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Note for the attention of: Mr Mauro De Oliveira, Head of the Finance Unit, DG EXPO

Subject: Request for a commitment of expenditure for the production of a short
documentary film on modern forms of torture in extension of the campaign
launched with the theatre performance White torture: underground
poetry which took place at the European Parliament on 18 February 2020

At its meeting on 16 January 2020, the Democracy Support and Election Coordination Group
(DEG) adopted in full its work programme for 2020. The work programme includes
supporting human rights projects and advocacy initiatives of individual laureates in line with
the EP human rights agenda. Among these initiatives, the theatre performance White torture:
underground poetry by Sakharov Prize laureate Lorent Saleh was launched at the European
Parliament on 18 February 2020 with the intention to reproduce it in different locations as part
of an EP-sponsored advocacy campaign against torture.

Whereas the Covid-19 crisis has disrupted the possibility of holding physical events, shifting
to online activities is needed to ensure business continuity with regard to the implementation
of the DEG work programme 2020. To this end, Lorent Saleh will produce a short
documentary film on modern forms of torture in extension of the campaign started with his

The documentary, which will include the testimonies of Members of the European Parliament,
shall premiere online on International Day Against Torture, 26 June. Further, it will serve at
several occasion as an introduction to online conferences aiming at flagging modern forms of
torture and at advocating for an EU scheme of targeted sanctions against individual human
rights violators. The latter is a major legislative file currently followed by DROI. In this sense,
the documentary provides also a tool in support and promotion of ongoing DROI activities as
foreseen in the DEG work programme 2020.
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Building on our previous collaboration, Sakharov Prize laureate Lorent Saleh could realise the
documentary at a relatively modest cost.

Concerning the budgetary implications, the EP would cover the following costs:

Creation of a script and shooting of video sequences for a short documentary film
(length under 15 minutes) on modern forms of torture
Edition and production including subtitling in English
Web streaming

The total estimated budget for the documentary, to be covered out of the Sakharov Prize
Network budget line 03230 - 02 - 02, amounts to EUR 4 200.

Based on the information provided in this note, I would hereby like to ask you to prepare the
necessary financial commitment and background to support this project.

Stefan Krauss

Visa: Pietro Ducci, Director of Directorate D

Encl.:
- HRAC Annual Work Programme for 2020
- Draft programme
- Cost estimates
- Offer from Mr Saleh
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