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Dear Mr McLaren,  

Subject: Your application for access to documents – EASE 2024/5106 

We refer to your email of 1 October 2024 in which you make a request for access to 

documents, registered on the same day under the above-mentioned reference number. 

1. Scope of your request 

In your request, you ask on the basis of Regulation (EC) No 1049/20011, access to  

“The Impact Assessment relating to the revision of the Smoke Free Environments 

Recommendation 2024. If no such impact assessment has been conducted, I would 

appreciate an official confirmation of this.” 

2. No documents held 

We regret to inform you that the Commission does not hold any documents that would 

correspond to the description given in your application.  

As specified in Article 2(3) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, the right of access as 

defined in that regulation applies only to existing documents in the possession of the 

institution.  

Given that no such documents, corresponding to the description given in your application, 

are held by the Commission, the Commission is not in a position to fulfil your request. 

 

 
1  Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and 

Commission documents (OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43). 
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3. Additional information 

We would like to inform you however that in the context of the Proposal for a Council 

Recommendation on smoke- and aerosol-free environments, the outcomes and conclusions 

of the impact assessment done in preparation for the Council Recommendation of 2009 

remain valid. This has also been validated by the 2021 study on smoke-free environments 

and advertising of tobacco and related products. You may wish to consult the Staff 

Working Document, an analytical document accompanying the Proposal for a Council 

Recommendation on Smoke- and Aerosol-free Environments, for further and more 

detailed information on how the results of the current impact assessment have been taken 

into consideration2.   

4. Means of redress 

In accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, you are entitled to make 

a confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position. 

Such a confirmatory application should be addressed to the Secretariat-General of the 

Commission within 15 working days upon receipt of this letter. You can submit it in one of 

the following ways: 

by mail: 

European Commission 

Secretariat-General 

Transparency, Document Management & Access to Documents (SG.C.1)  

BERL 7/076 

B-1049 Bruxelles 

or by email to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu 

5. Acknowledgment of receipt  

According to the standard operational procedure, the reply is sent by e-mail only. We 

would therefore appreciate if you could explicitly confirm receipt of the e-mail within 5 

working days by replying to sante-consult-b4@ec.europa.eu.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

[e-signed] 

Sandra GALLINA 

 

 
2 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=SWD:2024:56:FIN  
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