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VJ thanked for the good cooperation with Google in the Covid-19 context and thanked for its efforts to
promote authoritative content. In the EDAP, we want to build on this cooperation also outside the
exceptional Covid regime. We are very careful about not bringing any censorship or decreasing the level
of freedom of expression. Our aim is not to moderate the online content, we want to gquarantee free and
fair elections, free decision-making for voters, freedom for the media sphere. Things that seemed to be
obvious but they are not. We need to cooperate on these matters.

Google appreciates our effort and success to bring all actors together and wants to be as supportive as
possible to our initiatives, acknowledging the complexity of tackling “awful but lawful content”.

VJ raised transparency and accountability, underlining the need to share the responsibility in ejatics to
illegal content and disinformation. We will continue the Code of conduct on hate speech, we weuid fike
to upgrade the Code of Practice on Disinformation.

Google announced new plans for transparency of advertising. EDMO has been an important point of
reference, Google would welcome if it had a larger role. Google said that the big platforms have been
successful at fighting disinformation campaigns, the problem is that they are now moving to smaller
plotforms. The DSA should make sure that it is not only about the big tech but about platforms of all
sizes.

On disinformation on vaccination, occording to Google, platforms should not only tackle anti-
vaccination campaigns but coordinate efforts to promote quality authoritative information. Taking down
untrue content is challenging but with the reference to health authorities Google became comfortable in
doing it and is open to suggestions on how to improve its cooperation with public health authorities.

VJ said that we will need platform’s support to reassure people about Covid-19 vaccines. The fear of
vaccination is present in society for decades and we only have several months. We will need a proactive
effort and promote the vaccination; to do this well, we will need Google’s information. We need to help
MS to do an understandable and well targeted promotion. EC developed a communication strategy at
the EU-level and made a recommendation to MS to include the pro-vaccination communication in their
national plans.

Google is willing to help and to do the best to provide constructive information. DB said that the most
useful would be data on engagements with authoritative information and engagement with work



undertaken by fact-checkers. In the EDAP we will initiate the work on defining data disclosure
framework.

Google asked about the due diligence requirements in the DSA. VJ replied that this is still being
elaborated.

Google also expressed a concern about the Schrems Il. Google is doing its best to encourage the US gov
to engage but some of the legal opinions say there is no way for a non-European company to process
European user data. It is very difficult to provide services to Europeans. Google would appreciate if we
could encourage progress on this.

VJ said we have done our best to discuss with data protection authorities to come with meaningful rules.
We will resume the negotiation asap with the Biden administration and also discuss issues related to
content and FoE. Google is willing t¢ heip and would appreciate meeting with the VP on these issues
once our initiatives are out.

VJ mentioned a JRC study findings that Youtube’s recommendations are directing into extremist content.
We will need to address this in the CoP. Google was surprised because Youtube has done a lot of work on
directing to authoritative sources and giving more control to users. asked VJ for details.

On political ads and behavioral targeting, VJ said we cannot accept it the same for the citizens as for
the consumers. argued against a ban, raising the risk of adverse effects for businesses. Both agreed
that we need to set a good balance between privacy and a good environment for acvertisers. Google
adopted a policy on political ads (contrarily to its concurrents), limiting the targeting only to very broad
categories. VJ said we will discuss this further in relation to elections. We can regulate only on the EU
level but we will push MS to come on board. We need to avoid fragmentation.

In conclusion, VJ said that we will come with rules which will require a lot of actions from platforms and a
/ot of cooperation. Google is happy to connect to this success story, remains at our disposal for any
further expertise and wishes good luck for the EDAP launch.





