
 

 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR MIGRATION AND HOME AFFAIRS 

 
 

The Director-General 

Brussels,   

 

 

  Ms Quitterie Pinton 

By e-mail with 

acknowledgement of receipt: 

ask+request-17324-

57234e7d@asktheeu.org 

 

        

Subject: Your application for access to documents – EASE 2026/3500 

Dear Ms Pinton, 

I refer to your request for access to European Commission documents registered on  

10 July 2026 under the above-mentioned reference number. 

1. SCOPE OF YOUR REQUEST 

By means of your request, you seek access to: “Reports, emails, meeting reports and 

operational conclusions regarding the situation on the island of Samos, and in particular in 

the Closed Controlled Access Centre (C.C.A.C.) of Samos, from the Policy Officer on 

migration management in Greece, EU Commission - DH Migration and Home Affairs from 

26/03/2026 until now, 10/07/2026”. 

2. IDENTIFICATION OF DOCUMENTS 

The following documents have been identified as falling within the scope of your request: 

01. Bi-weekly update on the migratory situation in Greece (islands and mainland) 

01/04/2026_Ares(2026)3466073 

02. Bi-weekly update on the migratory situation in Greece (islands and mainland) 

30/03/2026 - 14/04/2026_Ares(2026)4048662 

03. Bi-weekly update on the migratory situation in Greece (islands and mainland) 

14/04/2026 - 27/04/2026_Ares(2026)4468828 

04. Bi-weekly update on the migratory situation in Greece (islands and mainland) 

27/04/2026 - 10/05/2026_Ares(2026)4846451 

05. Bi-weekly update on the migratory situation in Greece (islands and mainland) 

11/05/2026 - 24/05/2026_Ares(2026)5329798 

06. Bi-weekly update on the migratory situation in Greece (islands and mainland) 

25/05/2026 - 07/06/2026_Ares(2026)5916812 

07. Bi-weekly update on the migratory situation in Greece (islands and mainland) 

08/06/2026 - 21/06/2026_Ares(2026)6401566 
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3. ASSESSMENT OF THE IDENTIFIED DOCUMENTS 

Having examined the identified documents under the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 

1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2001 regarding public 

access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents (hereafter ‘Regulation 

(EC) No 1049/2001’) (1), I have come to the conclusion that: 

All documents can be partly disclosed. 

My detailed assessment is set out below.  

PARTIAL DISCLOSURE  

3.1. Protection of privacy and integrity of an individual  

In accordance with Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, “[t]he institutions shall 

refuse access to a document where disclosure would undermine the protection of […] privacy 

and the integrity of the individual, in particular in accordance with Community legislation 

regarding the protection of personal data”. 

Documents 1 to 7 contain: 

- the names/initials and contact information of Commission staff members not pertaining 

to the senior management;   

- the names/initials and contact details of other natural persons;  

These constitute ‘personal data’ in the meaning of Article 3, point (1) of Regulation (EU) 

2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection 

of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, 

bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data (2), hereinafter ‘Data 

Protection Regulation’.  

Article 9(1)(b) of the Data Protection Regulation does not allow the transmission of these 

personal data, except if you prove that it is necessary to have the data transmitted to you for a 

specific purpose in the public interest and where there is no reason to assume that the legitimate 

interests of the data subject might be prejudiced. In your request, you do neither express any 

particular interest to have access to these personal data, nor put forward arguments to establish 

the necessity to have the data transmitted for a specific purpose in the public interest. 

Consequently, I conclude that, pursuant to Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001, 

access cannot be granted to the personal data contained in the enumerated document[s]. 

3.2. Protection of public security  

The first indent of Article 4(1)(a) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 provides that “[t]he 

institutions shall refuse access to a document where disclosure would undermine the protection 

of […] the public interest as regards […] public security”.  

Documents 6 and 7 contain sensitive information relevant to Hellenic Police. The sentences 

redacted include detailed information on logistical organisation of operations inside the 

reception facility. 

This information is of sensitive nature, and cannot be disclosed, as it contains details which, 

if made public, could be exploited by malicious actors and criminal networks involved in 

 
(1) OJ L 145, 31.5.2001, p. 43; ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2001/1049/oj. 

(2) OJ L 295, 21.11.2018, p. 39; ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2018/1725/oj. 

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2001/1049/oj
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2018/1725/oj


 

 

migrant smuggling/ trafficking in human beings. Such information could be used  to facilitate  

illegal activities and put more human lives at risk. 

Therefore, the exception laid down in the first indent of Article 4(1)(a) of Regulation (EC) 

No 1049/2001 applies to parts of these documents (protection of the public interest as 

regards public security). 

4. MEANS OF REDRESS 

In accordance with Article 7(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1049/2001, you are entitled to make a 

confirmatory application requesting the Commission to review this position. Such  

a confirmatory application should be addressed to the Secretariat-General of the Commission 

within 15 working days upon receipt of this letter. You can submit it in one of the following 

ways: 

by asking for a review via your portal (3) account (available only for initial requests 

submitted via the portal account), 

or by mail to: European Commission 

  Secretariat-General 

Document Management & Access to Documents (SG.A.2)  

BERL 7/DCS 

  B-1049 Bruxelles 

or by email to: sg-acc-doc@ec.europa.eu 

5. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT 

Finally, I note that your request has been submitted outside the EASE portal. Therefore,  

I would appreciate, if you could acknowledge receipt of the present letter by sending an 

email to HOME-ACCESS-DOCUMENTS@ec.europa.eu. 

Yours faithfully, 

Beate GMINDER 

 

Enclosures: 7 documents 

 
(3) https://www.ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-request  

Electronically signed on 17/08/2026 09:43 (UTC+02) in accordance with Article 11 of Commission Decision (EU) 2021/2121
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