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[bookmark: 10]The EU stands at a critical point – decisions will impact the

decades to come
Current Situation

• Today, the European Union (EU) is facing one of the major challenges in its history. It has become clear that strategic 

autonomy across a number of areas has become a major priority. The EU will need to rethink its industrial strategy and 

link it to the necessary supply chains, including production within and outside the EU. 

• Financing the recovery and using tailored vehicles and instruments will be of paramount importance, especially with 

liquidity levels so low and treasuries under strain. 

• Continuing with existing Union priorities and shifting towards a sustainable economy, digital and green at the core, 

are now more than ever likely to be the key elements for a resilient comeback. 

• With employment levels at an all-time low, it will be important to match education and skills in a better way to the 

opportunities proposed by this new economy.

• Common policies and concerted actions to protect the most vulnerable have shown their effectiveness during this crisis, 

and the EU can pride itself upon its social heritage, protection, and services model. During the recovery phase, 

special attention should be given to the protection of youth as well as the most vulnerable. 

• The European health system, at large, has shown its robustness, and further investments in this sector will be required 

to maintain and strengthen Europe's health research and infrastructure. 

• Public services should be holistically analysed and lessons should be drawn to consider where best to spend scarce 

public money to guarantee the most essential and critical services for citizens, whilst looking at digital and other solutions 

to cover less essential public service tasks. 

• The EU stands at a critical point, where the choices it makes will have an impact on the decades to come. It is therefore 

important that we prepare for, respond to, and ideally emerge stronger from the COVID-19 crisis. 
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