
ra Ref. Ares(2025)1566135 - 27/02/2025

To: Art. 4(1)(b) (TRADE); BIERVERT Bernd (CAB-SEFCOVIC);
Art 4(1)(b) (TRADE); DELVAUX Leon (TRADE); Art. 4(1)

(TRADE); Art. 4(1)(b) (TRADE); Art. 4(1 )(b)
(TRADE-RIYADH); Art. 4(1 )(b) (TRADE); KECKESOVA Gabriela (CAB- 
SEFCOVIC); Art. 4(1)(b) (TRADE); Art. 4(1 )(b) (TRADE);
Art. 4(1)(b) (TRADE); MARTIN-PRAT Maria (TRADE),

ŠTRÁDĚ); REDONNET Denis (TRADE); RUBINACCI Leopoldo (TRADE);
Art. 4(1)(b) (TRADE); SANDLER Peter (TRADE); Art. 4(1 )(b)
(TRADE); Art. 4(1)(b) (EEAS-ABU DHABI); TENTERE Darta (CAB-

SEFCOVIC); WEYAND Sabine (TRADE)
Subject: Meeting/VTC of Commissioner Šefčovič with the UAE Minister of State for

Foreign Trade, H.E. Dr Thani Bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, 26 February 2025

Meeting/VTC of Commissioner Šefčovič with the UAE Minister of State for 
Foreign Trade, H.E. Dr Thani Bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, 26 February 2025

The videocall of Commissioner Šefčovič (accompanied by B.Biervert, 
G.Keckesova, D.Tentere, L. Delvaux and Art. 4(1 )(b) ) took place upon request by 
Minister Al Zeyoudi (accompanied by the chief negotiator Juma AI Kait and his 
team) allowed for an exchange on trade and investment relations, taking stock of 
the outcome of the scoping exercise and discussing next steps in view of 
launching negotiations for an EU-UAE Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

Commissioner Šefčovič and Minister Al Zeyoudi from the outset concurred on the 
usefulness of extending the network of partners through FTAs in these 
geopolitically critical times and considered there was ample potential to increase 
bilateral cooperation in the area of trade and investment.

Art. 4(1 )(a)third indent

Art. 4(1)(a)third indent



Regarding the bilateral FTA, the Commissioner appreciated the scoping 
process, taking however the opportunity to summarise the outstanding EU 
reguests Art. 4(1 )(a)third indent

The Minister thanked the teams on both sides for having engaged in and 
completed the scoping. Art. 4(1 )(a)third indent
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Art. 4(1)(a)third indent

With respect to next steps, the Commissioner informed Art. 4(1 )(a)third 
indent

The Minister appreciated the prompt follow up actions Art 4(i)(a)third indent
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