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Subject:  Your confirmatory application for access to documents under 

Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 - GESTDEM 2019/4823 

Dear , 

I refer to your e-mail of 3 October 2019, registered on the same date, in which you 

submit a confirmatory application in accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation 

(EC) No 1049/2001 regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and 

Commission documents
2
 (hereafter ‘Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001’).  

1. SCOPE OF YOUR APPLICATION 

On 14 August 2019 you submitted the initial application for access to, I quote, ‘[…] all 

communications (including emails and minutes of meetings) between  and 

the following individuals or their representatives: a) , b) , c) 

, d) , e) , f) , between May 1 

2019 and today’. 

Your initial application was attributed to the Task Force for the Preparation and Conduct 

of the Negotiations with the United Kingdom under Article 50 of the TEU (hereafter 

‘Task Force’) for handling and reply.  

The European Commission identified the following documents as falling under the scope 

of your initial application: 

                                                 
1 OJ L 345, 29.12.2001, p. 94. 
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- Minutes of the meeting between  and  on 16 February 

2019, reference: Ares(2019)5949667
3
 (hereafter ‘document 1’); 

- Minutes of the meeting between  and  on 21 March 

2019 (hereafter ‘document 2’); 

- Letter dated 4 March 2019, from   to  , 

(hereafter ‘document 3’), 

- Letter dated 25 March 2019, from  containing his reply to the 

letter included in document 3, reference: TF50(2019)1780723 

(hereafter ‘document 4’); 

- Letter dated 17 June 2019, from   to  , 

(hereafter ‘document 5’); 

- Letter dated 18 June 2019, from  containing his reply to the letter 

included in document 5, reference: TF50(2019)1780723 (hereafter ‘document 6’); 

- Minutes of the meeting between  and  on 19 July 

2019, (hereafter ‘document 7’)
4
.  

In its reply of 25 September 2019, the Task Force granted (wide) partial access to 

documents 1-7. The undisclosed parts of the documents contain personal data, which was 

redacted based on the exception in Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 

(protection of privacy and the integrity of the individual).   

You asked for the review of that position by submitting the confirmatory application on 3 

October 2019. In that application, you point out that ‘[the European Commission] did not 

include [in its initial reply] documents relating to the arranging of the meetings ([…] 

such as communications with representatives of ,  and ), 

[…]’. Consequently, you requested that the European Commission verifies ‘[…] whether 

there were any emails or other communications that were covered by [your] request but 

not included in [the initial] response’.  

2. ASSESSMENT AND CONCLUSIONS UNDER REGULATION (EC) NO 1049/2001 

When assessing a confirmatory application for access to documents submitted pursuant 

to Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, the Secretariat-General conducts a fresh review of the 

reply given by the Directorate-General concerned at the initial stage. 

Following your confirmatory application, the European Commission has carried out a 

renewed, thorough search for document(s) requested. Following this renewed search, I 

confirm that the European Commission has not identified any such documents, other than 

those identified and disclosed at the initial stage.  

                                                 
3
  All document bear the same reference number.  

4
  Your initial application covers documents ‘between May 1 2019 and today’. Therefore, documents 1-

4 fall outside its temporal scope. The Task Force, however, decided to identify them for the sake of 

completeness of the disclosed correspondence with  and given that, the meetings with 

 and  took place close to the requested temporal scope of your application.    
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