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Art.4(1)(b)

Your Excellency, dear Minister,

It was a pleasure to talk with you on the video call today.

Further to our common interest in an enhanced trade and investment partnership 
confirmed by the successful conclusions of the EU-GCC Summit in Brussels in October 
2024, I would like to express my appreciation for the advanced EU-UAE discussions on 
the prospects for an ambitious and mutually beneficial trade agenda.

In this context, I would like to share with you the EU’s detailed understanding on the 
outcome of the joint scoping exercise which our respective teams conducted in December 
2024 and February 2025 to assess the possibility of launching negotiations for an EU- 
UAE Free Trade Agreement (FTA). This exercise has been successful in clarifying our 
common expectations and the level of convergence of our interests and identifying 
possible avenues to bridge the remaining gaps. It also allowed us to assess whether there 
are realistic prospects of concluding negotiations within a reasonable timeframe.

This scoping exercise is important as in the EU, we have significantly developed our 
FTA practice, in particular through our 2021 trade policy strategy. For the EU, it is 
important to aim at an ambitious, balanced and comprehensive FTA, which provides for 
new market access opportunities and clear rules across trade and investment-related 
areas, with sustainability at its core. Art.4(1)(a)3rd indent

My understanding from the outcome of the scoping exercise is that the UAE shares the 
same objectives. I therefore hope to receive your confirmation that the UAE sees no 
fundamental obstacles with the overall approach presented by the EU in the scoping 
meetings, and as based on our most recent FTA text proposals.

HE. Dr Thani Bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi
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More concretely, I hope that you concur with the importance of the following 
foundational elements for a successful launch of our FTA negotiations:
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I wish to thank the UAE for its forward-looking engagement during the scoping exercise. 
This positive dynamic will remain important in our continued engagement to contribute 
to a conducive environment amongst our constituencies and stakeholders for the way 
forward in strengthening our trade and investment relations.

As in any FT A, the actual extent of rights and obligations in each area will depend on the 
outcome of future negotiations. The scoping discussion showed that it can be possible to 
reach a sufficient level of convergence between both sides. On this basis, I would 
welcome your assessment of the outcome of the scoping exercise and your views 
regarding the elements mentioned above. On my side, 1 certainly see great potential for 
deepening the trade ties between the EU and the UAE and believe that the scoping 
exchanges provided us with a substantive basis for opening the FTA negotiations.

I look forward to working closely with you to advance our bilateral and regional trade 
agenda, including to enhance our investment relationship.

Yours sincerely, Art.4(1)(b)
Art.4(1)(b)

Maroš Sefčovič
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