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We wish you all the success in the webinar! 
  
Kind regards 

 
For the secretariat of Celine Gauer  

From:  @rudpedersen.com>  
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2020 11:02 AM 
To: GAUER Celine (SG) <Celine.Gauer@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc:  @rudpedersen.com> 
Subject: Invitation to speak at online event on renovation and national 
recovery plans - 15 September by Eurima and Renovate Europe 
  
Dear Ms Gauer, 
  
On behalf of Error! Hyperlink reference not valid., the European 
insulation manufacturers association and Error! Hyperlink reference 
not valid., a campaign by European Alliance of Companies for Energy 
Efficiency in Buildings (EuroACE), industry and civil society stakeholders 
for reducing energy demand of buildings, I am delighted to invite you as 

Opportunities for Renovation Programmes 
in the National Recovery and Resilience Plans 15 September 2020 
from 10:00 to 11:30. 
  
The webinar will be a moderated discussion with representative from 
the Commission and from the Member States -Czech Republic, France 
and Italy - on how to practically support the stakeholders in order to 
secure funding from the Recovery and Resilience Facility for national 
renovation programmes. Increasing the renovation rate in Europe is key 
to economic recovery, as it will create local jobs in communities that 
were hit the hardest and contribute to the climate neutrality objective. 
The webinar will discuss what is expected from the Commission, 
Member State authorities and the industry while also addressing how 
the actors can support each other in achieving this common goal. 
  
We would be honoured if you would consider joining the panel debate 
and share views and vision from the European Commission on the 
subject with the industry representatives and policymakers from 
Member States in attendance. The other panelists include Pavel 
Zamyslicky, Director at the Czech Ministry of Environment introducing 
their successful local renovation incentive programme as a case study, 
Caroline Simpson, the Renovate Europe Campaing Manager, a 
representative from the Italian Ministry of Economic Development 

representative from the French Ministry of Ecologic Transition (tbc). 
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National Recovery 
programmes in France and Germany to prioritize energy efficiency for environmental 
and socio-economic benefits
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From: 

To: 

Cc: 

@euase.eu 

LUEBKING Johannes (SG-RECOVER); 

- Ref. Ares(2021 )261750 - 1210112021 

Subject: Request of meeting with the European Alliance to Save Energy 

Dear_, 

Thank you for your email. 
I wish you also a Happy New Year! 

I regret to info1m you that Ms Gauer will not be able to meet you and the delegation of 
colleagues (EU-ASE members) due to previously set meetings. 
However, I'm pleased to confom that Mr Johannes Luebking, Principal Advisor in the Recovery 
and Resilience Task Force, has kindly agreed to replace Ms Gauer to this meeting. 

Please contact Mr Luebking and 
to discuss all practical aITangements. 

Thank you for your understanding 

--
For the secretariat of Ms Gauer 

From: @euase.eu> 

Sent: Friday, January 8, 2021 9:47 AM 

(both in copy of my reply) in order 

To: GAUER Celine (SG-RECOVER) <Celine.Gauer@ec.europa.eu> 

Cc: FABREGAS FERNANDEZ Maria Teresa (SG-RECOVER) <Maria-Teresa.Fabregas­

Fernandez@ec.europa.eu>; VON BRESKA Eric (SG-RECOVER) <Eric.Von-

Subject: Request of meeting with the European Alliance to Save Energy 

Dear Ms Gauer, 

I hope this email finds you well. I take this occasion for wishing you a 
happy and safe 2021 . 

Following our recent exchange of emails and discussions we had during 

the second part of 2020 with you and your colleagues, I am contacting 
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i  i t ct  a  t    t t t  o    c  
t  o  c   o t   o  

 
In the context of the ongoing efforts to develop robust national recovery and resilience plans, which 
prioritise green investments, COGEN Europe would like to request a meeting with you to share our views 
on these important developments.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

*  p.p. HAWK-I Consulting BVBA   
The European Association for the Promotion of Cogeneration 
Avenue des Arts 3-4-5 | B-1210 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32 (0)2  
Email: @cogeneurope.eu 
Website: www.cogeneurope.eu  

 

Coordinator of the 
EU- funded  
PACE project 

 

Creating a resilient, 
decentralised and 
carbon neutral Europe 
with cogeneration 

 

 

 
 
The content of this email is intended for the recipient specified in message only. If you are not the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited 
to share any part of this message with any third party. Please reply to this message and follow with its deletion, so that we can ensure such a 
mistake does not occur in the future. 
 
EU Transparency Register Identification Number: 38305846546-70 
 





Avenue des Arts 3-4-5, 1210 Brussels, Belgium

T +32 (0)2 772 82 90     |     F +32 (0)2 772 50 44     |     info@cogeneurope.eu

www.cogeneurope.eu

The multiple benefits of energy efficiency at local level, as identified in this study and as outlined 
State of the Energy Union, are yet to be unlocked across 

Europe. The Recovery and Resiliency Fund will play an important role in accelerating the uptake 
of solutions like cogeneration, including for residential fuel cells, and district heating. This would 
ensure that old and inefficient infrastructure and equipement are modernised and that cities, 
households and businesses can benefit for more efficiency, lower cost and reduced pollution. 
 
In the context of the ongoing efforts to develop robust national recovery and resilience plans, 
which prioritise green investments, COGEN Europe would like to request a meeting with you to 
share our views on these important developments.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 

COGEN Europe 
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Could you please inform us whether this date suits you well and send us a list of participants (full name, 
short description of the position, email address for webex invitation). 
 
I remain at your disposal for any further information you mare require. 
Kind regards 

 
 C. Gauer 

 
 
 
 
*************************************************************************** 

 
 

European Commission 
 

B-1049 Brussels/Belgium 
Tel: +32 2  
Email: @ec.europa.eu  
 

From:  - COGEN Europe @cogeneurope.eu>  
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 8:03 AM 
To: GAUER Celine (SG-RECOVER) <Celine.Gauer@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc:  (SG-RECOVER) @ec.europa.eu>; EC RECOVER <EC-
RECOVER@ec.europa.eu>;  - COGEN Europe 

@cogeneurope.eu>;  - COGEN Europe 
@cogeneurope.eu public-

affairs@cogeneurope.eu> 
Subject: Meeting Request: Boosting Energy Efficiency and System Integration for an Ambitious 
EU Green Deal - The Key Role of Cogeneration by 2050 
 
Dear Director General Gauer,  
 
The European Green Deal is an opportunity to boost ambition on climate and energy, foster 
European industrial competitiveness, promote technological leadership abroad as well as 
empower European citizens. In the context of the current COVID19 crisis, the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility can play an important role to drive investments in the local economy and SMEs 
for a green recovery, putting Europe on an accelerated transition to a decarbonised economy.  
 
To substantiate its commitment for a resilient, decentralised and carbon neutral European energy 
system by 2050, COGEN Europe Towards an efficient, integrated 
and cost-effective net-zero energy system in 2050: the role of cogeneration
there is c t t v  ot t    c  c t o   0 0     o   

t z o ss on   t  across various decarbonisation pathways and in all sectors of 
the EU economy.  

Optimising cogeneration as part of integrated energy systems leads t   s  c t 
c  o  4 1  o , equivalent to 9.5 times the LIFE Climate Action Funding; 



It supports energy efficiency across the entire energy system, reducing between 4  
 o  a    t  i  a  , equivalent to 2.5 times the annual 

electricity consumption of Belgium; 
It allows to  O  o    t CO   in 2050, representing 20% of 
the remaining net emissions under 1.5 TECH scenario; 
Cogeneration will displace less efficient power-only and heat-only generation, 
o t t   o  t t  w   % o  t t   t n  0 0; 

By reducing the waste of heat, cogeneration is compatible with circular economy and 
resource efficiency principles. It will play a k    o  o t  w  l k   

 t  w   c   u  t    a   
 t  a   

Optimised cogeneration will o  x   c t y  a  w  , 
especially at times of peak demand by heat pumps and electrical vehicles and insufficient 
wind and sun generation. 
 

 t  t  o   c  t c  v , a  t      a  utl   
t  a   ow  t t  o  t    a  t   c    

 o        a t   c at  t  t   t  
i  t  c  o  t   c   i t t t g   w  r  t t  

 c t t ct   t   an   t  o  a  
  t o  o  c  w  t a  c  o  

 
In the context of the ongoing efforts to develop robust national recovery and resilience plans, 
which prioritise green investments, COGEN Europe would like to request a meeting with you to 
share our views on these important developments.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

*  p.p. HAWK-I Consulting BVBA   
The European Association for the Promotion of Cogeneration 
Avenue des Arts 3-4-5 | B-1210 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32 (0)2  
Email: @cogeneurope.eu 
Website: www.cogeneurope.eu  

Coordinator of the EU- funded  
PACE project 

 



 
 
The content of this email is intended for the recipient specified in message only. If you are not the intended recipient, you are strictly 
prohibited to share any part of this message with any third party. Please reply to this message and follow with its deletion, so that 
we can ensure such a mistake does not occur in the future. 
 
EU Transparency Register Identification Number: 38305846546-70 
 



From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Importance: 

Dear Ms. Gauer, 

I hope this message finds you well. 

- Ref.Ares(2021)1411262-22/02/2021 

----

@solarpowereurope.org> 

jeudi 18 fevrier 202119:01 

GAUER Celine {SG-RECOVER); {SG-

RECOVER); {SG) 

SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy and 

Advocacy Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans 

High 

I have the pleasure of inviting you to SolarPower Europe's next Strategy and Advocacy Quarterly meeting on the 4th 

of March from 15:00 to 16:00, for a Chatham House rules exchange on the implementation of the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility. We have gathered key representatives from National Solar Associations and EU solar 
companies to provide you with feedback on their national recovery plans, and on how to ensure the solar sector 
can further help the EU emerge stronger and more resilient from the current crisis. 

The solar industry could play a central role in maximising the impact of Next Generation EU and delivering on the 
European Green Deal. To do so, EU recovery plans must facilitate access to finance for solar PV projects in 
Europe - from manufacturing, to innovation, to installation. As highlighted in our recommendation paper, by 
promoting solar as part of their Recovery and Resilience Plans Member States will accelerate the just green 
transition, while simultaneously increasing the competitiveness of EU industry, creating jobs, and delivering 
sustainable growth. 

It would be an honour to count with your participation in our meeting, and we hope it could be valuable feedback for 
you and your team. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, I wish you a lovely evening. 

Yours sincerely, 

SolarPower Europe - Leading the Energy Transition 

Rue d'Arlon 69-71 

B-1040 Brussels, Belgium

www.solarpowereurope.org
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From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 

Flag Status: 

Dear Ms-

LUEBKING Johannes (SG-RECOVER) 
lundi 22 fevrier 202118:20 

- Ref. Ares(2021)2S61901 -15/04/2021 

RE: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy 
and Advocacy Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans 

Follow up 
Flagged 

Given Ms Gauer's very busy agenda, she will unfortunately not be able to participate in your Webinar. If 
you agree, she has asked me to join the webinar at her place. 

For my preparation, I would be grateful if you could let me know who are the key representatives 
participating in the Webinar and which format you envisage for the discussion. 

Kind regards, 

Johannes Luebking 

Dr Johannes Luebking 
Principal Adviser - European Semester Coordination 

e-mail: johannes.luebking@ec.europa.eu

@solarpowereurope.org> 
1 7:01 PM 

Subject: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy and Advocacy 
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*************************************************************************** 

 
 

European Commission 
 

B-1049 Brussels/Belgium 
Tel: +32 2 29  
Email: @ec.europa.eu  
 

From:  (SG-RECOVER) @ec.europa.eu>  
Sent: Thursday, January 21, 2021 10:58 AM 
To:  - COGEN Europe @cogeneurope.eu> 
Cc:  (SG-RECOVER) @ec.europa.eu>;  

 - COGEN Europe @cogeneurope.eu
COGEN Europe <public-affairs@cogeneurope.eu>;  (SG-
RECOVER) @ec.europa.eu> 
Subject: RE: Meeting Request: Boosting Energy Efficiency and System Integration for an 
Ambitious EU Green Deal - The Key Role of Cogeneration by 2050 
 
Dear Mr , 
 
Thank you for your confirmation. 
The webex invitation will be sent only in February closer to the meeting date since we 
are changing system credentials. 
 
Kind regards 

 
 C. Gauer 

 
 
 
************************************************************************
*** 

 
 

European Commission 
 

B-1049 Brussels/Belgium 
Tel: +32 2 29  
Email: @ec.europa.eu  
 

From:  - COGEN Europe @cogeneurope.eu>  
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 5:28 PM 
To:  (SG-RECOVER) 

@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc:  (SG-RECOVER) @ec.europa.eu>; 

 - COGEN Europe @cogeneurope.eu>; 



public-affairs@cogeneurope.eu>; GAUER 
Celine (SG-RECOVER) <Celine.Gauer@ec.europa.eu> 
Subject: RE: Meeting Request: Boosting Energy Efficiency and System 
Integration for an Ambitious EU Green Deal - The Key Role of Cogeneration by 
2050 
 
Dear Ms. , 
 
I can confirm our availability to join a online meeting on 25 February at 14:30. 
 
Our delegation will consist of: 
 

@cogeneurope.eu) 
 

@cogeneurope.eu) 
 (public-

affairs@cogeneurope.eu). 
 
Let me know if you need anything else. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 
 
 

From:  @ec.europa.eu> On 
Behalf Of GAUER Celine 
Sent: Wednesday, 20 January 2021 16:13 
To:  - COGEN Europe @cogeneurope.eu> 
Cc:  @ec.europa.eu>;  - 
COGEN Europe @cogeneurope.eu>;  
COGEN Europe @cogeneurope.eu
COGEN Europe <public-affairs@cogeneurope.eu>;  

@ec.europa.eu> 
Subject: RE: Meeting Request: Boosting Energy Efficiency and System 
Integration for an Ambitious EU Green Deal - The Key Role of Cogeneration by 
2050 
 
Dear Mr , 
 
Mrs Gauer asked me to thank you for your email. 
 

r is available for an online meeting on 
the 25th February at 14h30. 





net-zero energy system in 2050: the role of cogeneration
finds that there is o t c v  t t a    c  o at o  

 0 0   y     z  i   t m across 
various decarbonisation pathways and in all sectors of the EU economy.  

Optimising cogeneration as part of integrated energy systems 
leads o y t  t d t o  f  io , 
equivalent to 9.5 times the LIFE Climate Action Funding; 
It supports energy efficiency across the entire energy system, 
reducing between   f a    c t  

t   u n , equivalent to 2.5 times the annual 
electricity consumption of Belgium; 
It allows to  C  s    t C  a  in 
2050, representing 20% of the remaining net emissions under 
1.5 TECH scenario; 
Cogeneration will displace less efficient power-only and heat-
only generation, o t ut  3 %  o a  ow    

 tota  t t   0; 
By reducing the waste of heat, cogeneration is compatible with 
circular economy and resource efficiency principles. It will play a 

 o   o  t f w f   r  a  t  
w   o  a   t  a  

c  a    c t   o  
Optimised cogeneration will o  f x  an  ff t  w  

  , especially at times of peak demand by heat 
pumps and electrical vehicles and insufficient wind and sun 
generation. 
 

      t c   a  t   t  
t  a   t   th  o  o  w  St t    

g  o    t   o  c o  u o   c r  a  
c   w    o t    c g th  t  o  

t   c r tio  g  t     t t 
t  s w u  u  t t  a  i t a t t  a  

t  o   t at  o o    c  
t o  o  c  ow  c t  c  o  

 
In the context of the ongoing efforts to develop robust national recovery 
and resilience plans, which prioritise green investments, COGEN Europe 
would like to request a meeting with you to share our views on these 
important developments.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 



 

 
*  p.p. HAWK-I Consulting BVBA   
The European Association for the Promotion of Cogeneration 
Avenue des Arts 3-4-5 | B-1210 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32 (0)2  
Email: @cogeneurope.eu 
Website: www.cogeneurope.eu  

Coordinator of the 
EU- funded  
PACE project 

 

Creating a 
resilient, 
decentralised and 
carbon neutral 
Europe with 
cogeneration 

 

 

 
The content of this email is intended for the recipient specified in message only. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited to share any part of this message with any third 
party. Please reply to this message and follow with its deletion, so that we can ensure such a 
mistake does not occur in the future. 
 
EU Transparency Register Identification Number: 38305846546-70 
 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

(SG-RECOVER) 
vendredi 26 fevrier 2021 13:34 

(SG-RECOVER) 

- Ref. Ares(2021)1507500-26/02/2021 

Subject: Taxonomy and the Green Deal ambition in the building sector 
Attachments: 201218 Saint-Gobain_Answer Consultation Taxonomy_One Pager.pdf; Saint­

Gobain & the EU Taxonomy - What is at stake_ Memo 2 pager_Feb 2021.pdf 

From:- @saint-gobain.com> 
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 7:56 PM 
To: VON BRESKA Eric (SG-RECOVER) <Eric.Von-Breska@ec.europa.eu>; FABREGAS FERNANDEZ 
Maria Teresa (SG-RECOVER) <Maria-Teresa.Fabregas-Fernandez@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc:-@flint-global.com'-@flint-global.com> 
Subject: Taxonomy and the Green Deal ambition in the building sector 

Dear Ms. Fabregas Fernandez, 
Dear Mr. Von Breska, 

I am writing about the Taxonomy Regulation, its impact in delivering the climate ambition in the 
building sector and the links with the recovery. 

I represent Saint-Gobain, which designs, manufactures and distributes materials used in 
buildings, transportation, infrastructure and in many industrial applications. A large share of our 
solutions (e.g. insulation, glazing, gypsum systems) directly helps decarbonising buildings. We 
recently adopted our roadmap to support our commitment to carbon neutrality by 2050 and we 
welcome the EU's leadership and efforts to put in place an ambitious and forward-looking 
sustainable finance framework. 

We think that it is essential to get the EU Taxonomy dossier right to realise the Green Deal 
ambition, in particular the Renovation Wave, a key driver for the EU recovery. Indeed, the EU 
2030 climate target translates into a 60% emission cut in the building sector alone, which can 
only be achieved if the potential for energy savings in the sector is fully exploited. But we are 
concerned that the draft Delegated Act would undermine the deployment of the Renovation 
Wave. The current text would also alter the level playing field in the construction sector. 

We have express our concerns and suggestions in our response to the consultation in December, 
which you will find under this link, or in a short version in attachment. We are calling for four key 
adjustments: 

1) The inclusion of the distribution of construction products and equipment in
Section 7.3 "Installation, maintenance and repair of energy efficiency equipment",
as distribution is playing a decisive role in creating market uptake for innovative
solutions supportive of climate goals.

2) The fact that insulation products are excluded from the list of energy efficiency
equipment is striking. We are calling for the inclusion of key products (including
insulation products and solutions, flat glass, gypsum and mortars) under Section
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The EU Taxonomy sends contradictory signals to markets regarding the role of energy efficiency 
technologies: this can and should be resolved 
 
 The IEA has recently recalled that “energy efficiency needs to be at the top of to-do list for 

governments pursuing a sustainable recovery”. The way investments in energy efficiency are 
described in the EU Taxonomy needs to be consistent with this political ambition. It is essential that 
the EU Taxonomy ensures an unambiguous treatment of energy efficiency solutions. The 
classification of energy efficiency solutions under the draft Delegated Act lacks coherence and 
ambition and would end up damaging the EU climate efforts.   

 The fact that insulation products are excluded from the list of energy efficiency equipment (section 
3.4 of the draft delegated act) is one of the most striking misalignments. As an energy efficient solution 
for buildings, insulation represents a key component of the building envelope: its exclusion from the 
list would hamper the full potential of the Renovation Wave. 

 The same omission applies to gypsum-based systems, which in many cases have an essential role in 
insulating systems, similar to bricks and tiles.  

 The exclusion of such essential products for renovation and low carbon buildings creates harmful 
uncertainty in the financing community regarding the added value of these products for the 
Renovation Wave. It is also directly creating an uneven playing field among energy efficient 
technologies, which is not justified by the impacts of the different technologies on building 
renovation.  

 Similarly, building materials distribution activities should be considered as “enabling activities”, as 
professional distribution activities and networks are an essential channel for the climate transition in 
the sector, including through procurement policies, circular economy services, and through the 
education and training of professionals. Distribution thereby plays an important role in creating 
market uptake for innovative solutions supportive of climate goals.  
 

The current Taxonomy proposal undercuts EU financial and regulatory efforts to remove barriers to 
energy efficiency   
 
 A number “barriers to energy efficiency” are being resolved thanks to common work at EU and 

national level. For example:  
o The ‘energy efficiency first’ principle, now part of the EU regulatory framework, can be better 

incorporated into the national energy & climate plans.  
o The EED scope and ambitions will be calibrated at least to the minus 55% emission abatement 

target.  
o The new Energy Performance of Buildings directive (EPBD) will bring visibility over minimum 

energy performance standards for existing buildings.  
 When it comes to the mobilization of finance for renovation, the EU recovery plan is making building 

renovation a priority, with some EU countries like FR, ES or IE having clarified their commitment to 
the topic.  

 A new EE mortgage label has just been launched, hinting at the mobilization of the banking sector.  
 It is essential that the Taxonomy framework is conducive to those positive trends, and contributes 

to unlocking the full potential of energy efficiency in the EU.  
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Could you please inform us the exact date and timing of the debate and send us 
more information about the format (if ppt is needed, how long should Mrs 
Gauer speak, etc)? 
 
I remain at your disposal for any further information you may require. 
Kind regards 

 
C. Gauer 

 
 
 
 
*****************************************************************
********** 

 

Task Force 
European Commission 

 
B-1049 Brussels/Belgium 
Tel: +32 2  
Email: @ec.europa.eu  
 

From:  
@europarl.europa.eu>  

Sent: Wednesday, February 10, 2021 1:57 PM 
To: GAUER Celine (SG-RECOVER) <Celine.Gauer@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc: 'secretariat@enersolutions.eu' <secretariat@enersolutions.eu> 
Subject: INVITATION - Energy Solutions high-level debate 
 
Dear Ms CÃ©line Gauer,  

  
On behalf of Energy Solutions, the cross-national, sectorial and cross-
party European Parliamentary Network, I am pleased to invite you to 
speak at our High-level debate: â��Green Recovery: reconciling the 
short-term imperative of boosting the economy with the long-term 
objectives of the Green Dealâ� . The event will be organised online at 
the end of February or at the beginning of March, at your best 
convenience; kindly find some suggested dates in the attached 
invitation.  
  
We would be pleased if you could accept our invitation to discuss with 
the members of the Energy Solutions Network how to reconcile the 
short-term imperative of boosting the economy with the long-term 
objectives of the Green Deal. We would be delighted to hear your 
views on how the facility can contribute to structural change by also 
facilitating projects with longer timeframes, that will enable a green 
recovery.  
 



In the attached invitation you will find further information about the 
Energy Solutions Network and the event itself. The secretariat of Energy 
Solutions will also follow-up on your availability in the coming days and 
would be happy to schedule a call at your convenience to provide more 
details on the event.  

  
We look forward to hearing back from you.  

  
Kind regards,  
 

 
 ITRE committee 

 
T +32(0)2  

@europarl.europa.eu 
 

       

 
 

 
 



From: Energy Solutions <secretariat@enersolutions.eu> 
Sent: vendredi 26 février 2021 12:01 
To: LUEBKING Johannes (SG-RECOVER) 
Cc:  (SG-RECOVER) 
Subject: Energy Solutions high-level debate - 3 March 

Dear Mr Lübking, 

On behalf of Energy Solutions we are very happy to hear that you accepted to speak at our 
high-level debate “Green Recovery: reconciling the short-term imperative of boosting the 
economy with the long-term objectives of the Green Deal” to take place next Wednesday 3 
March, from 15 to 16.30. 

We will send you the calendar invitation and dial-in details shortly, in the meantime please see 
below the agenda of the event: 

• Introductory remarks by Energy Solutions Network – 5 
min 

• Presentation by Johannes Lübking, Principal Adviser in the TF RECOVER – around 15
min

• Presentation by CEPS – 10 min 
• Statement by – 3 min
• Statement by - 3 min
• Statement by - 3

min
• Statement by - 3 min
• Q&A discussion
• Closing remarks by – 5 min

After the external speakers presentations, four corporate members of the Network will take the 
floor to address short statements (3 minutes each) to the audience, with the aim to feed the 
subsequent Q&A. Their interventions will be focused on available technological solutions 
delivered by their organisations.  

The event will be an “invite-only” discussion with the Energy Solutions corporate members and 
some Members of the European Parliament. We will share a tentative participants list prior to 
the event.  

Please let us know would you have any additional question or would you be available for a 
coordination call before Wednesday. 

Best regards, 
 on behalf of Energy Solutions 
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European Environmental Bureau 
Rue des Deux Églises 14-16, B-1000 Brussels  
Tel: +32 2  
Email: @eeb.org  
 
www.eeb.org | twitter | facebook | linkedin 

organisations, standing for environmental justice, sustainable development and participatory 
democracy. 

EC register for interest representatives: Identification number 06798511314-27 
International non-profit association - Association internationale sans but lucratif (AISBL) 
BCE identification number: 0415.814.848 

Our privacy policy can be found on our website 
 
 





 different national legal frameworks regulating the public consultation processes which would not guarantee the 
same conditions for the participation of stakeholders and the public  

 the fact that National Energy and Climate Plans will only be reviewed by 2023 

Together with representatives of national civil society organisations we are going to analyze the National Recovery Plans 
of 10 Member States. 

We will focus on the link between the national Recovery Plans and the current National Energy & Climate Plans (NECPs) and 
in three sectors which are important to achieve the national GHG emissions binding targets under the Effort Sharing 
regulation: transport, building and agriculture. We will also discuss whether fiscal measures, such as carbon taxes, are being 
considered by governments to contribute to environmental ambition.  

Participants include the NGO community (both EU and national), local and regional authorities and EU institutions (European 
Commission, Permanent Representations to the EU, European Parliament). 

 

Draft Agenda 

 

Introduction 

10h00 , EEB   

10h05 , Carbon Market Watch   

Keynote speaker 

10h10 Erik von Breska, RECOVER Task Force  (tbc) 

10h25 Mario Rajn, Mayor of Krizevci (Croatia) and board member of Energy Cities  

10.35 Overview of 10 draft National Recovery Plans and discussion (5 minutes each intervention + 5 minutes for questions and 
comments after each intervention)  

10.35 Slovenia:  Umanotera  

10.45 Hungary: CAAG  

10.55 Latvia:   Green 

11.05 Poland: Polish Green Network   

11.15 Italy:   Legambiente  

11.25 Break (10 min) 

11.45 Bulgaria:  EPI- Economic Policy Institute  and ) 

11.55 Czech Republic:  CDE - Centre for Transport and Energy ) 

12.05 Spain:  ECODES  
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Making Europe Safety Lorena Boix Alonso (Director 'Digital 
Society, Trust and Cybersecurity', DG CNECT)  

VideoTalks start with a brief introduction by an I-Com representative. Then, the guest 
speaker delivers the keynote speech for about 15 minutes. A Q&A session with selected 
participants, including the key remarks from our business partners, will follow before the 
speaker's final remarks.  

As regard to the audience (approximately 25 to 30 people), participants are mostly high-
profile stakeholders from other EU institutions, Permanent Representations, business and 
academic sectors, trade and consumer associations. 

Platform and dates  

The event would take place on Zoom.  

We propose you one of the following slots between 23 and 25 March 2021: 

·

·

·

We would appreciate if you and/or your team could provide us with a feedback by next 
Friday 5 March. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, we are fully available for any further information you 
may need.  

Best Regards 

 

--  

 
 

@i-com.it 
---------------------------------------------- 

Piazza dei Santi Apostoli 66 - 00187 Rome 
+ 39 064740746 
 
Rond Point Schuman 6 - 1040 Brussels 
 
+ 32 (0) 22347882  
 
www.i-com.it 
 
EU Transparency Register: 859942318143-66 



---------------------------------------------- 
Ai sensi e per effetti della legge sulla tutela della riservatezza personale (D.lgs 196/2003), 
questa email è destinata unicamente alle persone sopra indicate e le informazioni in essa 
contenute sono da considerarsi strettamente riservate. E' proibito leggere, copiare, usare o 
diffondere il contenuto della presente email senza autorizzazione. Se avete ricevuto questo 
messaggio per errore, siete pregati di rispedire la stessa al mittente.  
Grazie 
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This e-mail is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not copy, disclose or use its contents. 
If you have received it by error, please inform us immediately by return e-mail and delete the document.
 
 



- Ref. Ares(2021)1605280-03/03/2021

From: 

Sent: 

Energy Solutions <secretariat@enersolutions.eu> 

mercredi 3 mars 202112:54 

To: LUEBKING Johannes {SG-RECOVER) 

Cc: {SG-RECOVER) 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

RE: Energy Solutions high-level debate - 3 March 

Participants List - Energy Solutions event.pdf 

Dear Mr Li.ibking, 

As promised, kindly find attached the participants list for the Energy Solutions high-level debate 
this afternoon. Please consider that this list is tentative and might be subject to change. 

We look forward to our discussion later and we stay at your disposal would you have any 
question prior to the event. 

Kind regards, 

------

, on behalf of Energy Solutions 

From: Energy Solutions 

Sent: Friday, 26 February 202112:01 

To: LUEBKING Johannes <Johannes.LUEBKING@ec.europa.eu> 

Cc @ec.europa.eu 

Subject: Energy Solutions high-level debate - 3 March 

Dear Mr Li.ibking, 

On behalf of Energy Solutions we are very happy to hear that you accepted to speak at our 

high-level debate "Green Recovery: reconciling the short-term imperative of boosting the 
economy with the Jong-term objectives of the Green Dea/"to take place next Wednesday 3 
March, from 15 to 16.30. 

We will send you the calendar invitation and dial-in details shortly, in the meantime please see 
below the agenda of the event: 

-----------

• Introductory remarks by
_____ _ _____ 

Energy Solutions Network -5 
min

• Presentation by Johannes Lubking, Principal Adviser in the TF RECOVER -around 15
min

• Presentation by
• Statement by E.ON -
• Statement by Equinor -
• Statement by Schneider Electric -

CEPS-10 min 

min
----------------

• Statement by Velux -
• Q&A discussion
• Closing remarks by

-3 min

-5min

After the external speakers presentations, four corporate members of the Network will take the 
floor to address short statements (3 minutes each) to the audience, with the aim to feed the 
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subsequent Q&A. Their interventions will be focused on available technological solutions 
delivered by their organisations.  

The event will be an “invite-only” discussion with the Energy Solutions corporate members and 
some Members of the European Parliament. We will share a tentative participants list prior to 
the event.  

Please let us know would you have any additional question or would you be available for a 
coordination call before Wednesday. 

Best regards, 
, on behalf of Energy Solutions 





 

  
 

Microsoft 

  Microsoft 

  
  

Panasonic 

  Ørsted 
  Schneider Electric 

  Schneider Electric 

  Siemens 

  Velux 
  Velux 

  Viessmann 

   Teneo 
  Teneo 

   Teneo 
  Teneo 
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From:  < @solarpowereurope.org>  
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2021 7:01 PM 
To: GAUER Celine (SG-RECOVER) <Celine.Gauer@ec.europa.eu>; 

 (SG-RECOVER) 
@ec.europa.eu>;  (SG) 

@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc:  @solarpowereurope.org>;  

 < @solarpowereurope.org> 
Subject: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy 
and Advocacy Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans  
Importance: High 
  
Dear Ms. Gauer, 
 

I hope this message finds you well. 
 

I have the pleasure of inviting you to SolarPower Europe’s next Strategy and 
Advocacy Quarterly meeting on the 4th of March from 15:00 to 16:00, for a 
Chatham House rules exchange on the implementation of the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility. We have gathered key representatives from National Solar 
Associations and EU solar companies to provide you with feedback on their 
national recovery plans, and on how to ensure the solar sector can further 
help the EU emerge stronger and more resilient from the current crisis. 
 

The solar industry could play a central role in maximising the impact of Next 
Generation EU and delivering on the European Green Deal. To do so, EU 
recovery plans must facilitate access to finance for solar PV projects in 
Europe – from manufacturing, to innovation, to installation.  As highlighted in 
our recommendation paper, by promoting solar as part of their Recovery and 
Resilience Plans Member States will accelerate the just green transition, 
while simultaneously increasing the competitiveness of EU industry, 
creating jobs, and delivering sustainable growth. 
 

It would be an honour to count with your participation in our meeting, and we 
hope it could be valuable feedback for you and your team. 
 

Looking forward to hearing from you, I wish you a lovely evening. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
  
  

 

 
T +32 2 
M +32  
E @solarpowereurope.org 







 

projects. Similarly, bonus criteria (e.g valuing the environmental performance or the “grid-
intelligence” of projects as in France) should be allowed, provided the price criterion remains the 
main driver, to increase value chains sustainability and facilitate grid integration of renewables.  
 
(iii) Competitive bidding processes (CBPs) should be limited to renewable projects above 
1 MW to preserve the job-intensive, consumer-driven rooftop PV market. CBPs result into 
disproportionate pressure and administrative burdens on smaller bidders and new entrants who 
cannot compete with larger actors (in the 2020 Portuguese tender, the auction was so competitive 
that no bid was awarded to local domestic developers). Rooftop owners are also unlikely to 
participate or will under size their installation, while rooftops represent an important potential and 
the most job-intensive solar segment (the French tender, starting at 100kW, resulted into 
consistent under-subscription, leading the ministry to increase the tender threshold to 500 kW).  
 
(iv) The EEAG should facilitate the deployment of solar and storage installations, until 
flexibility markets can provide sufficient remuneration to developers. Innovation tenders or 
grid-intelligent criteria in tenders can boost the deployment of solar and storage projects. 
Appropriate self-consumption schemes and investment subsidies for solar and storage prosumers 
should be preserved. See SolarPower Europe paper on policy support to battery storage.  
 
3. Public support should be targeted to the deployment of renewable hydrogen. 
 
Driven by falling costs of renewables, first competitive renewable hydrogen projects could emerge 
within 5 years2. It is therefore critical to accelerate investments into zero-carbon solutions, 
while stopping investment into so-called “bridge technologies”, that result into stranded 
assets. Support should be targeted to (i) renewable hydrogen, produced by renewable electricity 
through electrolysis based on a robust certification scheme, and (ii) to the deployment of hydrogen 
in hard-to-abate sectors where electrification is not technically feasible or not cost-efficient.  
 
With this perspective, Carbon Contracts for Difference may result in supporting to low-carbon 
hydrogen and may not target support to technologies with the best long-term potential. On the 
contrary, CAPEX and OPEX support (such as Contracts for Difference on the electricity price of 
the producer) targeted to renewable hydrogen production will be necessary in the different 
deployment stages and will facilitate renewable hydrogen penetration in hard-to-abate sectors by 
accelerating its cost-competitiveness curve.  
 
4. There is momentum to redeploy solar PV manufacturing capacities in Europe.  
 
The momentum is enabled by positive framework conditions. (i) The domestic market demand is 
growing exponentially (19GW/y by 2030 according to the NECPs, an average 30 GW/y by 2024 
only according to SolarPower Europe forecasts). (ii) Europe’s state of the art R&I ecosystem has 
enabled technological leadership in key segments of the value chain, especially in wafers (i.e. 
NexWafe) and cells (Heterojunction and Perovskites). (iii) Investors’ appetite is strong, with 
sizeable new investments in Europe (Oxford PV, July 2019, +70 M€; Meyer Burger, July 2020, 
160M€, at least 3 major projects finalizing financing in Europe).  
 
To support industrial efforts, SolarPower Europe and EIT Innoenergy launch a new European 
Solar Initiative. The initiative aims at re-starting the PV manufacturing industry across the entire 
value-chain in Europe, with the objective of capturing 20GW of yearly solar capacity additions 
forecasted towards 2025, hereby creating up to 400.000 jobs (direct and indirect) and an additional 
GDP for Europe of €40bn per year. The initiative will be based on an industrial pillar (the Solar 
Manufacturing Accelerator launched by SolarPower Europe in June 2020), a new investment pillar 
based on the successful Battery Business Investment Platform, and a political pillar to facilitate 
new solar industrial projects and monitor the development of the industry.  
___ 
For more information: SolarPower Europe position paper on the EEAG 2014 – 2020; reply to the 
public consultation on the revision of the EEAG.  

 
2 Material Economics (2020). Mainstreaming green hydrogen in Europe, commissioned by Breakthrough Energy 



From: LUEBKING Johannes (SG-RECOVER) 
Sent: jeudi 4 mars 2021 18:39 
To: 

Subject: RE: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy 
and Advocacy Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 
Flag Status: Flagged 

Dear Ms 

Many thanks for giving me the opportunity to discuss about the RRF with you and your members. No 
problem to share the presentation.  

Best regards,  

Johannes Luebking 

Dr Johannes Luebking  
Principal Adviser – European Semester Coordination 

European Commission 
Recovery and Resilience Task Force - SG.RECOVER 
BERL 6/268 
B-1049 Brussels/Belgium
Tel: +32 229-59851
e-mail: johannes.luebking@ec.europa.eu

From: @solarpowereurope.org>  
Sent: Thursday, March 4, 2021 6:36 PM 
To: LUEBKING Johannes (SG-RECOVER) <Johannes.LUEBKING@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc: 

Subject: RE: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy and Advocacy 
Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans  
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Dear Dr. Lübking, 

Following our meeting earlier today, I would like to thank you on behalf of SolarPower Europe for the time 
you dedicated to our disucssion. Your presentation was extremely clear and useful for us to understand the 
context of the Recovery Plans. I wanted to know whether it would be possible to share it with members?  

Regarding your point on public support and solar PV, I take the liberty of sharing a short two-pager we 
prepared summarising our position on the State Aid guidelines. I hope it can clarify the role we see for 
public support in the solar industry.  

We hope to be in touch with you in the future to keep exchanging as Recovery Plans are drafted and 
advance, and I wish you a nice rest of the week.  

Best regards,  

Naomi Chevillard 

           
             

SolarPower Europe – Leading the Energy Transition 
Transparency Register Number : 2680046412-48 

From: @ec.europa.eu>  
Sent: Thursday, March 4, 2021 10:51 AM 
To: @solarpowereurope.org> 
Cc: LUEBKING Johannes <Johannes.LUEBKING@ec.europa.eu>;  

 
Subject: RE: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy and Advocacy 
Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans  
 
Dear Ms  
 
Thank you for your e-mail. As requested, please find attached the powerpoint presentation that 
Mr Luebking will be using this afternoon. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
From: @solarpowereurope.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 3, 2021 5:33 PM 
To: LUEBKING Johannes (SG-RECOVER) <Johannes.LUEBKING@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc:  



 

Subject: RE: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy and 
Advocacy Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans  
 
Dear Dr. Lübking,  

Ahead of our Strategy and Advocacy Quarterly meeting tomorrow at 15:00, I wanted to confirm 
that you would like to present slides tomorrow?  

If yes, you will be able to share your screen during the meeting, but I would also be happy to 
receive your slides in advance should there be any technical issue.  

We look forward our meeting tomorrow.  

Best regards,  

SolarPower Europe – Leading the Energy Transition 
Transparency Register Number : 2680046412-48 

From: @solarpowereurope.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 6:55 PM 
To: LUEBKING Johannes <Johannes.LUEBKING@ec.europa.eu>;  

 
 

 
 

Subject: RE: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy and 
Advocacy Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans  
 
Dear Dr. Johannes Luebking, 

Many thanks for making yourself available for a prep call. We will be delighted to speak 
with you on Friday at 17:00. I will follow up with Teams dial-in details. Please let me know 
if you would prefer us to use another platform. 

Ahead of our call, I am sending you an agenda for the meeting. We would be very 
thankful if you could give a short (10 minute maximum) presentation on the 
development of the Recovery and Resilience Facility, and in particular on the 
content of the draft plans and on your work with Member States.

During the Q&A we will hold a structured dialogue with high-level representatives of 
Member State solar energy associations and leading solar companies in the EU.  

We will be happy to provide you with additional details on Friday. Please don’t hesitate to 
come back to us if you have any additional questions. 



Best wishes, 

 

 

SolarPower Europe – Leading the Energy Transition 
Rue d’Arlon 69-71 – B-1040 Brussels, Belgium

 

From: LUEBKING Johannes <Johannes.LUEBKING@ec.europa.eu>  
Sent: Tuesday, 23 February 2021 15:37 
To

 

 
 

Subject: RE: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy and 
Advocacy Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans  
 
Dear Ms   
 
Thanks for your message. Friday at 17:00 would work.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Johannes Luebking 
 
 
Dr Johannes Luebking  
Principal Adviser – European Semester Coordination 
  

 
European Commission 
Recovery and Resilience Task Force - SG.RECOVER  
BERL 6/268 
B-1049 Brussels/Belgium  
Tel: +32 229-59851  
e-mail: johannes.luebking@ec.europa.eu   
 
 
 

From: @solarpowereurope.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 1:56 PM 



To: LUEBKING Johannes (SG-RECOVER) <Johannes.LUEBKING@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc:  

 

 
 

 

Subject: RE: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy and 
Advocacy Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans  
 
Dear M. Luebking, 

Many thanks for stepping in on such short notice, we are delighted to count on 
your participation! 
 
My colleague  in cc of this message, will come back to you very 
soon with more detailed information. We would be very happy to have a short 
prep-call with you in order to present you the meeting dynamics, and what could 
be expected from your end.  

Do you have availabilities by the end of the week, Thursday afternoon or Friday? 
 
Best regards, 

 
  

 
 

 

 
E @solarpowereurope.org 

https://twitter.com/SolarPowerA

 
SolarPower Europe – Leading the Energy Transition 
Rue d’Arlon 69-71
B-1040 Brussels, Belgium
www.solarpowereurope.org

 

 



  
  
From: LUEBKING Johannes <Johannes.LUEBKING@ec.europa.eu>  
Sent: Monday, 22 February 2021 18:20 
To: 

 

 
Subject: RE: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy and 
Advocacy Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans  
  
Dear Ms   
  
Given Ms Gauer’s very busy agenda, she will unfortunately not be able to 
participate in your Webinar. If you agree, she has asked me to join the webinar 
at her place.  
  
For my preparation, I would be grateful if you could let me know who are the 
key representatives participating in the Webinar and which format you envisage 
for the discussion.  
  
Kind regards,  
  
Johannes Luebking  
  
  
Dr Johannes Luebking  
Principal Adviser – European Semester Coordination 
  

 
European Commission 
Recovery and Resilience Task Force - SG.RECOVER  
BERL 6/268 
B-1049 Brussels/Belgium  
Tel: +32 229-59851  
e-mail: johannes.luebking@ec.europa.eu   
  
  
  

  



From: @solarpowereurope.org>  
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2021 7:01 PM 
To: GAUER Celine (SG-RECOVER) <Celine.Gauer@ec.europa.eu>; 

 
 

 

Subject: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy 
and Advocacy Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans  
Importance: High 
  
Dear Ms. Gauer, 
 

I hope this message finds you well. 
 

I have the pleasure of inviting you to SolarPower Europe’s next Strategy and 
Advocacy Quarterly meeting on the 4th of March from 15:00 to 16:00, for a 
Chatham House rules exchange on the implementation of the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility. We have gathered key representatives from National Solar 
Associations and EU solar companies to provide you with feedback on their 
national recovery plans, and on how to ensure the solar sector can further 
help the EU emerge stronger and more resilient from the current crisis. 
 

The solar industry could play a central role in maximising the impact of Next 
Generation EU and delivering on the European Green Deal. To do so, EU 
recovery plans must facilitate access to finance for solar PV projects in 
Europe – from manufacturing, to innovation, to installation.  As highlighted in 
our recommendation paper, by promoting solar as part of their Recovery and 
Resilience Plans Member States will accelerate the just green transition, 
while simultaneously increasing the competitiveness of EU industry, 
creating jobs, and delivering sustainable growth. 
 

It would be an honour to count with your participation in our meeting, and we 
hope it could be valuable feedback for you and your team. 
 

Looking forward to hearing from you, I wish you a lovely evening. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
  
  

 

 

 
@solarpowereurope.org 

 

 

https://twitter.com/SolarPowerA



 
SolarPower Europe – Leading the Energy Transition 
Rue d’Arlon 69-71
B-1040 Brussels, Belgium
www.solarpowereurope.org
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Dear Ms ,
 
On behalf of Mr Eric von Breska I would like to thank you for your invitation.
I regret to inform you that Mr von Breska will not be able to speak at your event due to a very busy 
agenda.
Thank you for your understanding.
 
With kind regards,
 
 

Administrative Assistant 
 

 
European Commission

- Directorate for Recovery and Resilience I
BERL 
B-1049 Brussels/Belgium
Tel: +32 229-
 
 
 
 
 

From:  @i-com.it>  
Sent: Monday, March 1, 2021 4:39 PM 
To: VON BRESKA Eric (SG-RECOVER) <Eric.Von-Breska@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc: @i-com.it 
Subject: KEYNOTE SPEAKER INVITATION | I-Com VideoTalk with Eric VON BRESKA "Powering the 
Sustainable Recovery. Challenges and perspectives ahead" | 23-24-25 March

Dear Mr. Von Breska,

I-Com, the Institute for Competitiveness, would be honoured to host you as the keynote 
speaker in our EU VideoTalk to be held in the second half of March, entitled "POWERING 
THE SUSTAINABLE RECOVERY. Challenges and perspectives ahead". 

in partnership with Enel - would offer a forum to discuss the 
challenges and perspectives for a sustainable and resilient recovery, as the debate and 
negotiations are intensifying both in Brussels and in the national capitals and the role of the 
Recovery and Resilience Task Force in supporting the Member States in the elaboration and 
presentation of their recovery and resilience plans. A particular focus will be placed on the 
need to reinforce the investment tools supporting the European Green Deal, as reaffirmed 
by Ursula von der Leyen's SOTEU, with the commitment to spend 37% of NextGenerationEU 
directly on the Green Deal objectives and the target to raise through green bonds 30% of 
NGEU's 750 billion euro. 

Here attached you can find a preliminary draft agenda. Of course, we may make some fine-
tuning of the topics according to your preferences.



Format and audience

The VideoTalk is the interactive online event format mirroring our usual Power Breakfasts, 
and is designed to bring together and interact a restricted number of selected high-level 
participants. VideoTalks are held under the Chatham House Rule.

Here some of our recent VideoTalks: 

7 April - Artificial Intelligence fit for Europe - with Werner Stengg (Cabinet of EC VP 
Margrethe Vestager) 
29 April - A New Impetus for EU Health Policies Anne Bucher (Director 
General, DG SANTE) 
20 May - A Green Deal for European People R.M Petriccione (Director 
General, DG CLIMA) 

Leveraging AI in the age of pandemics Lucilla Sioli (Director 'AI 
and Digital Industry, DG CNECT) 

A New Industrial Strategy for Europe Gwenole Cozigou (Director 
'Industrial Policy & Economic Analysis', DG GROW) 

A New Skills Agenda for Europe Despina Spanou (Head of 
Cabinet, VP Margaritis Schinas) 
21 October - "The European way to data economy Khalil Rouhana (Deputy 
Director General DG CNECT) 

Making Europe Safety Lorena Boix Alonso (Director 'Digital 
Society, Trust and Cybersecurity', DG CNECT) 

VideoTalks start with a brief introduction by an I-Com representative. Then, the guest 
speaker delivers the keynote speech for about 15 minutes. A Q&A session with selected 
participants, including the key remarks from our business partners, will follow before the 
speaker's final remarks. 

As regard to the audience (approximately 25 to 30 people), participants are mostly high-
profile stakeholders from other EU institutions, Permanent Representations, business and 
academic sectors, trade and consumer associations.

Platform and dates 

The event would take place on Zoom. 

We propose you one of the following slots between 23 and 25 March 2021:

·

·

·

We would appreciate if you and/or your team could provide us with a feedback by next 
Friday 5 March.

Looking forward to hearing from you, we are fully available for any further information you 
may need. 
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Dear , Dear all, 

As anticipated, to facilitate the preparation of the meeting please find attached a presentation 
with EU-ASE contributions for the Recovery and Resilience plans in Italy and Spain, which we 
have prepared in view of Monday's meeting. In case we receive further inputs from the 
participants we will include them in the Annex and send over an updated version by Monday 
morning. 

Please also find attached an updated list of participants. In case you would like to make any 
changes to the draft agenda please let us know, we are flexible in this sense. 

I remain available for further information. 

Kind regards, 

Find out more on www.euase.eu - Transparency Register N. 37816636575-51

On Tue, 1 Sep 2020 at 16:46, @euase.eu> wrote: 

Dear , 

We have prepared a draft agenda for our meeting of next 7 September with Mrs Gauer and her 
colleagues. Of course any changes or suggestions from Mrs Gauer are welcome. Please find it 
in the document attached, which also contains a provisional list of participants. We will send a 
final list closer to the date. 











Dear Ms Gauer, 

I hope this email finds you well. I am contacting you on behalf of 
the European Alliance to Save Energy (EU-ASE). First of all I would like to 
congratulate and wish you all the best for your new role as Acting Head of the 
EU Commission Recovery and Resilience Task Force. 

With specific regard to the Recovery and Resilience Plans we would like to 
request your kind availability for a short online meeting in September. During 
the meeting and in view of the Commission's guidance to Member States and 
reviews of Recovery and Resilience Plans (RRPs), we would like to provide 
you with the inputs and considerations of the group of major companies and 
progressive businesses which constitute the Alliance.   

As you may know, ahead of the July European Council meeting we sent 
a letter calling on EU Heads of State and Government to factor clearer rules 
on green conditionalities into their consideration and in particular put building 
renovation at the centre of their national RRPs as a win-win-win policy for 
the economy, businesses and citizens. I am pleased to share the letter here 
attached. 

It would be great if you could let us know your availability for a short online 
meeting at your earliest convenience.  









 

e-mail: info@euase.eu web: www.euase.eu twitter: @EUASE phone: +32 2 588 56 70 
 

 
 

About Us 
 
The European Alliance to Save Energy (EU-ASE) was established in December 2010 by some 

our companies (Danfoss, Kingspan, Knauf Insulation, Saint-Gobain, Schneider Electric, 

Siemens, Signify, and Veolia) can ensure that the voice of energy efficiency is heard across 

the business and political community. 

 

EU-ASE members have operations across the 27 Member States of the European Union, 

5 

billion. 

 
 
 







































Document 22



 While useful to hear the voice for energy efficiency, the approaches and recommendations are 
known to RECOVER and some of the administrative and financial barriers mentioned were not 
detailed enough to usefully complement the energy efficiency Annex. 

 We asked them to share with us additional more granular information on the various topics 
discussed, whenever available. 
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- Ref. Ares(2021)1950783 -18/03/2021 

Minutes of meeting with Wind Europe 

19 November 2020, 10:30 -12:30 

Participants: 

Wind Europe: 

& Messaging. 

COM/SG.RECOVER: 

Meeting summary: 

- Trade & Competitiveness;

Brief presentation on the RRF and implications for renewable electricity by SG.RECOVER. 

Wind Europe raised comments on the following topics: 

Advocacy 

1. Future auction volumes: greater visibility is needed (esp. after 2025) to elicit the required

investments over the next decade {NECPs are not informative enough)

2. Auction design for support schemes:

• strong preference for 2-way Contracts for Differences {CfDs), as a revenue

stabilisation mechanism. This leads to lower investor risk, lower costs of capital and

hence lower cost of electricity {LCOE).

• strong preference for auctions that are not technology neutral (to enable the right

mix of complementary renewable sources over time);

3. Permitting: need for faster legal processes (e.g. limit the number of instances third parties

can appeal a permit); In Germany, the typical time to obtain a permit for onshore is

approaching 18 months. Result: too many auctions not competitive due to a lack of

projects.

4. Grids: there is a need for more land access connections for off-shore wind parks; more

generally, there is a need for (i) grid optimisation and (ii) grid expansion

5. Port infrastructure: need for significant investments to enable the handling and assembly of

large off-shore wind components (e.g. cranes);

6. Research and Innovation: there are needs for off-shore wind parks but also in the field of

e.g. avoiding rare earth materials and repowering existing on-shore wind;

7. Hydrogen and electrification: direct electrification options (e.g. in heating; cooling;

transport) are as important as indirect electrification via green hydrogen (even though they

support the Commission's hydrogen strategy);

8. Renewable Finance Mechanism: they support this, but note the complexity of

implementation

9. Coal regions in transition: strong support for reskilling workers from coal to wind (they

mentioned two good examples in Poland and Romania)

SG. RECOVER asked follow-up questions on a number of topics (e.g. remuneration schemes; rationale 

for technology-specific schemes; role for green hydrogen). 
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SG RECOVER asked follow-up questions on a number of topics (e.g. competitiveness of solar technology 
and need for subsidies; main obstacles to PPAs; role for green hydrogen; need for grid investments). On 
the importance of cost competitive electricity prices for EU industry, SG RECOVER clarified that RRF is 
meant to finance investments - not reductions to electricity costs. 

SolarPower Europe clarified that solar technologies are cheap only if deployed on large scale (LCOEs are 
higher for rooftop, onsite and distributed solar) and these are affected by opposition by communities 
(NIMBY). LCOEs are also higher in MS where the regulatory frameworks have been instable in the past, 
with retroactive cuts to support schemes. For PPAs, good and stable permitting and administrative 
procedures are essential; for small users, access to finance should also be facilitated. For hydrogen, the 
priority should be a massive deployment of RES in the grid. The issue of additionality of renewable 
investment in the context of green hydrogen was also discussed (by reference to the credibility of the 
existing green certificates schemes). On grid development, priority should be for grid optimisation (using 
capacity of unused areas for short duration storage) rather than building new grids (although it was 
mentioned that capacity between ES and FR, as well as in the Balkans, may not be sufficient).   

Background documents on the above-mentioned recommendations and on policies to support the 
integration of Battery Energy Storage Systems were shared by Solar Power in advance of the meeting.  
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provided for a variety of instruments although there were not fully developed yet. COM also 
 to the 

user via energy supply contract. Eurelectric expressed its scepticism but agreed to collect the 
input from other members.  

4. Priority investment areas to be embedded in Recovery Plans: Eurelectric presented three 
areas for investments which it considered unproblematic and which should be supported 
under the RRF, in particular power distribution grids and small islands systems and storage. 
On the grid investments, Eurelectric admitted that they would not always fit under the RRF 
due to the limited timing, however deployment of smart meters, innovative and digital 
projects could be eligible. On storage, Eurelectric explained that support to the existing 
technologies should be assessed carefully to avoid competition distortions. Eurelectric
pointed to the lack of regulatory framework to support non-mature technologies (Power to X 
technologies coupled to green hydrogen, power to liquid, Hybrid RES/storage installations or 
batteries). Eurelectric asked whether front-loading mature hybrid technologies could be 
considered under the RRF. COM said that this has been considered and asked whether the 
peak and off-peak differential was not sufficient to incentivize investments. COM underlined 
the issue of timing under the RRF and said that RES combined with hydrogen or with 
batteries could be eligible. COM also asked about the role of storage in the grid expansion to 
optimize the grids. Eurelectric referred to the revision of the TEN-E Regulation and residual 
investments. Finally, Eurelectric mentioned projects related to the decarbonisation of fossil 
fuels CHP to green CHP. COM asked Eurelectric whether it expected receiving investment or 
operating support. Eurelectric confirmed that both were needed to modernize installations 
(investment aid) and to run it (operating aid). 

5. Impact of state-aid control on investments.  Eurelectric expressed some concerns on 
whether SA approval would negatively affect the timing of the RRF disbursements, and 
suggested to adopt a specific framework for SA under the RRF. COM explained that SA 
guidance on the flagships should soon be available.   

6. Eurelectric members presented specific experiences in three member states (BG, ES and BE) 

Conclusions: 

 Eurelctric may provide comments/reactions to the mock components 
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Meeting with COGEN Europe on 25 Febrruuy 2021 

Attendance: 

COGEN Europe: 

RECOVER: 

- Maite Fabregas

Minutes 

- Ref. Ares(2021 )2116096 - 25/03/2021 

COGEN presented a study commissioned by them and canied out by Altelys, titled "Towards 
and efficient, integrated and cost-effective net-zero energy system in 2050: the role of 
co generation". On the basis of the study, they presented their recommendations for the RRF, 
focusing on fosteling system integration across electricity, heat and gas systems, as well as 
pliolitisation of investments in co generation in Member States where it can be most useful. 

During the subsequent discussion, COGEN explained their expelience with best-practice 
examples of innovative cogeneration projects, for instance in Ge1many, which use blended 
fhels (including hydrogen) and can flexibly react to changing electiicity markets and 
complement renewables. They also mentioned the cost efficiency of possible conversions of 
cogeneration facilities that use nan1ral gas to using hydrogen, provided there is sufficient 
hydrogen available. Lastly, they explained possible conversion options of coal plants and 
nanll'al gas plants to cleaner energy sources in the context of distiict heating. 
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Dear Ms ,  
 
Thanks for your message. Friday at 17:00 would work.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Johannes Luebking 
 
 
Dr Johannes Luebking  
Principal Adviser – European Semester Coordination 
  

 
European Commission 
Recovery and Resilience Task Force - SG.RECOVER  
BERL 6/268 
B-1049 Brussels/Belgium  
Tel: +32 229-59851  
e-mail: johannes.luebking@ec.europa.eu   
 
 
 

From:  @solarpowereurope.org>  
Sent: Tuesday, February 23, 2021 1:56 PM 
To: LUEBKING Johannes (SG-RECOVER) <Johannes.LUEBKING@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc:  (SG-RECOVER) @ec.europa.eu>; 

 (SG-RECOVER) @ec.europa.eu>;  
 (SG-RECOVER) @ec.europa.eu>; 

 (SG-RECOVER) @ec.europa.eu>;  
 @solarpowereurope.org>;  

@solarpowereurope.org> 
Subject: RE: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy and 
Advocacy Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans  
 
Dear M. Luebking, 

Many thanks for stepping in on such short notice, we are delighted to count on your 
participation! 
 
My colleague  in cc of this message, will come back to you very soon 
with more detailed information. We would be very happy to have a short prep-call with 
you in order to present you the meeting dynamics, and what could be expected from your 
end.  

Do you have availabilities by the end of the week, Thursday afternoon or Friday? 
 





For my preparation, I would be grateful if you could let me know who are the key 
representatives participating in the Webinar and which format you envisage for the 
discussion.  
  
Kind regards,  
  
Johannes Luebking  
  
  
Dr Johannes Luebking  
Principal Adviser – European Semester Coordination 
  

 
European Commission 
Recovery and Resilience Task Force - SG.RECOVER  
BERL 6/268 
B-1049 Brussels/Belgium  
Tel: +32 229-59851  
e-mail: johannes.luebking@ec.europa.eu   
  
  
  

  
From:  < @solarpowereurope.org>  
Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2021 7:01 PM 
To: GAUER Celine (SG-RECOVER) <Celine.Gauer@ec.europa.eu>; 

 (SG-RECOVER) 
@ec.europa.eu>;  (SG) 

@ec.europa.eu> 
Cc:  < @solarpowereurope.org>;  

 @solarpowereurope.org> 
Subject: SolarPower Europe_ Invitation to attend our quaterly Strategy 
and Advocacy Quarterly Webinar on Recovery and Resilience plans  
Importance: High 
  
Dear Ms. Gauer, 
 

I hope this message finds you well. 
 

I have the pleasure of inviting you to SolarPower Europe’s next Strategy and 
Advocacy Quarterly meeting on the 4th of March from 15:00 to 16:00, for a 
Chatham House rules exchange on the implementation of the Recovery and 
Resilience Facility. We have gathered key representatives from National Solar 
Associations and EU solar companies to provide you with feedback on their 
national recovery plans, and on how to ensure the solar sector can further 
help the EU emerge stronger and more resilient from the current crisis. 
 

The solar industry could play a central role in maximising the impact of Next 
Generation EU and delivering on the European Green Deal. To do so, EU 

























Electronically signed on 19/04/2021 14:35 (UTC+02) in accordance with article 11 of Commission Decision C(2020) 4482
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