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Bi-weekly update on the migratory situation in Greece (islands and mainland)
30/03/2026 - 14/04/2026

Please find below a bi-weekly update on the migratory situation on the Greek islands and

mainland.

The information below is collected for internal purposes through direct conversations with
the Greek authorities and other stakeholders. It provides the best available snapshot at the
moment of writing. The report does not represent the position or opinion of the European
Commission.

1. Situation on the Greek islands

Arrivals to Greece (including Crete and Evros land border) for the period 30 March — 13 April

- Ref. Ares(2026)4048662 - 20/04/2026

2026
Crete | esvos [Chios Samos |Leros Kos Other Land Total
islands |(Evros)
197 64 0 14 0 1 76 197 176

Arrivals to Crete: During the reported period, 197 migrants arrived in Crete (to be
compared with 174 arrivals the previous reporting period). These arrivals confirm the




continued use of the Libya—Crete maritime route, with most vessels reportedly
departing from Tobruk.

Issues concerning all reception centers

Issues concerning all islands
Across all islands, the reporting period shows no major changes since the last update, with
operations continuing under similar constraints:

Asylum: Iranian asylum procedures remain at a de facto standstill due to the
Ministry’s policy of heightened scrutiny. Following the recent

escalations, asylum rejections may proceed, but other cases are being indefinitely
suspended for "re-examination." This pause is officially linked to the evaluation of
updated Country of Origin Information (COIl) and intensified security screenings,
effectively extending processing timelines for all Iranian applicants for

the foreseeable future.

Interpretation Services: Interpretation support is available across all islands
through EUAA, Frontex, and NGO interpreters in key languages (Arabic, Farsi/Dari,
Somali, French). Services generally support asylum procedures, medical
registration, and essential interactions, but provision is limited until a permanent
partner resumes activity. EUAA continues as a transitional solution, offering a
limited number of interpreters to Reception, as well as Asylum services. Currently
some island locations face significant procedural delays because of the absence of
exotic language interpretation.

Health/Hippocrates Programme: Hippocrates team on the ground has confirmed
a no cost extension for April 2026. Under this arrangement, the current team

will maintain operations until the end of the month. The project is likely to continue
throughout 2026, but the teams are waiting for an official confirmation pending the
contract signature and formalization of the new agreement effective May

2026. Implementation remains uneven, with gaps in staffing, continuity, and
interpretation affecting healthcare access. The absence of official medical services
in pre-removal center is critical. Hippocrates team operates only during weekday
hours while outside these times, medical assessments have to be handled by
police or guards due to the lack of doctors. Furthermore, the geographical distance
of the sites, combined with a lack of dedicated transport, remains a

structural challenge to accessing off-site and out-of-hour medical services.

NFI / Staff Equipment Situation: RIS continues to face persistent shortages of
basic materials like paper and ink, and chronic NFI gaps remain a major issue
across sites. NGOs frequently compensate for missing items due to the lack of a
stable supply chain, with recurring shortages in clothing, hygiene products,

beds, mattresses, sleeping bags and blankets. Although the Ministry occasionally



provides supplies, they are often insufficient and gaps become particularly visible
during periods of higher arrivals.

Education: Across all islands, children’s access to formal and non-formal
education is supported by public schools and NGOs. Some locations offer higher
capacities in public schools than others. Participation is therefore uneven due to
teacher shortages, delayed registration, short stay of the families on the islands and
vaccination requirements.

Integration: Integration activities focus on language learning, vocational skills, CV
creation, and social inclusion. Progress is limited,

with integration desks established in some locations and other islands still planning
similar initiatives. NGO-led activities target vulnerable groups, including women,
youth, and UAMs. HELIOS+ provides integration support with in-

person staff presence only on Lesvos and remote services elsewhere, though
overall implementation remains uneven. In March, ajob fair initiative was
successfully held in Lesvos through the collaboration of the municipality, RIS,
UNHCR, and various NGOs. A similar event is currently planned to take place on
Kos Island in April to further support integration efforts.

AVRR: Since the program's resumption in October 2025, Greece has recorded 89
voluntary returns to Syria (Damascus and Aleppo), the highest figure in the EU.
However, interest on the islands remains negligible, as residents predominantly
view their stay as a transit phase and defer return decisions until reaching the
mainland. Field actors report that restricted access to CCAC population data is
stalling targeted AVRR outreach and registrations. Despite formal reports to Central
Services, this lack of coordination remains unresolved at the operational level.

Cash Assistance: Cash assistance programme continues registering eligible
migrants, but disbursement is not carried out. Challenges are compounded by
partner transitions, as no new implementing partner has been identified after the
previous one withdrew, affecting programme continuity.

Unaccompanied minors (reception, guardians, age

assessment): Challenges remain due to limited shelter capacity, transfer delays,
and understaffing or delayed guardianship appointments. The number of
guardians remains limited in all reception centers. Each guardian covers up to 15
children, which works for low populations. Zevxis, managing Safe Zones on all
islands except Lesvos (IOM), after facing delays in salary payment has finally been
compensated. On Leros, severe damages rendered the nominal capacity of safe
zone to zero, and minors were accommodated in common rooms. With

the previous lower occupancy levels on Samos, Kos, and Leros, repair works

have started gradually.



e NGO access & service availability: NGO access to camps depends on Ministry
registration, with recent instructions limiting access to officially
registered organisations but also declining unregistered volunteers working with
those. Local arrangements continue to facilitate operations. Administrative
hurdles, delays, and funding constraints affect NGO presence and delivery of
health, education, and NFI services, resulting in uneven support.

Specific issues per island

Lesvos
RIC statistics
Total Unregistered [UAMs in Beneficiaries |[Asylum [Rejected |Departures
Population safe of Seekers |Asylum [fromRIC
zone International Seekers [30/03/2026 -
Protection 12/04/2026
741 18 3 306 387 0 164

Main population characteristics

Top 3 nationalities

Gender Distribution

Children <18 years

AFG 36.30%, SDN 12.55%, YEM 12.15%

male 58%; female 21%

21%

o Reception conditions: As arrivals and population numbers remain low, the overall
situation is calm. The RIS Lesvos recently hosted the Secretary General, who noted
the RIC's ample capacity for potential arrival surges. Management is currently
focused on training staff in Child Protection and coordinating with EUAA for
interpretation—specifically seeking phone support for Wolof. Some service gaps
have emerged most notably, like NGO Drop in the Ocean (laundry services) is
scheduled to exit the island by late June but in the process of handing over to RIS.
On the legal and administrative front, significant delays in asylum decisions are
causing frustration among various nationalities, and decisions for Iranian
applicants are still officially suspended which causes increased demand for
information in the RIC’s info points. An NGO introduced a food and medicine
initiative alongside a social solidarity program to distribute supplies to vulnerable
individuals outside the camp. This effort follows the suspension of the camp’s
pharmacy program due to the termination of an external partnership. Arising
number of protection beneficiaries are seeking NGO support for housing and
financial aid as they face eviction after their 30-day stay in the RIC without
cash assistance.

Chios

CCAC statistics




Total Unregistered [UAMs [Beneficiaries [Asylum |Rejected [Departures
Population in safe [of Seekers |Asylum fromRIC
zone International Seekers [30/03/2026 -
Protection 12/04/2026
399 4 1 109 289 1 89

Main population characteristics

Top 3 nationalities Gender Distribution Children <18 years
Male 56,15 %;
0, 0, I )
AFG 15,78 %, ETH 14,14 %, Female 26,64 % 17.21%

PAL 9,63 %

o Reception Conditions: While arrival numbers have seen a significant decline the
RIS continues to face several operational and structural challenges. Infrastructure
upgrades remain stalled and leaving essential repairs—such as flooring in
accommodation units—unresolved. On a service level, a critical lack of
interpretation for rare languages is causing backlogs, with some asylum interviews
delayed by up to seven months. The suspension of procedures for Iranian
applicants remains reportedly a significant source of anxiety. The transition of the
Women’s Friendly Space to a more sustainable model under an NGO is expected to
begin in May, aimed at addressing current staffing instabilities. Meanwhile, the RIC
continues to struggle with hygiene issues in old containers, though the cleaning
company is working to mitigate these problems and perform small-scale repairs.

e Health: A new director has been appointed in the Chios municipal hospital,
expecting good collaboration with the RIC Vial.

Samos
CCAC statistics
Total Unregistered [UAMs in Beneficiaries |[Asylum |Rejected [Departures
Population safe of Seekers [Asylum [from CCAC
zone International Seekers [30/03/2026 -
Protection 12/04/2026
1119 17 3 164 935 3* 93

*incl. 1 Dublin case

Main population characteristics
Top 3 nationalities Gender Distribution Children <18 years

AFG 36%, YEM 23%, SDN 9.50% male 64%; female 17% 19%




Security: Authorities in Samos arrested five men suspected of belonging to an
organised migrant-smuggling network operating between Turkiye and Greece.
Following the arrival of 34 people by speedboat near Kallithea at the end of March,
police detained two Turkish nationals aged 26 and 34 identified as the traffickers,
along with three alleged accomplices from Turkiye, Syria and Iraq. Authorities said
the group systematically transported refugees and migrants by sea, charging
€3,000-4,000 per person and used front businesses to conceal their activities on
the island.

Reception conditions: With arrival numbers remaining low, the camp population
has stabilized at a low level, providing an opportunity for RIS to prioritize essential
infrastructure repairs. However, progress remains hindered by centralized
bureaucratic hurdles, financial constraints, and delays in obtaining spare parts.
These challenges are further compounded by the upcoming expiration of the facility
management contract with CORDIA in June, which has slowed administrative
procedures pending its renewal. Tensions are rising due to five-month delays in
asylum procedures and a reported lack of information from asylum authorities,
leading to peaceful protests by applicants in the CCAC.

Asylum: The first case of a Syrian national having their protection status revoked
has been recorded. Meanwhile, a significant high number of residents remain in the
asylum pipeline with officials working to clear the backlog also including pending
Palestinian cases in the coming weeks.

Health: The recent vaccination backlog has been nearly resolved through a
collaboration with Samos Hospital doctors, who provided the necessary
prescriptions to support the Hippokrates team. This initiative enabled the
vaccination of approximately 70 children aged 8-15, ensuring they meet the
requirements for school enrollment.

Kos
CCAC statistics
Total Unregistere UAM [Beneficiarie/Asylum [Rejecte [Prokeka detainee|Departure
Populatio (d s in s of Seeker (d S s from
n safe [Internation |s Asylum CCAC
zone [al Seekers 30/03/202
Protection 6 —
12/04/202
6
679 % 2 251 390 33* 20 225

*incl. 12 Dublin cases




Main population characteristics

Top 3 nationalities Gender Distribution Children <18 years

SDN 29%, BGD 24%, AFG 11%

male 86%; female 14% 13 %

Reception conditions: The CCAC remains calm with a steadily decreasing
population. The commencement of major repair works (floors, WASH facilities,
doors, etc.) on the second two-story building continues to be postponed by central
offices due to budgetary constraints. Previous repair work in the Safe Zone has been
destroyed again when 100 minors from Crete were transferred at once at the end
of December. Many doors are missing, some rooms lack electricity, and mold is
visible in some parts. The local Technical Department fixes rooms in the Safe

Zone to their best ability; however, for a full overhaul, specific spare parts and
necessary materials are lacking on the island. Zevxis staff is running low, and

RIS temporarily supports with one employee to cover the 24/7 shifts. Due to low
arrival numbers, NFI stocks can cover the basic needs with the exception of shoes
and clothing for adults.

Asylum/Interpretation: Due to the lack of a Bengali interpreter, asylum interviews
for over 200 Bangladeshi are still pending. GAS started to use tele-

interpretation; however, this method is slowing down the pace of the case

workers (only 4 interviews a day possible). Most asylum seekers receiving their first
rejection leave the camp unannounced as not to risk detention.

Integration: RIS is leading an upcoming job fair on 22 April 2026 with UNHCR’s
technical guidance and on-site support, connecting employers from the tourism
and agricultural sectors—including representatives from Rhodes—with the refugee
population. The Ministry of Migration and Asylum has authorized beneficiaries of
international protection to remain in the camp until their summer employment
begins to ensure a stable transition into the workforce.

Leros
CCAC statistics
Total Unregistered [UAMs |Beneficiaries |Asylum |Rejected |Departures
Population in safe [of Seekers |Asylum [from CCAC
zonhe International Seekers [30/03/2026 -
Protection 12/04/2026
858 2 3 110 746 2 28

Main population characteristics*

|Top 3 nationalities |Gender Distribution |Children <18 years




BGD 42%, SDN 17%, AFG 7% male 88%; female 12% |7 %

*registered population

o Reception conditions: The RIC situation remains quiet. While the arrival of a
Bengali interpreter has successfully accelerated administrative procedures,
medical capacity remains strained with ongoing vaccination delays, though CCAC’s
comprehensive vaccination registry is helping to streamline oversight. Meanwhile,
infrastructure repairs in the Safe Zone and general areas continue to face delays
due to financial constraints and a lack of local specialists, though the hot water
system restoration is nearing completion. Despite these technical gains, severe
shortages of mattresses, blankets, and clothing persist, leaving RIS only able to
provide basic hygiene items while awaiting the resumption of organized transfers to
the mainland.

o Health: Afull-time general practitioner joined the Hippocrates team in mid-
March, allowing for pending medical registrations incl. vulnerability assessments to
resume. The team is able to issue 45-60 medical cards per day. With the help of one
Bengali interpreter, the doctor and psychologists prioritize the medical registration
of over 400 Bangladeshi arrivals transferred from Crete that have been on hold for
the last three months (without medical card no asylum interview appointment is
scheduled). Approximately 50% of the Bengali population have been processed for
medical registration.

2. Situation on the Greek mainland

Data regarding the reception capacity/occupancy in the mainland (per 14 April 2026)

Nominal Net Capacity [Occupancy |Occupancy Rate
Capacity

Mainland Camps (11638 10100 6 027 52%

Northern Greece

Mainland Camps (9826 6 459 4 424 15%

Southern Greece

Registration 5 244 3727 2 061 39%

centres mainland

Total 26 708 20 286 12512 7%
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