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Subject: BTO - VC with the news media industry 

Dear Aga, 

Please find below my draft BTO from today�s video call. 

We are at your disposal for any follow up. 

Have a good weekend, 

 

COVID-19 pandemic - Structured engagement with the news media industry 

BTO video-conference, 17 April 

(i) The perspective of journalists

 of the European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) 
 

The role of journalists has never been more important than now in times of crisis. One of the 
sectors that cannot afford closing down but needs to continue playing its essential role. 

Proposes several actions: 

Short term: 
1. Allow for 0% VAT for journalistic publications.
2. Introduce a �Marshall-support� for media:

a. Compensate media suffering from losing ads.
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4) Tax relief measures for advertising in traditional media.
5) Soft pressure via communication that the EU supports an active national media policy in

times of the crisis would help to raise attention for the need of Member States action to
protect national media landscapes in times of crisis.

The EU role in longer-term should be: 

1) Active and future-oriented policy making in digital.
2) Ensure a healthy digital media market environment in the interest of quality media

online offerings by regulating platforms.
3) Reformulating the e-privacy regulation to have effective exemptions for use of personal

data by media companies where appropriate.




