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MINUTES 

Meeting of the EXPERT GROUP MEAT MARKET OBSERVATORY 

26 October 2020 (by videoconference) 

 

Chair: , Head of Unit and M. Scannell, Deputy-Director General 

Delegations present: all member organisations were present, except for CEJA. 

 

1. Approval of the agenda and of the minutes of previous meeting 
 

The agenda was approved. 

2. Nature of the meeting 
 

Non-public virtual meeting. 

3. List of points discussed 
 

Beef market situation; 
Pigmeat market situation; 
Sales and consumption of meat: presentation by EuroCommerce. 

4. Conclusions/recommendations/opinions 
 

For the beef and veal market, already weak before the COVID-19 crisis, discussions 
showed that, although the beef market has not recovered levels comparable to 
previous years, there were some positive signs of stabilisation. Unfortunately, the 
new set of COVID-19 measures being put in place in a number of Member States 
keeps the sector under pressure. The current and future evolution of internal EU 
consumption, in particularly in and out of home consumption, economic 
developments around the coronavirus, the Farm to Fork Strategy and Brexit are 
matters of major concern.  
For pigmeat, participants expressed concerns about prices and international trade. 
Discussions mainly touched upon African Swine Fever (ASF) recently found in wild 
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boar in Germany and subsequent import restrictions of German pig products by 
several third countries, slaughter capacity and COVID-19 infections amongst 
workers in slaughterhouses, and renewed stricter measures to control a second wave 
of coronavirus infections in several Member States. All this is fuelling uncertainty 
about the future development of the pigmeat market. 
A matter of concern for the meat sector remains the current evolution of meat 
consumption patterns in the EU, in particularly the respective share of the various 
consumption segments (foodservices, processing, retail). In this respect, 
Eurocommerce provided a presentation on trends in sales of meat products from a 
retail perspective (see Annex III). 

The closure of foodservices impacted more the consumption of expensive cuts such 
as steaks than white meats such as poultry and pork. A vast majority of consumers 
still consider meat as a stable part of their diets, although they are increasingly 
cautious on prices. 

 

5. Next steps 
 

The Meat MO will keep monitoring the situation and evolution of the beef and veal, 
and pigmeat markets paying particular attention to the challenges that the new 
COVID-19 measures, ASF situation, Brexit and other events of the kind pose for the 
immediate future. 

 
6. Next meeting 

 
The next meeting of the Meat MO Economic Board is scheduled for the first quarter of 2021, 
precise date to be confirmed. 
 

7. List of participants 
 
List of participants is attached to the minutes. 

Michael SCANNELL 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

(e-signed) 
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List of participants Minutes 
Meeting of the Expert Group Meat Market Observatory 

26 October 2020 
 
 

Organisation NUMBER 

OF 

PERSONS 

Centre de liaison des industries transformatrices de viande de l'UE (CLITRAVI) 3 

EuroCommerce 2 

European agri-cooperatives (COGECA) 4 

European Coordination Via Campesina (ECVC) 2 

European Council of Young farmers (CEJA) --- 

European farmers (COPA) 4 

Union Européenne du Commerce du Bétail et des Métiers de la Viande (UECBV) 4 

Total 19 

 


		2021-02-17T16:07:39+0000




