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9. Environment (including climate action issues) 

•  
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DG ENV proposed lines to take: 

•  
 
 
 

  
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
• Welcome the adoption of the new legislation on Strategic Environmental Assessment 

and ask Belarus whether there are any new developments regarding their ratification 
of the Espoo Convention's Protocol on Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

 
•  
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10. Energy (including nuclear issues) and energy efficiency 

• Energy and energy supply in all its forms is a vital issue. It is also explicitly addressed in the 
draft of EU-BY Partnership Priorities. 

• The EU is hopeful that the Partnership Priorities will clear the way to a possible re-launch 
of the Energy Dialogue. We need a constructive dialogue on all issues.  

• Our priorities in this regard remain unchanged: nuclear safety, energy security and energy 
efficiency are the issues which we are prepared to discuss and identify ways to better 
cooperation.  

• Refer to the issue of nuclear safety which is a particular concern for the EU, as also 
highlighted by the Council in its February 2016 Conclusions.  

• However, a precondition to progress is resolving the issue of nuclear safety and a clear 
commitment of Belarus to the follow-up actions based on the recommendations of the 
peer review mechanism. 

• Pass the floor to DG ENER ( ) to present the topic on the EU side. 

[Pass the floor to DG ENER] 

Fyi - Speaking points of DG ENER 
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NPP Ostrovets – stress tests ) 

• The Peer Review Mission to Belarus took place from 12 to 16 March 2018 and was 
conducted in a good and collaborative atmosphere.  Cooperation with both the Belarus 
authorities, in particular the national regulator, as well as the operator, were constructive 
throughout. Observers from the IAEA and from third countries participated to the peer 
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Distance from Belarus NPP: 

• Lithuanian Capital Vilnius – 50 km; 
• Lithuanian border – 20 km; 

1/3 of Lithuanian population might be 
affected by Belarus NPP. 

 
 
Ostrovets NPP "stress test" 
Following the Fukushima accident, the March 2011 European Council called not only for comprehensive 
and transparent risk and safety assessments ('stress tests') of all EU nuclear power plants (NPPs) but also 
for carrying out similar stress tests in the neighbouring countries and worldwide. Moreover, the Council 
Conclusions adopted on 15 February 2016 reiterate the importance of ensuring nuclear safety beyond 
the borders of the EU. 

As an outcome of the meeting of 23 June 2011 with Commissioner Oettinger, Deputy Ministers of 
Energy and senior representatives of the Ministries of Energy and national authorities responsible for 
nuclear energy of the Republic of Armenia, Republic of Belarus, Republic of Croatia, Russian Federation, 
Swiss Confederation, Republic of Turkey, Ukraine, in cooperation with the EU confirm their willingness 
to undertake (if this has not yet been done) on a voluntary basis comprehensive risk and safety 
assessments, taking into account the specifications agreed by the European Commission and the 
European Nuclear Safety Regulators Group (ENSREG) on 24 May 2011.  
 
From the beginning of Ostrovets NPP project, Belarus has shown interest in involving the EU in stress 
tests (joint statement of June 2011) of Ostrovets NPP, and the EU confirmed its interest in conducting 
a peer review as soon as Belarus national report is finalised (the normal practice for peer reviews). DG 
ENER has been in regular contacts with the Belarusian Ministry of Energy and the Belarusian Nuclear 
Safety Regulator to explain the process of stress tests peer review and to ensure that the EU type stress 
test can be conducted in Belarus as soon as possible. 
 
Practical organisation of the peer review should proceed in the same way as in 2012 with the set-up 
of a board and a peer review team.  
 
In preparation of the peer review, the European Nuclear Regulators Safety Group (ENSREG) has already 
established in September 2017 a board and team of experts to review the Belarusian national stress 
test report 
 
A first meeting of the peer review board took place on 21 September in Vienna. This meeting allowed 
further fine-tuning of the practical organisation (timing, team composition, etc.) of the peer review. In 
the meantime, following exchanges with Belarus counterpart, Belarus Nuclear Regulatory Authority 
has approved the final version of the "Peer Review Practical Arrangements" the 18th October 2017. 
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Belarus national stress test report in Russian has been approval during an inter-governmental meeting 
the 27 September 2017 and has been transmitted to the European Commission in English version the 
31st October 2017.  
 
With a Belarus Stress Test National Report received end of October 2017; the Peer Review Mission to 
Belarus will take place in March 2018 and presentation of the final version of the peer review report 
in June 2018. This timing has been agreed with Belarus (Letter from Belarus Nuclear regulatory 
Authority to DG ENER DDG the 21 November 2017). 
Belarus Stress Test Board Composition: 
Chairperson:  
Deputy Chairperson:  
Peer Review Team Leader:  
Representative from non-nuclear EU MS:   
COM representative:  
The Belarus Stress Test Peer Review Team (PRT) which is currently proposed would be composed of 
17 experts from EU and non EU Member states (2 DE; 2 SE; 1 FR; 1 ES; 1 LT; 1 GR; 1 HU; 1 BG; 1 UK; 1 
FL; 1 CEZ; 1 SW; 1 SK; 1 UA). 
The PRT will also include 2 representatives from the Commission, 1 expert from JRC and 1 rapporteur 
from DG ENER and observers from the IAEA and from the Russian Federation. 
 
DEFENSIVES 
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Following the commitment taken in June 2011, Belarus has agreed to carry out the voluntary stress 
test peer review exercise according to the EU methodology at the Ostrovets nuclear power plant and 
had transmitted to the Commission and ENSREG its Stress Test National Report for peer review on 
31 October 2017. 
In preparation of the peer review, the European Nuclear Regulators Safety Group (ENSREG) has 
already established in September 2017 a Board and team of 17 experts from EU and non EU Member 
states to review the Belarusian national stress test report. 
The Belarus Stress Test National Report was received end of October 2017.  The Peer Review Team of 
experts reviewed the Belarus Stress Test national report in depth and prepared more than 400 
questions. These questions were transmitted to Belarus counterpart at the beginning of February and 
replies were received beginning of March. The Belarus Stress Test national report was also submitted 
to a public consultation on the ENSREG Website from Monday 13 November 2017 to Saturday 13 
January 2018. Questions from the public were also transmitted to the Belarus counterpart. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Pages 88-96 redacted as out of scope] 




