plastic 
degradation, and custom-made biological scaffolds for specific tissue 
regeneration and repair.

With respect to China-EU Energy Cooperation, both sides exchanged information on 
previous work progress on energy and will hold in-depth discussion in the future on 
various issues including Mission Innovation.

The two sides agreed to continue discussions and talks in 2017 and 2018 at working 
and expert level so as to expand the topics and areas of cooperation under the CFM for 
2018-2020.

ERC-NSFC cooperation

Both sides welcomed the implementation of the Implementing Arrangement signed at 
the EU-China Summit in 2015. The Arrangement provides opportunities for Chinese 
researchers who are active holders of NSFC competitive grants to pursue research 
collaboration with ERC grantees on single long-term visits (6-12 months) or multiple 
short-term visits. They welcome the increasing collaboration of Chinese researchers 
with ERC grantees and intend to continue to work together to exploit fully the 
potential of the Implementing Arrangement.

Cooperation between JRC and Chinese institutions

Both sides welcomed the rich and diverse cooperation that the European Commission's 
Joint Research Centre is pursuing notably with the Chinese Academy of Sciences on 
remote sensing and earth observation research, with the Chinese Academy for 
Inspection and Quarantine (CAIQ) on food safety and consumer protection, with the 
Chinese Research Academy of Environmental Sciences (CRAES) on air quality, water
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and soil, and with the Chinese Vehicle Emission Control Centre (VECC) on transport 
research and vehicle emissions standards. They support further strengthening of the 
cooperation with the Chinese Academy of Sciences and with Chinese Research 
Academy of Environmental Sciences.

Both sides exchanged views on the preparation and topics of the 3rd China-EU 
Innovation Dialogue which is scheduled in June, 2017.

Done in Brussels on March 29, 2017, in duplicate in the Chinese and English 
languages, both texts being equally authentic.

Annexes:
1. Renewed Terms of Reference of the Task Force on Food, Agriculture and Bio

technology
2. Terms of Reference of the Task Force on Aviation

For the Chinese Ministry of For the Directorate-General for
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